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Critical LE T ^Eft 

FROM 

Dr. Henry B\ 

(Of Farriery) uu -<^^^ 

Kennedy's Ophthalmographia ; 

OR > 
Treatife of the EYE. 

Together with the proper Answers to 

thofe Letters by the Author of the 

faid OPHTHALMOGRAPHIA. 

In which are obferved, That moft of what is 

material on the E Y E in BRACKEN'S 

Farriery is taken from the faid Treati/e 

of the EYE. J 

To which is added, 

A Recife, or Rules for Dr. BRJCKEN's, csf«r. at- 
taining to Eminence in Phyfkk. ' 



Firft LETTER to Dr. Bracken. 
Sir, 

(OUR having been pleafed to publifh 
' me to the World (in your Book of Far- 
riermip) is the Occafion of the prefent 
Letter. You there, in defcribing the 
Cryftalline Humour of the Eye, men- 
tion the Sacculus, or Coat, in which it lies, as a 

ttoof againft his M- — s Oculift T r, that 

B this 
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2 Letters, Notes, &c. relating to the Eye^ 

this part was not firft difcover'd by him, accord- 
ding to the idle Infinuations of that vain Preten- 
der. So far I am ufed as to defeating of him. But 
then, your next Obfcrvation on that Head, is to 
defeat me alfo ; to wit, That on flitting the /aid Tu* 
nic, the Cryftalline will immediately fpring out. In 
which you very pofitively (are pleafed) to aflure 
the World, That I am certainly miflaken. I ftiall 
firft then obferve, Sir, that you fomewhatfudden^ 
ly fall very hard upon a young Author, as I was 
at the time of publishing that Trcatife, and which 
might, perhaps, with fome pafs for fome fort of 
Alleviation of what Faults, or Errors, I might then, 
and there, have committed on that nice Subject. 
One might alfo have imagined, that a cautious, ge*- 
nerous, and well-meaning Author (a Searcher after 
Truth only) would firft have fought to be fatisfy'd 
(of an Author ftill alive) in fuch particular he 
judg'd him wrong in, before the fo frankly expo* 
fing him to the World \ and fetting him in fuch a 
Light. Efpecially one whom you feem not to have 
thought altogether unworthy your perufal. You in^ 
deed feem, Sir, juftly enough to charge the fore- 
faid Oculift 2"— — r, with the not having fuffi* 
ciently read or confider'd my Treatife -, fince he 
would, or might there have obferv'd, he had made 
no new Difcovery. Pardon me then, Sir, if I can- 
not help faying, that I can hardly imagine, thaf 
any one who has fufliciently confiderM my Account 
of the Cryftalline Hutnour* and that of the Nature of 
Cataraffs, would not, methinks, be quite fo rea^ 
^ly, pofitively to affirm me in Error. But Sir, wha$ 
is it you affert t Is it that my Defcription of the 
Cryftalline, with its Tunic, is wrong ? Or is it a 
wrong Account I have given of the Nature of Ca^ 
taratts ? For you fly from one to Mother, on my 
defcribing of that Part (to wit, the Cryftalline, 
&c) I fhall not, Sir, at prefent trouble you fur- 
ther 
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to and from Dr. Bracken, on Farriery. 3 

ther to explain myfclf on this Head, until I know 
whether 'you (hall judge this any way worthy your 
Notice. From Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 
Tork-Houfc, Tork- 

Buildings, Jan. Pt. Kennedy, 

3*> 1737-8. 



Dr. Bracken's^ LETTER, in anfwer 
to the foregoing. 

To Dr. Kennedy, at York-Houfe in York- 
Buildings, London. 
Sir, 

I Have the Favour of Yours* dated the 31ft 
January^ and am forry you fhould take any 
thing amifs that I have faid of you in my Treatife 
upon Farriery ; for I allure you, I rather defigned 
you a Compliment than otherwise : For you'll ob- 
ferve the Expreffion, (viz. page 185) where I fay, 
Dr. Kennedy is miftaken in one Particular ; which 
is in efFedt faying, that the reft of your Perform- 
ance is very good, as I really think it is ; and, if 
you writ it when only a young Man, I think you 
muft, at that time, have laid out your Talents in 
Anatomy very well ; therefore pleafe to confider 
myMeaning as I now exprefs my felf. If my for- 
mer Words did not thoroughly go down with you, 
for, Humanum eft errare^ yet "I muft back my Af- 
fertion in the Book of Farriery, not only becaufe I 
have had long Experience in curing Difeafes of the 
Eye, but by reafon of the Make and Conftrufture 
of that admirable Organ, and the Manner how Vi- 
fion is performed, was my particular Study and De- 
light, when I was in the publick Schools for fuch 
Purpofes, &V. and what I only infift upon is, that 
though you do cut the Capfula of ths Cryjlalline. in 
B 2 touch- 



Digitrzed by LiOOQ LC 



4 Letters, Notes, &c. relating to the Eye, 

couching a CataraR, yet /hall not that Body imme- 
diately fpring out of the Cavity it makes in the vu 
treous Humour. And notwithftanding this, I agree 
with you that the Cryftalline is not any ways ad- 
herent to the Membranes that furround it ; for if 
it fprung out, on cutting the Sacculus, there could 
be no fuch thing as diftihd Vifion performed in that 
Eye, for Reafons too plain to be infifted upon 5 e- 
fpecially when I write to Dr. Kennedy, who knows 
the ufe of the Cryftalline Humour fo well, and that 
the Convexity of the Lens, in ufe with fuch, who 
have been couched, muft be in proportion to the 
number of Lamina turn'd off by the Needle, when 
we (as it were) fcrape the Cryftalline Humour, for 
the Cure of Cataradts ; and by fuch means make 
it of a more plain Surface, fo that the Rays of 
Light, admitted into the Eye, would not (without 
fuch artificial Glaffes) fall properly convergent up-, 
on the Retina. 

As to your being an Author of fuch Treatife up- 
on the Eye, &c. and yet alive, I am very glad of 
it ; and, I now aflure you under my Hand, that (fo 
far as I arn a Judge) you are both a good Author 
and Compiler, therefore pray be not difpleas*d at 
me for mentioning you in my Book, as guilty only 
of one Miftake •, fince I am not, neither pretend to be, 
infallible, tho* I muft own, I am a little pofitive, 
where the Praftice is warranted by Experiments, 

If there be any Thing farther you would have 
me explain my felf in, I am ready to do it wheji 
thereto requefted by any Gentleman, either of the 
Faculty, or otherwife ; and as I expeft to be in 
London e'er long, I fhall make it my Bufinefs tp 
wait upon you, and difcourfe the Thing over calm- 
ly, for I would not have you and I to fall out, and 
thereby verify what the famous burlefque Poet 
fays with relation to all Profeflions except Law* 
yers, (viz.) 

Divines 



Digitized by VjOOQ LC 



to and from Dr. Bracken, on Farriery^ £ 

Divines of all forts, and Phyficians. 

Philofophers, Mathematicians ; 

The Galenifts, and Paracelfian^ 

Condemn the Way each other deals in ; 

Anatomifts difledt and mangle, 

To cut themfelves out Work to wrangle ; 

Aflrologers difpute their Dreams, 

That in their Sleep they talk of Schemes ; 

And Heralds ftickle who got who, 

So many hundred Years ago. 

I am, Sir, 

Your molt humble Servant, 

Henry Bracken. 



rswgr 

Second LETTER to Dr. Bracken. 

Sir* 

I Received the Favour of your complaifant Let- 
ter, in anfwer to my Firft, (tho* I can' hardly 
judge it very direft in anfwer to my Interroga- 
tions.) Neither can I imagine that the World is 
to judge fo favourably of my Treatife becaufe you 
quote one Paffage only, and at the fame time fup- 
pofe, or affirm me to be mifiaken in that one Par- 
ticular: That from thence, I fay, they are to think 
that you mean (or that it's in effeft faying) that the 
reft of the Performance is very good. But you'll 
pleafe, Sir, to obferve pifo, that in the fame page, 
185, in your Book (omitted in the Letter) you 
there likewife fay, that I am moft certainly wrong in 
this, becaufe (continue you) we never couch a Cata- 
ra£t but we cut the Capfula, or thin Membrane* &c. 
That there are feveral Errors in my Book, whether 
of Language, Orthograghy, &V. I am pretty well 
allured of ; yet I have not much inclined to remo- 

* 3 del, 
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6 Letters, Notes, ©V. relating to tbelLv?.] 

del, or improve it, as not inclining to be more di- 
ftinguifh'd in that Branch, than in any other of the 
Profeffion (which I pretend to underftand equally 
well) fince the Faculty in general are but too apt 
to diftinguilh a Man on fuch'Branch only, in which 
they find him knowing : They being for the moft 

fart but too deficient in this Particular. Nor fhall 
pretend to determine how often, fo very much 
more knowing they are in other Branches ; yet I 
have left off all Operations in this, or any other 
•way, many Years ago. However, Sir, whatever 
Faults or Miftakes there may be contained in the faid 
Treatife, you have not yet hit upon the right one. 
You feem then, to me, Sir, if not to contradift 
yourfelf in your Letter, you at leaft appear (plainly 
enough without; perceiving it) to anfwer yourfelf 
in the Charge you bring againft me. Yet e'er I go 
further on this Head, I muft again obferve to you 
(as in my former) that the Paflage you quote out 
of my Treatife is on my DiffeElion of the Eye, and 
particularly that of the Cryftalline Humour ', in its 
ferfeft and natural State, without Maladie, &c. 
Now if then, as you fay, you agree with me that the 
Cryftalline is not any ways adherent to the Membranes 
that fur, ound it ; muflit not then, Sir, on cutting 
fuch, and making a fufficient Aperture in the faid 
Membrane, or Sacculus, neceflarily follow, that 
the faid Lens* or Cryftalline (no way adherent) will 
fpring or fall out ? Had you differed this Part in 
its natural State, and then told me it was not fo, you 
would then, indeed, have faid fomething ; tho* I 
think you hive been wifer than to acquaint me with 
fuch News. And now, Sir, tho* I think I have 
here faid fufficient to prove it true, what I have there 
faid in my Treatife, fince I fpeak not of Difeafes in 
that part of the faid Book ; yet for your farther 
Satisfaction, I will go a little farther with you, c- 
ven in the Difeafe attending that Part , from which 

H (PiP 
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to and from Dr. Bracken, on Farriery, f 

(Difeafe) you are pleafed to take your Proofs of my 
DifTe£tionK)f & found Eye, being wrong. Admitting 
then, Sir, the Maladie of the Cryftalline or Cata- 
raff (as you fay, J and that you do cut the Capfula 
of the Cryftalline in couching the Cataratt ; and that a 
number of the Laminae are turned off by the Needle, 
when as it were (fay you) the Cryftalline is fcraped. 
Now* then, Sir, the Membrane of Capfula being 
thus furely fufficiently cut, lacerated* or taken off, 
and the Lens or Cryftalline tho' fo dife#s'd, yet being 
no way adherent to its faid Membrane, what, in the 
nan\e of goodnefs, fhould hinder it from falling 
down, even as the former in the perfect State ?- Am 
I then, Sir, to be publifh'd certainly wrong and 
miftaken, &c. becaufe you fee not clearly the Dif- 
ficulties following thereon, as to the nature of Vi- 
fion, &c ? or am I, or muft I then account to you 
for all the Difficulties you meet with in your Prac- 
tice ? or on this Head ? Otherwife you'll rafhly 
brand me to the World with being miftaken, wrong, 
&c* But, Sir, tho* I have not granted all you af- 
fert in the Affair of operating ; neither do I judge 
it neceflfary to call upon you, fufficiently to prove 
the whole, fince my Intention here, is rather to de- 
fend myfelf, than to criticife. However, Sir, fince 
there is like to be no Peace in Ifrael if I do not 
feme way account or anfwer you how Vifion is per- 
formed •> fhould the difeas'd Cryftalline fall or be 
beaten down, I muft then obferve and own to you, 
Sir* that I am not a little furpriz'd at your afking 
(or of your Difficulty in this) when I confider (be- 
ing credibly informed) that you have not only trans- 
lated Monfieur Maitre-Jean •> but that you have e- 
ven writ Notes upon him, which you intend to pub- 
lifh. What fhall I fay then ? For tho* I have not 
look'd into that Author upwards of twenty Years, 
yet I well remember, you might there fufficiently 
fatisfy your felf about the nature of Vifion, on the 
■> B 4 difeas 9 d 
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8 Letters, Notes, &c. relating to the Eye, 

Jifeas'd Cryftalline or CataraEt being beaten down, 
which, according to that Author, by its Prejfure on 
theJiJe or lower Edge of the vitreous Humour, which 
(by its natural Sloftnefs) occafions the Cavity of the 
laid Humour to arife ; and thus to become convex,* 
and fo in a great meafure to anfwer the defedt of 
want of the Cryftalline , tho y never (fays he) to fee 
fo well as before, which (continues he) they never do 
after couching. But now I think, ori't, you might have 
feen all this and much more from the laid Author 
in my Book, page 79 and 88. Am I then, Sir, to 
acquaint you with all this, after your juft now tranf- 
lari'ig and writing Notes on that Author? But now, 
z~ to my own particular Opinion on this Subjc:ft, I 
might, perhaps, be able to fay more, or even fome*- 
what new •, but I judge that 1 have at prefent laid » 
enough to have render'd this LetLer fyfficiently 
long. However, I muft yet obferve, it feems ne- 
„ceflary I fhould yet write to you, tho* you propofe 
coming to Town, fince I underftand they are upon 
publifhing a new Edition fpeedily of your Farriery, 
in which I fhould expert fome Alteration, Poft- 
fcript, or Errata, &c. if you any way allow to b$ 
{rue, what is here advanced, from, 

Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 

P T - Kennedy. 

P. S. I cannot judge the Compiles from bur- 
lefque Wits or Poets to be of great Force, when 
on ferious Subje&s •, fince generally but Wit at befl, 
and meant as fuch by the Author, rarely to bear a 
ftrid: Scrutuny. Hudibras well knew, that though 
Money-ge ting- Lawyers agree in taking Money, 
' or, like Swifs, fight for their Pay ; yet he well 

knew 
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knew (I fay) alfo, that the greateft Lawyers, who 
fought Truth principally, as Gretius, Selden, & c 
writ whole Volumes againft each other. 



Dr. Ke n n e p y V third LETTER 
Sir, 

I Was in hopes of having received fome Anfwer 
from you to my laft (to wit, my f eC0 nd Letter) 
being an Anfwer to your firft ; which faid Re- 
fponfe to yours, you muft necefTarily either have 
found to be erroneous or juft: If the firft, you ought 
no doubt, in fuch cafe to have fhewn me mv Er' 
ror, and fo to vindicate what you had before af- 
firm d ; which I doubt not you would readily e- 
nough have done, had there been the Jeaft room 
for it But if found juft, I f ay , I cannot imagine 
but that you ought as freely and readily to have 
own c lit fo to be ; especially if you fincerely feek 
after Truth only and not an Obftinacy of refufing 
to acknowledge it > fince, as you obferve, Huml 
mmefierrare. For my own part, were I guilty 
of fuch a Fau t I ftould very readily, fo? the 
fakeof Mankind freely own it } there bring 
lefs Dilhonour in fo doing than in the refufal, or 
jn the perfifting in Error. Thus a Man who only 
feeks Truth, Jufttce, and Improvement, will be in 
no >Fear or Apprehenfions in communicating his 
Thoughts under his hand. But 'tis well Sir if 
you be not more ready to attack without giving 
proper Nottce in fuch Affairs than' to defend, and to 
make good fuch attack, fuch Perfon (unawares at 
tack'd having recover'd himfelf, or be7ng now 
properly prepared and in a State of doing himfe7f 
Jgzce Or, have I then in my laft refolved or 
ftefy d you in your Difficulties, yet incline not £ 
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OWn it ? Nor judge proper to back (as you fay) 
Qvbat you have averted in your Farriery. However, 
Sir* fince I cannot have a more full or a more di* 
feci Anfwer from you, I moft conclude that you 
ft ill approve of that you firft publijhed \ fince the 
fame Words are in the fecond Edition continued as 
fcefofe* and juft now publilhM ; even fince the 
writing yoli my laft Letter, by which I required art 
Alteration to be made in that particular, of my being 
icrong, &c. in yourfaid fecond Edition ; which 'tis 
tfue, the Bookfeller acquainted me was printed off 
iefore I fpoke, and could not. therefore be alter'd 
Without great Charge % that it was bis Book, not 
yOurs 5 isc. I told him, as I had done you, it 
Jtiight be ftipply'd by Errata or Poftfcript y at a 
ftfi&li Etfpence i Nor was it any way material tome 
who the Book belonged to. Now, fince there has 
feeefi fio regard had to thtkRtmonftrances -, nor that 
jrdtf have taken any Notice, or to have made the 
ieaft Apology i or fo doing \ I muft, I fay, in effeft 
theft conclude, fuch fecond Publication to'be a kind 
of Anfwer* I have, however, always, firft chofe 
to communicate my Thoughts to fuch as have done 
file any Injuftice, father then raflily to take the 
liiore rigid way of doing my felf Juftice, and have 
thus accordingly ftill chofe to write you this •, 
tho* probably from what has before been obferv'd, 
*tis likely you judge you have taken the Method 
moil proper for yourfelf, and confequently leave 
file to take mine i or to determine what is moft fui* 
table \o 

Your humble Servant, ££c» 

¥ork-houfe> March 

the 4th, 1 ? 3 7-8. London. 

N. B. The firft Poft I might reafonably have e£* 
pefted yOuf Anfwer, I found inftead thereof you 
had writ to your Bookfeller, who, in a few days 

there- 
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thereafter, publifh'd your fecond Edition of the faid 
Farriery, in all probability by your Dire&ion that 
Poft, at which time I underftood that your Affairs 
together were then finiih'd, and intended not now 
to come to Town as you had propofed, 

jDr.BR acke ^s fecond LETTER. 

Lane after, 7 th March, 1737, 
Sir, 

! r Received your fecond Letter this Poft, and fhould 
L have anfwer'd your firft before now if Bufinefs 
ad not hinder'd; and really if I had found any 
Reafon to alter my Opinion, I fhould (on read- 
ing yours) have omitted fome fmall Concerns, I 
had then in hand, to have given a proper An- 
£wer ; however, I now fay, and vouch it, as aa 
undoubted Truth to a Demonftration, {viz.) That 
'tis impoffible, according to the Rules in Optics, 
for the vitreous Humour to fupply the place of the 
Cryjialline, when the latter is wholly beat down, 
or put out of its place in couching for a Catara£t> 9 
and this is very eafy to be lhewn in a Camera Ob~ 
fcura, for you cannot, by any Glafs, or Diaphanous 
Medium, in the Shape and Figure of the vitreous 
Humour, either before or after the Cryftallint is re- 
mov'd, caufe the Luminous Rays to become conver- 
gent upon the Retina •, nay, even not fo much as to 
reprefent any Image whatsoever : tho* I will readily 
own, fuchPerfon may diftinguifh Light from outer 
Darknefs, and fome of the Colours which contain 
the largeft Particles of Matter, fuch as Red, &c. 

If you only place yourfelf in a proper Camera 
Obfcura with a Glafs of a fit Convexity to reprefent 
the Cornea, and another held in your Hand (which 

muft 
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filitft fee of a larger Sphere than the firft) to repre- 
sent the Cryftalline, I fay, by this means the Rays 
becdnle properly convergent upon the Retina, or 
-white Paper; but, on taking away the convex 
Glafs in youf Hand, and placing a Glafs of a gld^ 
- bular Figure, (that being near the Figure of the 
WUrtous Humour* when you raifeit up, as imagin'd, 
in the place of the Cryfialline ;) I fay, by fuch a 
Glafs'j fiof other Diaphanous Body of^tjie'fame 
Shape, will you be able to bring the Rays to a 
proper Focus upon the Paper that reprefents the 
Retina. 

I muft confefs Maitre-Jean has worded the Para- 
graph as you mention*, but tho* I believe him a 
very good, flay* one of the beft Authors of his 
Time, yet I know he is often miftaken in his Ac- 
counts with relation to the nature df Vifion, which 
proceeds from his Deficiency in the Knowledge of 
Natural Philofophy ; And this is no wonder, feeing 
Jnoft of the French are ignofant of that branch of 
lifeful Learning, being generally very volumi* 
fious, and very infipid. 4 

If you will pleafe to ftate the Cafe, and keep 
to the Point, I fliall willingly anfwer in the beft 
manner I am able ; and if we cannot agree about 
the Matter, I would have us confent to the Deter- 
mination of a third Perfon, well fkill'd in Opticks ^ 
and no doubt but fuch there are in England, altho' 
but very few, I fear, otherwife we fhould not fo 
often fee Blunderers rais'd to Dignities which they 
are not worthy of ; for neither Grant, Read, nor 
Taylor, three Oculifts to the Court in the late 
Reigns, knew any thing of the Matter, which 
fhews how deficient we are in judging of proper 
Perfons to reftore us to our Eye-fight, when we 
want fuch Helps. 
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I fhall come to Town yet, and L think to fetflfi 
at London ; therefore I muft defer ipy fyrttef 
Anfwer to your Queries 'till then, and am, 

SIR, 
Tour's Jinceretyy 

Henry Bracked. 

P. S. Pray excufe Hafte, for I have writ Poftr 
hafte. 

Dr. Kennedy's Fourth LETTER. 

I Now freely own to you, Sir, that your fecojid 
or laft Letter of the 7th of March, vouches t§ 
me {as you fay) for an undoubted Truth to a Demon- 
firation, that it is unneceflary for roe to be mucfr 
defirous of any more of your Anfwers on tfce pr&r 
fept Subjeft, or any longer to continue fuch an'un? 
fatisfadfcory and unprofitable a Correfpopdence j 
which I freely own alfo, I now almoft think J 
might as well not have troubled myfelf with : Bgg 
Men muft experience each other firft by Correr 
fppndence, orotherwife, before they can fufficienf r 
ly know each other. I might indeed have fati£ 
fied myfelf (perhaps) on this Head, had I rea4 
your Books ; but 'tis very certain that I read n$ 
more of 'em than that Paragraph, or Part, whicfr 
relates tp me-, and now, probably, I Ihall npt 
much incline to examine any further after theijj^r 
cimens of Letters you have thought fit to fend me. 
You warily obferye in your laft, That you w^it§ 
Poll-bafte. Yes, truly, it would verily feem fo j 
and 'tis well if you do not read fo likewife, if not 
when afleep. In your laft, then, you call my third 
Letter my fecond, 'and my fecond rpy firft; whicl] ? 
ycu fay, you would have anfwefd fooner, &c, 

4 wher^r 
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whereas you had already anfwer'd my firft by your 1 
firft fome Weeks before \ yet this is a fmall Fault, 
eafy to be excus'd, in one who writes Poft-hafte. 
But it appears (I doubt) to a Demonftration, that 
you publifh your Remarks fo alfo, if not your 
Books in general. I cannot but at the fame time 
obfcrve, it feems more than probable, that my 
forefaid late preffing Letter in a great meafure 
forc'd your fecond Anfwer \ tho* not one Word to 
the real purpofe in queftion, yet merely ferv'd to 
demo«ftrate, that you refolv'd to fay fomething, in 
order ftiffly to deny, £sV. (as in your firft) you 
freely own, that you are a little pofitivet It is well 

if the World do not conftrue it Obftinacy in - • 

or even in the cleareft cafe. But in your laft, Sir, 
you obferve, That you found no reafon to alter your 
Opinion. I do indeed much queftion that any Rea- 
fon, tho* e'er fo evident, can bring you to own 
your Error. Could any thing be more evident^ 
clear and plain, than what I writ you in my fe- 
cond, to wit, my Anfwer to your firft Letter? 
wherein I obferv'd, what you attack* d, and faid in 
your Book I was miftaken in, was, That of the De- 
fection of the Cryftalline Humour in its natural State, 
particularly, that of the fpringing, or falling out of 
the faid Cryftalline, on cutting its Tunic, Sacculus, 
or Capfula : Of all which you think proper not to 
take the leaft notice in your faid laft, becaufe (no 
doubt) I had fufficiently prov'd that to be true 
from your own Words, viz, That the Cryftalline 
is not any ways adherent to the Membranes that 
furroundit •, and muft therefore necefiarily fol- 
low, that, on cutting the faid Membranes, // fnuft 
confequently fall out : Which, as I thgp told you, 
was a full Anfwer (without going any further) to 
what you charg'd me with being miftaken, &c. 
in your faid Bo6k. Yet with Good- Nature, in- 
clining to indulge you y fo to illuftrate thefe Mat- 
ters 
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tcrs a little farther, for your more particular fie* 
hoof and Inftruftion in that which you plainly ap* 
pear'd to be at a lofs in. I then alfo obferv*d t§ 
you, that it muft like wife as neceflarily follow, £3 
like manner, in the difeas'd Cryftalltne, as in jhg 
other ', by your. own forefaid Rule, of its being n$ 
ways adherent ', &c. I even then, yet farther ftjlj 
to illuftrate Matters for your proper Satisfadijon, 
inclin'd to acquaint you with what you feem'd to be 
#t a great lofs in, and feemingly intirely un&Gr 
quainted with \ even tho' as faid, that you have 
tranflated the Author whofe Opinion I mendon*(j. 
you on that Head, and that you had alfo read nw 
Book, which likewife quotes the fame Author an$ 
Particular * becaufe as I thenobfervM, without fQm§ 
fuch Indulgence towards you, there was not like tpfo 
finy Peace in Ifrael. Now, what is the Confequeneg 
of all this, or of fuch a generous Ufage and IqduL- 
gence, (no way neceflary to make good the regj 
Matter in difpute, already fufficiently proved frojcs 
your own Words?) Why, truly, the confequen£§ 
is, that you think fit, in your faid fecond <4nfwer, tQ 
drop, and take no further notice of this material 
Part, or of the real Thing ; but, like a drowning 
or dying Man, you lay fall hold of that which h 
no way material to the real Thing in debate, (firj| 
laid down) but, I fay, catch faft hold of that whicj| 
I gave you as the Opinion of a noted 4uthor on jh^f 
Head, yet at the fame time alfo acquainting you tfraf 
J referv'd my own private Opinion on this HeacJ. 
How is it then that we fhall find the prefent State 
of the Cafe ? Why, truly, you have intirely dpopf 
or retreated from me, to intrench yourfelf in ypup 
Camera obfcura ; or like a blind Man y who can- 
not diftinguijh Colours, or fee Things, threflm al] 
that comes in his Way, or lays faft hold of any qji§ 
that happens to be next him: and thus you h^yg 
in like manner laid faft hold of Monjieur Maifrt- 
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Jean* and would rake him for me ; and the great 
misfortune is, that you would, or really feem not 
to know it : But then, you are ready to cry out, 
if this be the cafe, that you have hold of him in- 
fix-ad of me, it muft furely in honour lie on me 
to relieve him. No truly, Sir, I think not; e'en 
fight himfelf; &c. I have bufinefs of my own * nor 
do I know that I am obligM to any fuch Underta- 
kings But, alas! Sir, I milft as yet acquaint you, e- 
- fpecially fince you mention referring the Difpute be- 
twixt us to a third Per/on, if any fuch there are (fay 
you) proper* &c. that the Difficulty or Conteft you 
are now in with Maitre-Jean has been long fince 
fufficiently debated^ &f con, before the Literati 
in France* and elfewhere, and on which whole Vo- 
Jumes have been writ ; fo that it appears to a De- 
monjlration* that you are intirely unacquainted with 
this, as well as with the various Diflertations to 
the fame purpofe in the Journals des Scavans* on 
which the faid Literati have already made their 
Decijions., But had you a little better examin'dmy 
Treatife (without reading all thefe) particularly in 
Page 23, 76, 78, jy* and 80, you might there 
poQit>Jy have found Sufficient on this Head, with^ 
out going further, and thus have prevented all 
this Trouble. Nor would I fuppofe you to want 
one to explain it for you* or fhould you yet think 
proper to look into it again, I would then bar 
your reading it Poft-bafte. But it feems likewife 
ft range you fhould propofe to me the refer- 
ring to a third Perfon what you have already 
publifh'd as certain * but the World ( I doubt) 
will plainly enough fee to a Demonflration* that 
your Certainty at beft is very uncertain : Befides 
that, as I have faid, what you propofe to refer, pro- 
perly belongs to Maitre-Jean* and his Adherents, 
whereas you feem to be on the fide of TVoolhoufe y 
probably without knowing your Leader. But 

fince 



Digitized by LiOOQ LC 



to and from Dr. Bracken, on Farriery, ij 

fince I here mention Maitre-Jean, whom you allow- 
to be one of the -beft Authors of his Time, yet you 
at the fame time obfervehim to be often mijlaken^ as 
well as very deficient , or ignorant in natural Philofo- 
fhy\ and that all his Countrymen (confcquentfy he 
alfo) are very voluminous andinfipid. Now, what, in 
the Name of Goodnefs, fhould poflefs any ons (as it 
feems you have) to tfanflate fuch an ignorant, dull, 
infipid Author ? tho* all the Harm I wifh you is, 
that you knew one half as much. In fine, Sir, I 
wi(h you alfo knew when, where, and whom to at- 
tack, as well as when to give Up. I now muft 
leave you to remain confinM in your Camera obfcu- 
ra, whilft I remain, 

Your's, &V. 
Tork-boufe, March >, 
the 16th, 1737-8. Pt. Ke^ 

London. 

Dn Bracken's third LETTER. 

Lane. 19 March, 1737. 
SIR, 

I Am not fo faft fhut up in my Camera Obfcura, 
or bewildered in your Labyrinth of Wordsj as 
you may imagine •, and, 1 affure you, I am ready, 
without any ill-natur'd Language, to enter the 
Lifts with you, and print our Difputes in the pub- 
lick Papers. 

You will wonder if I fhould guefs your Age by 
your way of writing ; yet, I think, I can come 
pretty near it, tho* I have no other Helps : for 1 
never heard of your being very eminent in the Pro- 
feflion, therefore I might not fo well know your 
Standing, as we term it. Well then, let me fee, 
you are about 55, and therefore growing old, and 
C crabbed. 
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crabbed, but not one whit the wifer than you were 
in 171 3, when you publifhed your Book, intitled 
Ophthalmography or at leaft you are unwilling to 
own it. But, when Jefting is over, I muft infift 
upon it, that the Cryftalline Humour of the Eye will 
not) in a natural State, on cutting the Tunica Ara- 
nea, immediately fpring out of its Place. And here- 
in, I think, I fairly attack and contradift your Doc- 
trine ; nay, and I will make it appear too : For I 
need only take a Calfs or a Sheefs Eye, if you'll 
allow the Experiment to be as good, and I think 
it is, on thofe Creatures, as human Bodies ; I 
fay, I will take one of thofe Eyes, and with a 
Needle fcrape off feveral Lamina of the Cryftalline, 
and afterwards diffeft the Eye, when yeu will find 
the Cryftalline in its proper Place. But, perhaps, 
Dr. Kennedy may fay 5 tis poflible to do this, with- 
out cutting the Capfulaoi the Cryftalline, tho* I be- 
lieve his Opinion will be fole : I can alfo tell the 
Reafon why the Cryftalline does not immediately 
fpring out on cutting the Capfula when we couch a 
Cataraft. But this may ferve for another Epiftle, 
if you defire it. 

As to your Journal des Scavans, I "have read them, 
as well as moft Phyfical Effays which relate to a 
human Body, and I hope I have digefted them, 
tho* you fay I read and write poft-hafte : And, in 
my opinion, we muft read fafter than you feem to 
write, or elfe we fhall but make a poor Progrefs 
in our way of Bufinefs : For, if you forget not 
the firft Aphorifm of our Leader, you will be of 
opinion, that Life is fhort, &c. and that if a Man's 
Head be truly fafhion'd, or bien tourner, as the 
French have it, he will eafily fift the Chaff from. 
the Grain, without fplitting Hairs, as they do in 
the Journal des Scavans. 

I can tell you of a Man, and his Name. too, that 
fell thro* the Ice, and was feveral Fathom under 



water. 
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water, for the Space of fix Hours, and after that 
Was taken out living, when he declared he heard 
the Bells at Stockholm ring mod of the time he was 
in his watry Element: Yet tho* this is authen- 
tickly recorded, believe it who will, notwithftanding 
* the plaufible Argument of the Foramen Ovale 
being open, in this particular Subjeft. 

If you write any more, don't be ill-natur'd ; for 
If you are, I will publilh an Advertifement, and 
give you a fair Challenge to anfwer me, fo that the 
World may judge whether or no I have wrong* d you. 

I can't fay I read your Book about the Eye 
over; but I read fo far as to find it was publifhed* 
fix Years after Maitre Jean's, and that you under* 
ftood fo much "French as to become a Plagiary ', 
which was far enough for 

Tours, &c. 
To Dr. Kennedy, at Tork- 

Houfe, York-Buildings, PL Bracken. 

London. 



Critical Remarks, fa way 0/ Anfwer, to Dr. Brac- 
ken's third or laft LETTER. 
IT is remarkable in my laft, or 4th Letter to 
this Author, (as there obferved) that the two 
Specimens of Letters he had fent me (the fecond 
of which was absolutely forced from him with 
difficulty) were fully fufficient to fatisfy me fo far, 
as not to defire any more of fuch idle, frothy, pre* 
tending, trifling, and Jhifting Stuff, fo little to the 
; true purpofe (whether from a real Ignorance, much 
to be fufpedled) or that it was otherwife, made ic 
much the fame to me. I was however well fatif- 
fied that fuch a fmart Reprefentation and Ridicule of 
his Defence, (as that I laft fent him) muft either 
bring him to his Senfes, or otherwife, at leaft fpur 
him to an Anfwer (which he fo little inclined to, 

C 2 as 
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as may eafijy be perceived by his fecond) and this 
lal^; effeft it had with full fufficient Speed \ being 
it was inftantly anfwered, as may be obferv'd by the 
Dates of the faid Letters, altho' I in reality wanted 
no more of any fuch wild, bewilder' d Epijlies. Ne- 
verthelefs, I cannot but fay, that this third or laft 
Letter of his fatisfied me beyond any of the for- 
mer, fince he, by this, painted himfelf out more 
exaftly (his Spirit and Metal being'now thus raifed) 
he accordingly fo better difcover'd his naked Wit 
and Capacity, Penetration, Obftinacy, Contradic- 
tion, Vanity, Forwardnefs, Memory, Knowledge or 
Sincerity, &c. All which ft 111 confirm'd me the 
more not to trouble myfelf any further with the 
continuance of fuch &n unprofitable Correfyon&zncz. 
Thus then I have rather chofe to make my Re- 
marks (to thePublick) on this his third or laft Let- 
ter, than any other way to anfwer it ; by which 
fuch as incline to amufe themfelves this way, or 
who any way think it worthy of their perufal, may % 
have this Opportunity, and thus judge thereof, as 
they (hall think moft proper. 

Firft, then, It is very well known that there are 
few who are fo clofely Jhut up in their Camera Ob- 
fcura, or Dark Room, where I left him, but that 
they will every now and then bolt to the Grate, ftill 
fo to /putter in your Face, there to curfe and fwear y 
as alfo, to continue to give bad and foul Language j 
fo likewife to call you Names •, or, laftly, to throw- 
even the Contents of their P ff P 1 in your 

Face, as a full Proof of the ftrongeft and beji Rea- 
fon they are able to give you. 

My Labyrinth of Words, as he mentions it, is 
fuch a Labyrinth, (I dare to affert, and do believe, 
that moft of Mankind will be of the fame Opinion) 
that it is fully fufficient to keep him fo Jhut up, as 
never to be able to get out of it. But if he would al - 
fo be underftood, as he feems to infmuate, that I 

have 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



to and from Dr. Bracken, on Farriery. 21 

have there ufed too great a Number of Words ; I 
will eafily and readily agree, that fo many ufed to 
fome Men might juftly enough be reckoned too 
many % but when we confider them as ufed to thofe 
of lejfer Capacity, Penetration and Perfpicuity, or 
that it proceeds from an untoward ObJlinacy> or a 
real natural DefeR, the Want of Apprehenjlon, or 
the Unwillingnefs to the receiving of any juft Im- 
prej/ions, it will then, in fuch cafe (I believe) be 
found to be abfolutely neceflary to ufe full as ma- 
ny (not fewer) Words ; being that fuch undocil 9 
muddy, opake Genius's, muft have the fame Words* 
Phrafes, or Senfe, feveral times repeated over to 
them, and perhaps even varioufly changed alfo, in- 
to different Shapes and Forms, before they will, or 
can rightly comprehend the Meaning thereof; and 
even laftly, but rarely, or ever jujlly, to take, or 
receive the Whole. 

As to his Affurance of being ready, without any ill- 
natured Language, &c. I muft refer this Particular to 
the Public, to confider the v ery good-natured Language 
he goes on with in the faid Letter; as firft, in ob- 
ferving that of my Age, my growing old and crabbed, 
my want of Eminence in the Profeffion, my not 
being one whit the wifer than in the Tear 1713, cal- 
ling me a Plagiary, &c. Toanfwer him then in his 
own Stile, (being I never faw him) were I to guefs 
his Age, by his manner of Writing, Apprehenfion 
and Judgment, Haftinefs, or Tejlinefs, with the Po- 
litenefs of his Words, or the Crabbijlonefs of his is v- 
preffions, I muft confequently judge him to be a- 
bout Nine, or Ninety, if not about 100, becaufe old 
Folks are commonly faid to be twice Children. 

As to the Word Eminence, he is p leafed to 
make ufe of, particularly in fo far as it relates to 
the Profejfion, this feems to me to be fuch a moft 
notable, and fo very copious a Field, that I could, 
methinks, write a whole Volume on this exten-* 
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five Subjed. I fhall however, at prefent, content myv 
felf with the few following Hints thereon, viz. Firfi, 
That I had examin'd nothing with regard to his 
Eminence, or that of his Standing, when I firft writ 
into Lancafhire to him, otherwife I might pro- 
bably have faved myfelf that Trouble ; but fo far 
from having the leaft Thought or Confideration of 
his, or any other Perfon's Eminence, who in fome 
remote Corner might apply himfelf to the patch- 
ing up a Treatife of Farriery (tho* even filch'd) 
from the principal Authors on that Subjeft, for the 
Ufe of fuch country Folks as know no better ; yet 
had he, I fay, been a profejfed Farrier, who had 
been idle enough to gather together, out of others, 
fuch a Jumble to make up a Book, whom never- 
thelefe I could at the' fame time any way ima- 
gine to have the leaft good Intention ; any one fuch 
then, I fay, being pleafed to quote a Paflage out of 
any Treatife written by me, and which Pajfage he 
judg'd, and publifh'd as erroneous, at the fame time 
feeming to allow the reft of the faid Treatife to be 
good \ I Ihould from thence imagine, that he meant 
no ill, and fo readily conclude, that he deferv*d to 
be writ to, and I would accordingly endeavour to 
fet him right, by a Letter on that Head, merely out 
of Good-nature and Humanity, as well as from a 
Love of Truth. Thus to fet a bewildered Stranger 
in the right Road, and from a Defire, at the fame 
time, that the reft of the heedlefs part of Mankind 
might not follow fuch a ftr 'oiling Guide, or in the 
leaft to be led aftray by any fuch. But now, to 
come yet a little clofer to the word Eminence, 
I muft own I fhould not have been difpleafed that 
he had given us his own particular Definition 
thereof, (being he may have affixed fome fpecial 
Ideas of his own thereto, beyond the common.) 
However, as to my own particular, I muft freely 

own, 
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own, I trouble my felf very little (or not at all) a- 
boat the common Name, or the Title, which a Man 
receives in the World, whether by Cufiom, Fa- 
vour, Intereft, &c. or with that of the Show and 
Figure which he makes, or even that of his great 
Flutter in Bufinefs, or the common Vogue and loud 
Cry that runs after any fuch Perfbn, fince he may, 
for all this Show, Noife and Flutter, be little or no 
better than a pompous Charletan in afplendid Equi- 
page, &c. No, no; thefe are not in the leaft 
any of my Confederations, or what I have the leaft 
regard to, with fuch I incline to correfpond, or 
reap the leaft Inftruftion from, fince it is that of a 
real Knowledge in what a Man pretends to, and 
ought to under/land : Let him be e'er fo obfcure in 
the molt private Cottage or Garret \ tho' even there 
in Rags, I fhall rather endeavour to do the Juf- 
tice due to fuch Merit, and be at leaft forry he re- 
mains fo much hid, and fo much negleUed by the 
World, the Fate of many, perhaps even the greatejl 
Men. What is it to me, that a rattling, fluttering, 
hurrying, buftling, cloudy-pated, confufed, or grave- 
ly vain Fellow, makes the moft pompous Show, ei- 
ther in his Equipage, or manner of living ? is great* 
ly fought after, and admir'd too by Town and 
Country, nay has even all the fine Titles too, as well 
as of the longeft Jlanding, and thus to be regarded 
by the unthinking Town, and with the nonpenetra- 
ting Country-Folks to be that moft defcrvedly emi- 
nent Perfon ; when at the fame time, I fay, upon 
a due Scrutiny, I do in reality find there is little of 
that true Knowledge in him, or of that he pretends 
to, and fhould know. Are not, or ought not, thefe 
rather to be greater Proofs that he deferves only, 
for fuch, to be the more contemned and defpifed ? 
Thus, fhould the Apprentice Boy of a Surgeon or A- 
pothecary, of but a Twelvemonth's ftanding, know 
more of Anatomy or Phyfick, than our bufy, pre- 
C 4 tending 
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tending Critic, I fhould efteem and conclude the 
former to be the moft valuable, (nay, in my Eyes, 
the more defervedly eminent too) and that the lat- 
ter only deferv'd to be laugh d at for his Titles* 
Long-Jlanding, or any other kind of vain Eminence, 
if he had it. In this manner it is then, that the 
Reality, not the Names or Shadows of Things are 
only fought after and regarded with Men of real 
and true Knowledge. But qo\f,as to my own Par- 
ticular (efpecially in this way) has not my Treatife 
of the Eye been well enough received in the World ? 
Nay, has not even he himfelf allowed and own'd it 
under his own hand to be good ? What is it then 
properly he has further to do with ? or what has he 
to do with this Eminence ? However then, even 
to give fome Anfwer to this improper and impolite 
Queftion, without, at the fame time, fuppofing my 
felf to be any way like fome Men of the greateft 
Merit , who (as has been obferv'd) have often had 
the leajl Intereft^ fo (generally) they have alfo had 
the moft Enemies, particularly in all corrupt Socie- 
ties or Times -, yet without, I fay, in the lead ap^ 
prehending this to be my Cafe, if he judges of 
Eminence by the Grcatnefs of the Praftice, even 
Galen himfelf, that great Author, and Father of 
the Profeftion, had nothing near fo much Praftice 
as at that time a certain Roman Phyfician, now 
hardly known. Nay it is even a queftion, as fup-r 
pofed, whether Galen was ever Phyfician to the 
Emperor \ or, if he was, what would that prove ? 

Is not Dr. T r, O- to his M ? 

&c. Ratchff furely had much more Bufinefs than 
any of the King or Queen's Phyficians in his time: 
Thus they were more eminent in Honour, whilft he 
was fo in Practice \ nor would he, as 'tis faid, *ac- 
cept of that eminent Station. How little then even 
fome others, any more than he, may efteem, or va- 
lue Titles, Names, or Places, thus to acquire fuch 
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Eminence ', maybe theQueftion? That fo very ce- 
lebrated Author Celfus anb is queftion'd whether 
ever to have prafticed ; nor had he any Titles, that 
we know of: Yet, as to my own particular, who is 
it that can pretend to determine, or fay, whether 
it may be my own Fault, or that of the Negleft of 
the Public, that I am not in the middle of more 
buftle to be fought and run after with fo much 
Noife and Hurry ? Or is it that this excellent Cor- 
refpondent thinks I ought to run about the Country 
feeking for Bufinefs, fo to be more heard of in this 
way ? or, if not this, muft I, to oblige him, (or to 
form him proper Ideas) ftrongly pufh for it, and 
greatly crave it, even in Town ? Suppofing I now 
fhould incline to live without Bufinefs, or be indo- 
lent, or otherwife incline to divert myfelf greatly 
with my particular Pleafures, or that I fhould not 
much incline to be employed, unlefs better paid 
than the ufual, or to have a more confiderable Con- 
fideration at once, for putting others, who defire 
to attend more in common Practice, into the moft pro- 
ber, fafe, andjhorteft Method; (tho* the World may 
not fo readily come into any fuch Scheme ;) or if, as 
yet, that I incline to be gratified, as Lawyers are, be- 
fore-hand, fo better to judge of the Equivalent, for 
putting them in fome fuch like eafier method of 
cure, and that I incline not over-clofcly to be pinrid 
down to common Practice and Attendance, according 
to ufual Form •, how (lands it then ? Or if it be 
that my Intereft in the World be not fufficiently 
ftrong, (fo to be well recommended,) or that I am 
fome how defettive in the knack of pleaftng (any 
more than I am him) other pretending People, Pa- 
tients, Pothecaries, or Praftitioners ; or that I would 
not willingly be fo over-much mark'd out in this 
or any fuch like particular way, (as I had before 
hinted to him in my Letter,) being, as I then told 
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hirn, I pretend equally toundetftand the other Ma- 
ladies of human Bodies : Now, does all this then 
fcrove my Error, or defeft of Knowledge in what 
1 have writ, or prdtend to ? or, is it any Proof of 
iny want of Eminence in this way, becaufe I have 
Hot made a greater Noife or Buftle in Town and Court* 
try ? And yet, notwithftanding all this, I fhould 
have been obliged to him, that he had ihform'd 
fne who there is in our Dominions that has writ bet- 
ter, and is more knowing, or is more eminent in 
this Way, even fmce the time' of my firft pub- 
lifhing that fmall Treatife ? All which I fhould in- 
cline to refer to the moft judicious, of whom I 
tnuft at the fame time ask Pardon, for faying this 
touch of myfelf, which I know is not an agreeable 
Subjeft to the World in general, but that I hope it 
may prove the more pardonable, as being fo forced 
and obliged thereto, thus to advance fo much in 
toy own Defence, a NeceJJity which has no Law. I 
might likewife further obferve, that I had in my 
former Letter acquainted him, that I had long fince 
entirely left off the performing of any Operations, 
which for the moft part carries a good deal of that 
kind of Bufmefs along with it; but, before I en- 
tirely finifh this Affair of Eminence, I fhould be 
glad to know alfo how this critical Author could 
pofTibly be fo very weak, as to quote any Author 
or Treatife (to a vain Pretender to the Difcovery of 
Novelties) as he did mine, and at the fame time to 
upbraid him with not reading or under/landing it, 
unlefs, I fay, he judged fuch Author fufficiently 
eminent, and worth the mentioning. And now, to 
lay afide any further Obfervations on Eminence in 
this Profeflion (tho* I may perhaps anon prefent 
him or others with a particular Receipt on that 
Subjeft for their further Inftru&ion and Govern- 
ment in this way) I fhall now then leave it, and, 
in the next place, obferve, that he after this takes 
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notice, that, tho 9 now old and crabbed, yet that I 
am not one whit the wifer than in the Tear 171 3. 
I have before fpoke of the firft Part, to wit, 
that of old Age , &c. Now, as to the latter part, 

to wit, that of not being any wifer 9 no ; truly 

pot in that particular? I freely own v I am not ; nor 
can I pofiibly defire to be more fo, than the true 
Knowledge of the thing will admit of, to wit, the 
furtheft and greateft Demonfiration of Truth. But 
here it may not be amifs I take fome notice of his 
pretending to anfwer fomewhat to the Affair in 
difpute, before I make any further Anfwers to his 
BilUngfgate Stile, tho* the one is in reality as triflings 
dull, fhtf ting, and chicaning* as the other is rude and 
abufhe. However, he being ftill willing to fay 
fomething, as one whom we fay dies very hard, 
mrwiinding himfelf to be fo hardfet, and thus to 
be entirely drove from all his other Fences or Re- 
fources belonging to Maitre-Jean, whofe Works 
'tis plain he did not know or underjland, tho* he 
pretends (in his Book) to have tranjlated him ; yet 
finding, I fay, to his great forrow, that he was 
now forced to leave thefe dear trifling, gallymafry 
Refources (nothing at all to the real purpofe, but 
merely for the fake of faying fomething) he now 
here then, in this his laft, would pretend to come 
a little more to the real purpofe in difpute, tho', in 
truth, ftill a downright Shift, as well as the former: 
Yet here, however, he would pretend to come to 
the Anatomical Point in difpute, which I had more 
than once obferved to him it entirely turtfd upon, 
and on which he is pleafed to compliment me, in 
his fecond Letter, that I muft have laid -out my Ta~ 
lents very well in Anatomy ; yet, unluckily for him, 
this of Anatomy, which he has no way difcovered 
his tolerable Skill in, is the only Part of the Book 
that he has pretended (or chofe) to criticife on , 
much like fuch who would vainly value themfelves 
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the moft, on that which they are the weakeft in, or 
know the leaft of. Well, let us hear then, The 
Cryftalline Humour of the Eye, fays be, will not in a 
natural State, on cutting the Tunica Aranea, im- 
mediately fpring out of its place. Now this honeft 
Gentleman being (it feems) fo very much in Years, 
that his Memory here altogether fails him, and 
cannot confequently refleft that he in this moft 
plainly contradi&s himfelf,.(unlds yet ftill to call in 
a little further help of a fhamelef Shift or Chicane ', as 
he evidently feems to do) 'being he has (as before 
obferv'd) in his former allowed and declared, that 
the Cryftalline is not any way adherent to its Mem^ 
brane or Tunica Aranea. If fo then, as we have 
likewife already faid, what in the Name of Good- 
nefs fliould hinder it from falling out of this faid 
Tunic, Membrane, or Sacculus, on its being fufficu 
ently laid open? Well, but then, our fhrewd,Jhift- 
ing, philofophick Sophifter has got a Salvo for that 
too, and herein lies his notable Chicane \ for he in-, 
tends to take a fpecial care not to have it fufEci- 
ently laid open, left it fhould fo fall out, tho* I 
fhould be glad to know why, on difiedtion of 
this Part, it fhould not be {ufficiently fo laid open. 
Thus (as has been faid) he choofes to go on, be- 
caufe he would ftill have fomething further to fay, 
more fully to demonftrate how very little he knows 
of the matter, and indeed to prove more fully and 
plainly, that he has never differed a human Eye in 
his whole Life. Well now, be it fo then, as he ap- 
pears to be more converfant with Cattle than with 
human Bodies, he is thus confequently willing to 
beg the queftion •, and fo the better to prove his 
Affertxon, and at the fame time me to be wrong, he 
will make choice of another Subjeft than what I 
fptak or write of: That is, he will prove it (fays 
he) by a Calps or Sheep* s Eye, being he concludes 
the Eyes of thofe Creatures to be exa&ly the 
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Digitized by LjOOQ LC 



to and from Dr. Bracken, on FarrieryC 29 

fame as thofe of human Bodies; which alio 
proves how very little he knows even of compara- 
tive Anatomy. Now not allowing them to be the 
fame, how then ? fince differing, I fay, in feve- 
ral Particulars, befides the oblong Form of the 
Pupil in fuch Animals, which of courfe will 
render it to b^ much more eafy for him to per- 
form fuch an Operation, as he would willingly 
undertake \ or pretend to, (tho* not in the lead any 
way to thepurpofe.) Well but now I find, not- 
withftanding all that's here faid, he ftill much in- 
clines that I would not be fo crabbed, but favour- 
ably and kindly to admit of his Propofal. Well 
then, be it even fo, I will now fo far indulge him 
with his Calf's or Sheep's Eyes, as to fuppofe them 
to be little or no way materially different in the 
•Particular fpoken of and in difpute, to wit, that of 
the Cryftalline, with its Membrane : Very well, and 
this now being allow'd, how then ? Why, truly, 
our nice Operator, or delicate Anatomift, is to in- 
troduce gently his Needle, and then (fays he) fo to 
f crape off fever a I Lamina of the Cryftalline, and after- 
wards difteff the Eye, when you will find the Cryftalline 
in its proper Place. Now, obferve him well, what 
a moft excellent Speech here is, made by our fpe- 
cial Operator and Anatomift ; tho* I would earneft- 
ly beg to know, what, in the name of wonder, is it 
this bufy Needle has ftill to do in this Affair, fpoken 
of in my Book ? On a full DifTedtion of this Part, 
viz. the intire and naked Difcovery of the Cryftal- 
line, by laying its Membrane or Sacculus fujftcient- 
ly open for that purpofe. Or what, for God's fake, 
has this fcr aping oft ' fever al Lamina of the Cryftalline 
(with the faid Needle) to do in this? But, notwith- 
standing all fuch trivial Objetliotis, we are, never- 
thelefs, ftill moft willing to go on with our Story. 
Well, and how then ? Why truly, we would flily, 
and moft carefully, as well as very dextroufly,7?^& in 
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our forefaid valuable Needle ', fo to /crape off the La-* 
mina of our Calf's Eye Cryftalline -, and having 
done this, we would then, even as dextroufly, Jlip 
it out again , without doing any farther Mi f chief t 
And this would be our Method of differing of a 
human Eye ; and our way of fully and fufficiently 
proving (to our own Satisfaction) our Criticifm to 
bejuft, and that our Adverfary, whom we have fa 
judicioufly criticised on, muft apparently and un- 
queftionably be horridly miftaken, and quite wrong in 
his Difleftion ofthefe Parts, or that of a human Eye % 
fo very evidently demonftrated on our Calf's Eye* 
by our moft accurate and peculiar Method of differ 
ting. And this is the Manner of reafoning of this 
admirable, critical Author, and fingular DiffeSor % 
which you'll be pleas'd to allow is not fo greatly a- 
mifs for one fo confined to his Camera Obfcura. But 
to go on, and to prove, yet more fully, fuch Dijfec- 
Hon of the human Eye to be intirely falfe, as mentioned 
in our Farriery, and now foduly chaftizedby us \ we 
alfo think proper to throw you in the Hint, that 
we can alfo tell the Reafon why the Cryftalline does 
not immediately fpring out on cutting the Capfula when 
we couch a Cataraft. Excellently well fhot again, 
(an uhparallel'd Markfman indeed) yes truly ; but 
this (continues he) may ferve for another Epiftle, if 
you deftre it. No, by no means, my dear Sir •, I 
moft heartily beg you would not put yourfelf to any 
fuch unneceflary trouble on my account, fince I 
muft indeed freely own to you, I have had full e- 
fiough of *em ; even tho* we fhould have fuch no- 
table Remarks why Cataracls do not drop or fpring 
cut of a Calfs Eye on differing it, for the difco- 
very of the Cryftalline Humour of a human Eye only. 
But, in reality, he thinks it fomewhat hard this fine 
Story fhould not be heard ; fince all along, whilft in 
his Camera Obfcura, his Head has been fo very full 
of this Maladie, to wit, Catarafts, which fo ob- 
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ftru&sthe Sight when he differs the Eyes of Cattle i 
But now to proceed yet a little further on our pre- 
fent Letter ; let us even ramble fomewhat further on 
the Subjeft of our great reading.^ He now then, 
thinks proper to acquaint us, that he has read all 
thofe Works, the Journal de Scavans^ as well as 
moft phyfical Effays which relate to human Bodies* 
(for he fpeaks not now of Qyadrupedes^ nor of com- 
pleat Treatifes or whole Works^ but of EJfays only.) 
However, thefe he hopes he has digefted well: And 
fo truly it would feem, by his Letters here writj &c 
The next thing then he is pleafed to obferve, and 
find fault with, is, that I do not write fafter^ or 
not enough of it. I know not how much tooflow* 
or too little I may write; but 'tis well if fome may 
not find fault or make flight of my having writ 
fo much -, fo that it will be a hard matter to pleaji 
all Parties. But now how very well his Head is 
truly fafhioned^ and bun Tourner, which he men- 
tions; or how fit it is for the fif 'ting of Chaff y I will 
not pretend to determine : but I'll agree with him f 
as he feems to admit, that it is altogether unfit for 
the fplitting of Hairs > as they do in the Journal des 
Scavans. And here our Angular Critick feems on- 
ly to fall upon the principal known Authors or Lit- 
terati in the World in our Age ; fince the Journal 
des Scavans is only a Colledtion of their principal 
and oioft curious Accounts or Obfervations. Bur 
why fhould not fuch Freedom as this ('tis true) be 
allowed to one fhut up in his Camera in Lancafter ? 
Well, fince fo then, let us e'en yet ramble on more 
fully to prove the Folly of thefe hair 'fplitting 
Meffieurs^ as well as that of the Gafconading Swedes. 
He here then obferves the Ridiculoufnefe of that 
Account, related by them, of the Man who 'tis 
laid lived fo many hours under water. And here 
he feems willing to take an Opportunity of letting 
us know, that he has heard of fuch a Hole as the 
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Foramen Ovale [MA open inthisSubjeft.) But had he 
likewife obferved to us (at the fame, time) the Duc- 
tus Bottali or Arteriofus, and that it alfo remained 
open on that occafion •, he, perhaps then, would 
not have found his AfTertion (fo ftrongly attefted 
by fuch learned Voucher^) to have appear'd to be 
fo very ridiculous \ at leaft Hich Knowledge might 
poffibly have, at leaft, induced him to be a little 
more inclinable to have fufpended his Judgment 
on the Subjeft, without believing himfelf obliged 
to take the Sacrament for the Veracity thereof. 
And as to that of the bearing of Sounds under water \ 
were he (appearingly) better acquainted with the 
Doftrine of Undulation, communicated on or 
through different Fluids or Mediums, probably 
that alfo would then prove to be far lefs wonderful 
to him. 

He, after this, thinks proper to exhort me, 
that if I write any more not to be ill-natured ; for 
if I fhould be fo, he then threatens to publifh an 
Advert ifement, to give me a fair Challenge to anfwer 
him ; fo that the Worlds fays he, may judge , &c. 
"What ! fo very ready to challenge a Perfon not fuf- 
Jiciently eminent ? But that matters not now ; we 
are grown very angry. Well, if fo, I muft leave 
the World to judge whether I have much reafon, 
after what he has writ me, that I fhould neverthe- 
lefs write to him in the beji-naturedand moft pleafing 
Stile? Yet I hope it will, at the fame time, be ob- 
ferved, that I appear not, in writing this, to be 
greatly out of humour : And as to the threatening 
part, which relates to the publifhing of this Dif- 
pute 9 he will by this here find, that I have faved 
him that trouble, being thus willing to oblige him 
in the publifliing it for him. However, if he 
fhould not fo greatly relifh the whole, let him. 
e'en blame himfelf for having forced me to this 
Extremity. But now gome we to the laft Para- 
4 • graph 
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graph of his Epiftle, by which he would feemwil- 
. ling to infinuate, that he had not read my Book fi- 
ver, thus to be even with me for having faid that 
I bad not read more of bis Book or Booh than that 
Paragraph or Part which relates to me. But here 
. again , " this very unlucky, poor Gentleman feems 
more fully to prove his Age, alas! far too much, 
by the great JFailure of his Memory (which now it 
feems evidently decays daily) fufficiently here pn> 
ved: I fay, by what he writes in his firft Letter; 
when he fays, for you'll obferve the Exprejfion, page 
185, where I fay-'Dr. Kennedy is miftaken in one 
Particular 1 which (continues he) is in effegi faying 
the reft of y oar Performance h very good, as I realty 
think it is b &c. How!' only guilty, or mifta* 
ken in one Particular, which is, fays he, in effeff 
faying the reft of your Performance is very good, as I 
really think it is. What! Miftaken only in one Par- 
ticular, the reft very good, as he really thinks it •, and • 
yet all the while never to have read it over ? This 
I doubt will appear fomewhat myftical to the Pub- 
lick 5 efpecially if they fhould not favourably con- 
ftrue it decay of Memory. Well, but let us then 
try a little, if in going on yet further he any way 
better explains himfelf on this Head. Thus he 
goes on, in the fame Letter, / now afj'ureyou under 
my Hand {that fo far as I am a Judge) you are both a 
good Author and Compiler ', therefore pray be not dif- 
pleas 9 d at me for mentioning you in my Book, as guilty 
only of one Miftake. How then ? both a good Au- 
thor and Compiler. .——Guilty only of one Miftake, and 
(till never to have read this Author cver> is full as 
myfterious as the former, unlefs more excufable by 
what has been hinted. But then, indeed, he alfo 
thinks proper to add, fince lam not, neither pretend 
to be infallible. Moft undoubtedly fo, truly ; aod 
that it will too plainly, in all likelihood, fo ap- 
pear to the Pub\hk\ but then it were likewife to be 
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wifh'd that you were not quite fo pojitive as yoii 
frefly own yourfelf to be; The next remarkable 
Obfervation is, that my Book was piiblifh'd 
fome Years after that of Monfieur Maitre-Jean : 
Very well, and who doubts it, or pretends to dis- 
pute it ? Do I not, with credit, quote that Author ? 
Trjinflate or introduce his new Opinion of Cataraffs 
(its being the very Body of the Cryftalline, which 
in that Operation is intirely deprefs'd) reprefenting 
fuch his new Opinion, in the moft advantageous 
Manner. How is he then, or could any one fup-* 
poie my Book to have been writ before that Au- 
thor's Book, which I there quote in the Manner 
fpoken of ? Well, but the grand, home Charge 
then is, that I am a Plagiary, a very heavy Charge 
furely : Ytet had I, methinks, only (at that early 
time) translated or abridged that Author, whethei: 
with or without fuch new Opinion, I cannot per* 
ceive it would or ought to hav6 been the leaft Re- 
flection on me now ; or even if I had found or 
taken any thing from him that was good, why 
fhould I not ? Efpecially, fince I there mention 
him with Honour and Regard, or even without cri-» 
ticifing on the Novelty of his Opinion. Yet any one 
who has his Eyes yet open, or a common Under-> 
(landing free, may plainly obferve, that I do 
not even there adhere to, or pofitively affirm or 
determine fuch his newOpinion % that principal and 
.- • moft remarkable Part of him, to wit, That of the 
body of the Cryftalline being intirely changed, and 
in the Operation is wholly beat down, or deprejfedj 
(which our Critic, andTranflator of the faid Author, 
is fo much a Stranger to) I do not, I fay, either af- 
firm it to be falfe or true, or fo much as to deter- 
mine, whether that or the former Opinion be the 
hioft juft, or the moft to be depended on. Nay, 
it is, I think, fufficiently evident, I give feveral 
• Accounts of Cataradts, and the operating on fuch, 
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together with the proper Obfervations on them, 
whether more fuccefsful, or unfuccefsful, which are 
entirely different from any thing in hirr^ or any o- 
ther. , That there is likewife an Anatomical Print, 
as well as that of the Reprefentation of Objefts to 
the Eye, both which this Author is entirely with- 
out, not having any one Print in his Book. The 
Account of the Anatomy of thzt Of-gan, as well as 
the Theory of Vifion, being greatly differing frorri 
his, nor to be faid from him, or any other parti- 
cular Author^ much thereof being firoperly toy owni 
tSc. Neither has he any Thing relating to the Af- 
finity or Communication of the Maladies of the 
Ear with that of the Eye; as in my Treatife-, fo 
that the Whole, w.hetHer good ok bad, is on an 
entirely different Plan, and is, no doubt, from the 
Reafons , obferved^ an entirely different Treatife i 
Upon whichj neverthelefs* I no wav value myfdf* 
#s I have already obfervM to him : But fince he xi 
here pleafed to mention Monfieur Maitre-Jcan, and 
that he acquaints us in his faid Farriery that he has 
tranflated his Book, and added Annotations to it 
' (which has even been offered to the Bcokfellers, 
tho* not fo readily accepted of) at the fame 
time ; I fay, falling on in the moft violent man- 

her* upon T— r* his M- O ft, and this 

noify Itinerant, poffibly not over-able to make! 
good what he had advanced, tho', for aught I know; 
he might even likewife be able to fay fome- 
thing to this, now fo commonly known, (from the 
forefaid Author) yet whether he could or not; or 
Whatever his other vain, audacious Pretenfions may 
Be, I will neverthelefs (at lead for the fake of 
Truth; fliew this rajh Critic, that even this, which 
that forward blundering Perfon advanced (ii? th^t 
Particular) it was only an Opinion taken frorri 
Monfieur Maitre^Jean ; and that our Critic, in thus 
abufing of him (in that Article) he thus confe- 
quently abufes the faid honourably and learned 
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Author, whom he pretends to have tranjlated. The 
Words then of this very notable Tranjlator and 
Critic in his Farriery , Page 109, are thefe, — - — 
in the Operation of couching. 4 But it is Folly 

4 and Madnefs to imagine with T r the Ocu- 

4 lift, that the Cryftalline Humour is quite turn'd 
* out of the Cavity it makes in the Vitreous in fuch 
4 Operation ; and that the vitreous Humour be- 
4 comes convex in its place. I fay, this is (for Rea- 
4 fons too plain to be infifted oh) talking more like 
4 a quacking empirical Fellow, than one versM in 

. 4 Opticks. And Page 15. he alfo fays, made 

4 Dr. T r imagine, thac he turns the whole Bo- 

4 dy of the Cryftalline out of its place when he 

4 couches a Cataraft/ Now, let us next then ob- 

' ferve the proper Words of Monfieur Maitre-Jean 
(whom this fpecial Critic has tranflated, Page 99.) 
4 Dailleurs le Cryftallin ne peut etre detourne, 
4 qu'en meme terns le corps vitre n'ocupe fa place, 
4 com me je le prouveray ci-apres, & ne forme une 
4 boffe ronde qui imite en quelque fa?on la fuper- 

4 flcie anterieure du Cryftallin/ Now without 

tranflating this for him, being he has, he fays, 
nunflated it (and a good Tranflation it is too) what 
then has he to pretend to, after feeing thefe Words 
fd very plain in that Author ? unlefs it be that his 
Memory now, alas! greatly fails him But fince 
he has alfo given me a frefh occafion of look- 
ing into this fame Author, it may not be amifs I 
now likewife hint, having negle&ed, or not ob- 
fervVl in my former Letters, what is mentioned in 
this fime Author, in relation to my mentioning 
the fpringing out of the Cryftalline Humour, on 
the cutting of its Sacculus or Membrane : His 
Words then are, Page 41. 4 Je fends enfuite en 
4 quatre parties, avec la pointe de la Lancette, la 
4 membrane qui couvre le Cryftallin, apres quoi le 

4 Cryftallin s'echape de lui meme.' I might alfo 
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mention out of the fame Author, to prove yet more 
fully his Opinion, fpoken of above, in relation to 

Catara&s, as in Page 123, where he fays, 

Mais une alteration entiere de tout le Cryftallin, qui 
change de couleur &T perd fa tranfparance, & que 
c'eft ce Cryfiallin ainfi alter e qifon detourne avec U- 
guille. But now e'er we entirely finifh this Af- 
fair of the Plagiarifm, let us try a little how far 
we can turn the Tables on our notable Accufcr. 
Let us npw, I fay, make a fhort Excurfion on the 
Afric Coaft, without carrying our Refentment to 
the very Gates of Carthage, or endeavouring the 
entire Demolition of that proud City, but rather to 
bombard fome more modern fmall pyratical For- 
trefs there. Firft, then, I fhall wave the other parts of 
this Author's Treatife, nay even that of the Eye, 
only fome little Part thereof, fuch as may ferve 
as a Specimen of the reft ; tho' I mud in ge- 
neral obferve, that he has not thought proper 
to take the leaft notice of a Horfe's Eye in par- 
ticular, or fpoke of comparative Anatomy, on- 
ly v to have fuch account of a human Eye, as he 
thought would ferve his purpofe. I fhall then 
take notice, that altho* I was well perfuaded that 
this Book of his was only a [canty Hotch-potch ofi the 
noted Authors (before him) on that Subjedt ; yet I 
could fcarce have imagined him to have been a 
Jhfimelefs Plagiary, even of, or from him he had 
the Aflurance to call fo, or rather to downright py- 
rate him (as Bookfellers term.it) for to be a Plagi- 
ary from him he charges to be fo, nay, even mod 
Jhamefully to pyrate him, without owning it, is fure- 
ly the Devil. Or for a Jockey to Ileal a Man's Horfe, 
and then pretend to fell him to the Owner again (in 
an open Market) without at leaft difguifing him a 
little, with a falfe Tail or Mane faften'd to him, 
is certainly a moft confummate piece of Affurance. 
I fhall then obferve, I fay, that as I was well con- 
vinced he had made very free on this occafion with 
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the Authors before him on fuch Sjbjeft, my Cu-, 
riofity led me (on his calling me a Plagiary) to 
examine whether he might not have made fome T 
what free with me likewife-, more efpecially, 
fince, by hi; Letters, I could now pretty eafily 
fathom his Depth. This then engaged me to look 
into his Account of the Eye •, which, I readily own, 
I no fcpner look'd into, than I ftreight began to 
ijirinkatthe Thoughts of criticifing on the Faults 
contained in that part alone, or even to follow 
clofely this fo very bare-fae'd Plagiary, who had 
fo plainly filched the principal part thereof out of 
my Treatife on the Eye ; fo that I could not think 
of troubling myfelf with the whole : and there- 
fore (not to tire myfelf or Reader) lhall only 
choofe to produce a few Specimens thereof ; after 
which, I fhall leave the Reader to compare, or to 
fifh out the reft, if he inclines it : For my own 
parr, I do declare, I had not apy longer Patiencq 
therewith. It is however to be remark-d, thai: 
here and there he has added a few idle Words, by 
y/ ay of difguifing it fomewhat ; yet, for the Eafe of 
th* Reader, I have mark'd, or put mod of fuch 
Words betwixt Crotchets [ ]. Firft then, inftead 
of a Horfe's Eye, he rather choofes to give you the 
comparative Anatomy of a human Eye. To begin 
th n, page 101, where as to the Pia Mater ox Cho : 
roides, or both^ being in the Infide of the Optick 
Nerve, that I allow to be his own. Choroides (fays 

he) from tJieP/0 Mater or thin cobweb covering 

Qf the Brain, which is expanded all along the Infide 
of the Optic Nerve, and terminates in the Choroides. 
Having allowM this then' to be his, let us next 
obferve that which I own to be mine. Page UQ» 
(of his laft fmall Edition, 1738) he goes on in 
this manner, fpeaking of the vitreous Humour* 

'It is fpherical behind and in its Middle (this 

' fpherical behind and in its Middle, I mull yet ftill 

'allov? 
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allow /0 be his) * before, it is concave, [f or hollow] 
c and in the Cavity the Cryftalline Humour lies. 9 
Whereas I fay in my Ophthalmographia, page 16. 
it is fpherical behind, and in its middle before it 

is concave , in which the Cryftalline Humour lies. 

Then he goes on ; * The Vitreous is a tranfparent 

* Subftance, not fo hard as the Cryftalline, or fo 

* fluid as the aqueous [or || watry Humour] and it 

* feems to be nothing elfe v but a number of deli- 

* cate little Veficles [or x Bladders] full of Water 5 

* for, in touching, it is always moift and waterifh, 
c and, when cut, the [ * Mixture] flows out more a- 

* abundantly ; or by rubbing it betwixt the Palms 
c of [ * one's] Hands the Water comes out, [ 4 and 

* to fuch a Degree] that it will appear nothing but 
' a Membrane, [ * or thin Skin ;] and by obfer- 
c ving with a Microfcope [or 6 Glafs, commonly 
c called a magnifying Glafs,] when [ 7 it is] cut, 
4 you will [ 8 obferve] many little airy Bubbles to 

* arife from it ; but, being dryed, it evaporates 

* [ 9 or flies away,] and this delicate membranous 
4 Body [ 10 feems] almoft withered to nothing. 
c [ " The] ufe [ xa of the vitreous or glaffy Hu- 
4 mour] feems chiefly [ I3 defign'd] to keep the 
4 Cryftallin at [ x * a] proper Diftance from the Re- 
4 tina, as I fhall [ further explain] in fpeaking of 

4 Vifion. 5 Admirably well indeed ! Whereas 

thislaft Expreflion is in mine, page 17. as I fhall 
Jhew in fpeaking of Vifion. Thus I muft alfo own 
the reft in a manner verbatim to be mine, unlefs 
where confounded with fuch filly . impertinent 

■f- This (or hollow) is his Note or Explanation of Concave. 
|[ Another Note, or Explanation of aqueous. l Another Expla- 
nation. * Here is an admirable Mixture, I wi(h he had notify 'd 
of what ; in mine 'tis Moifiure : Nor is his an Error of the Prefs, 
fince fo in both Editions. * One's Hands, {ox your Hands. 4 Ad- 
dition. * Explanation. 6 Further Explanation. 7 Addition. 

* Obfervefor fee. 9 Explains evaporate. J ° Seems, for is. 1 1 The, 
for its. ,a Addition. *3 Addition alfo. f 4 Addition likewife. 

D4 Words 
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Words as are mark'd with the Crotchets, which will 
be more obfervable in comparing mine with his. 
After running on then with a Rigmy-roll Digref- 
fion to the Jockies, he again proceeds, 4 [ x * The vi- 
4 treous or glaffy Humour] has a very fine and thin 
4 Membrane [ x6 or Coat] with which it is cover'd. 
1 4 This Membrane is adherent [ X7 or joining] to the 
4 Ligamentum Ciliare, and no doubt has its Blood- 
4 Veflels, as well as the other Membranes of the 
* Body, which mud be nourifhed by Blood-Vef- 
« fels [ l8 from thencel althc[ugh] fo fine and fmall 
4 that they are not to be feen [even with a Micro- 
4 - fcope ;] yet this need not feem ftrange, when we * 
4 confider, that thole of the Cornea, [though] they 
4 are much larger, are not to be feen till they be- 
4 come turgid, [or fwell] in an. Ophthalmia [or 
4 Inflammation of the Eye] or even thofe of the tu* 
4 nica adnata [or White of the Eye,] 'till inflamed, 
4 as I havefaid. [Now,] whether [there is any] Com* 
4 munication between the vitreous Humour and the 
4 Cryftalline* is what [ :: Anatomifts] cannot de~ 
4 termine i But this is plain, to wit, that its Mem* 
4 brane or Coat is not only continued or adherent 
4 to the Ligamentum Ciliare, but likewife to the 
4 Tunica aranea, or Membrane which immediately ^ 

4 covers the Cryftalline Humour.' Now, ' 

without troubling my Reader with any more of 
this k-ind of 4natomy, let us juft peep into a little 
• Specimen of his Theory of Vifion likewife ; more e- 
fpecially fince, as above, he tells us, he would fur- 
ther explain himfelf in fpeaking of Vifion. Page 
1 13. he fays, 4 f * It is not my De/ign at prefent. to 

6 write 

1 * Additional Improvement, for // ; fpeaking of the fame Humour. 
1 * Explanation ot Coat, for Tunic, *i Explanation for Adherent. 
** The Word* franfpofed for the worfe, leaving out as alfi the little 
Veficles. Thus then the reft of the Defcription of this Humour 
is in like Manner, as is maik'd with Crotchets t without further 
% Obfervation thereon. :: In my Book it is, istvhat I cannot de- 
termine, ** My Words are, page 22. 1 would not have the Rea- 
der 
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write a dijlintt Ireatife upon Opticks, but only to 
Jhew the Reader fo much as is necejfary to Jhew 
bow light is performed. Page 114. he goes on, 

*° Light, or what I mean by Rays of Light, 

are no doubt a fubtil Fluid that moves quick, and 
is continually emitted from the Sun or luminous 
Body •, its Motion may be obferv'd by the Re? 
fleftion on folid Bodies, and the Refraftion it 
has in paffing through a denfe medium, fuch as 

Glafs. : — 2| Light, tho* of extremely fmall 

Particles, according to the Demonftration of 
Mr. Rower , from the Eclipfes of Jupiter's Sa- 
tellites, finifhes its Progrefs from the Sun to this 

Earth in about ten Minutes of Time.' Here 

he recommences the fame Sedlion again in mine, 
faying, ' Light • then is that materia fubtilis 

* fent from the Sun or luminous Body in Lines or 
4 Rays, commonly called Sun-Beams; f and thefe 

* coming with fuch incredible Swiftnefs, [and] 

* meeting the Eye, (page 115.) properly and won- 

* derfully difpofed wich convex and diaphanous 
*■ Mediums, the better to receive [fuch Rays] can- 
f not but ftrike very fenfibly upon the fine medul- 
4 lary Fibres of the Retina ; but whether it be 

* Communicated to the Soul by Undulation or Vi- 
4 bration, J is what I fhall not pretend to deter- 
' mine.' — I believe not truly. Well, in a word 
then, not to trouble and tire my Reader or my- 
felf too muchj I ftaJl only fhew that he in gene- 
ral 

der expecl that I am to write a whole Treatife of Opticks, but 
only fo much as may be neceffary to fhew how Sight is perfor- 
med. '*• The very next Paragraph in my Book, excepting 
fome Words here altered or left out (for the worfe) in the Be- 
ginning, is otherwife all the fame. * x This differs no way ma- 
terially from my taext Paragraph, unlefs to turn Monfuur Ro- 
man into an Englifhman, viz. Mr. Romer. + Here, after a 
little tranfpofing, as we have faid, he goes on in a manner ver- 
batim to the End ; J only here is omitted, 7o make the Im- 
freffion called Light ; which renders it Better Senfe, or more 
intelligible. But then furely the Reader mull allow, that fuch 
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ral runs on in much the like manner in the reft of 
his Account of Vifion, as thofe who are anyway 
defirous will obferve, on comparing his with mine. 
I fhall here then only a little further hint how the 
following Sdftions begin in the forefaid Page, > 

* R The Eye may be confidered as a Camera obfeu- 

* ra y or dark Chamber, Qo make which,] fhut the 
f Doors and Window-Shutters [of a Room ve«i 
4 ry tight and clofej fo as no Light [be admit- 

* ted] to come in, but by a fmall Hole in one of 

* the Shutters.* The next goes on in like man- 
ner. • c Thus it would do upon the Retina, altho* 

f there were no Humour [in the Eye,] neither 

* cryftalline, vitreous or aqueous, [no,3 nor even 
t the Cornea. — And the following'Sedtion begins, 
4 For example, a ^ens [or fpherical Glafs] we 

* may fuppofe to be the cryftalline [Humour] be-i 
c hind the Pupil [or Sight of the Eye ; I fay, 

* fuch Glafs,] being placed betwixt the Hole and 

* the Paper, will make the Rays converge. 

The next, being page 116. 6 If the Lens or cry- 
c ttalline Humour be too far from the Paper or Re- 

* tina, the Rays will interfeft [or crofs one ano* 

* ther] before they arrive there, and afterwards 
4 come divergent [or difperfed] upon the Paper ; 
c fothat, — ' N. B. He, in the following Sedion, 
alfo fpeaks (as I do) of Prtsbitia and Myopia, for 
which Maladies in Horfes, 'tis to be hoped, he will 
contrive and find out a proper Method of relie- 
ving them, by the wife Ufe of convex, or cont 
cave and menifcous Glafles, according to their dif- 
ferent Occafions \ for which, I dare fay, there i$ 

ne'er 

a well-remodel'd, and well-explain'd Theory of Vifion as 
this, is fufficient for '* Horfe. || In a word, excepting fuch 
idle Variations, as may be'obferved by the Crotcbets % it \\ 
all the fame as in mine, which he has mod fervilely followed ; 
only that few would allow Spectacle- Glafs to be either Lew, or 
hie the cryjlalline Humour in i:s Form. The reft of the Para- 
graphs 
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ne'er a Jockey, Gentleman, or Lady in England* 
but who will Be greatly pleafed therewith. But 
now it feems high time I fhould finifh thefe my 
Notes on Plagiarifm ; and, by what has been faid, 
it may be obferv'd how very || free he has made in 
prating, or borrowing my Labyrinth of Words when 
M fuits him. Well, and was this then without 
feading of my Book ? Surely this is reading it with a 
witnefs, more likely a getting it by heart too. And 
is this then all the Thanks we are to receive ? 
Such Ingratitude certainly is even worfe than the 
Sin of Witchcraft. In fine, he finifhes this Letter, 
by telling me, i That I had juft as much French as 
f to become a Plagiary, which (fays he) was far 
* enough for//. Bracken.' Yes, truely •, I think, it 
was full enough for him indeed, as appears by 
what has here been remarked of ^19 under ftanding 
and tranjlating of Maitre-Jeau. 

As to our Author his Account of the Difeafes of 
the Eyes of Horfes, whjch I have now, even as yet, 
inclin'd to peep into, fo to obferve on that Head 
what further he might have gleaned or Jtole from 
his Neighbours, or what Improvements (in that 
way) he himfelf might have made. I only then in 
a few Words remark, That tho* the principal part 
thereof be taken from the Books of Farriery cf 
Gibfon, Solleyfel, de Grey, &c. which, together 
with his own Qbfervations thereon, makes up fach 
a very poor miferable Account, as not in Reality 
to be in the leaft worth our, or the public's notice : 
As to his ufe of powdered Glafs in the Eye, which, 
fays he, may be compared to the Fifh-ikin ufed by 
Joyners in fmootbing up their Wbrk ; for as this 
fmootbs andpolifhes the Wood, fo does that the Cor- 
nea j and with Safety too* as I have often, 

graphs run on much in the like manner. || He obferves inde ed 
Life is JborU and fo mufi write fafi ; yes, furely, this is the 
fuicheft awry, 

*' found 
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found by Experience. I need only in fhort then fay, 
the Medicine and Comparifon is quite jlupid : To 
polilh a dtfeas'd, a live Eye, like a Piece of Wood, 
moft monftrous ! And if he has even feen a par- 
ticular Part to do well, or a Pcrfon to reco- 
ver after mad Pra&ice (as frequently happens) what 
then ? As to L, Qalamin and Tutty, they have other 
Qualities than thofe of the cutting indifTolvable 
Parts of Glafs, the bad Effefts of which laft in 
general is eafily comprehended. As to his Affer- 
tion of Horfes being only fubjett to a few of the Mar 
ladies incident to human Eyes, I am well fatisfied 
they are fubjeft to moft or all of them, fquinting 
excepted, (from the Situation of their Eyes, &V.) 
on which Diforder therefore he dwells the longed, 
£nd holds forth the moft learnedly. 



A RECEIPT; or RULES, for the Ufe of 
Dr. Bracken, when be comes to Town, his 
Friends, or others, who want to be iriftrufited in 
the Grand Noftrum of becoming Eminent in Phy- 
fick, even though without the Benefit of the Tra- 
velling Foundation. 



*o 



IET the Candidate take fpecial care to join his 
j Induftry and Force with the Intereft of fome 
Practitioner in great Vogue, be it Phyfician, Apo- 
thecary, or Surgeon, by means of fuch his neareft 
female Relation \ who, if well provided with a full 
Vofe of thtAurum potabile, to be drank as a proper 
Vehicle, our Prefcription will thus prove ftill more 
fuccefsful, tho' it may do without. After which, 
let him choofe to keep Company with thofe of the 
Profeffon, more efpecially Apothecaries. Be alfo 
very well, nor begrudge your Time with Mid- 
> wives, 
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wives, Nurfes, and all other notable good Dofto- 
rifing Women, as well as to be often with all forts 
of ailing Men, Women or Children. The more 
rich, luxurious, intemperate and irregular they 
are, fo much the better, fince they will thus ever 
be entertaining you with their Ailments, frequently 
fending for you,* &c. Be fure then to cultivate this 
kind of Friendfhip chiefly, and fpend much of 
your Time with fuch ; prefer them, and their 
Friend/hip, to all other Acquaintance or Friends 
whatfoever. Nor idly fpend your Time with the 
wife and temperate, there bing very little or nothing 
to bz got by 'em •, and coiifequently it is but lo- 
fmg Time the aflfociating with any fuch, fince com- 
monly the more foolifh, the more irregular^ and 
with thofe therefore the greater Likelihood of Gain 
this way. Begrudge not then to fpend your Time 
and Life with them ; neither ever fail your Pa- 
tients, nor neglect to order them a fufficient. Va- 
riety of Takeables, more efpecially fince you will 
thus be judged of to be the moft knowing, befides their 
being fiill better contented the more they have for 
their Money : fo for the fame reafon write Jiill 9 if 
you would touch the Fee, left they fufpedt you be- 
grudge your Labour ; for Words, being but Wind* 
(tho* e'er fo good) can have no real or intrinfick 
Value. Be ever in the Way, by Night, and by Day, 
ftill within call, always on the watch or catch for 
Bufinefs. If not at home, or with Patients, furely 
to be found at the proper plying places. Neither 
fpend any of your Time (out of this Way) in un* 
profitable Diver/tons ; let it rather be in caballing 
with thofe of the ProfeJJion, and playing all the 
Game to each other's Hands, according to Interefi ; 
confulting principally with fuch who have the 
greateft common Vogue, and the moft Cujlomers^ 
becaufe, in return, they are the likelieft to do you 
the moft Service in this way, befides the giving you 
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a good Character to your Patients, allowing you to 
be a Perfon of fome Knowledge, in your ProfeffioH 
when you thus ufe them. Fail not likewife to make 
as much Ncife in Town as you pojfibly can, (o that youf 
Name may be fiifficiently, and often etiougb heard 
of, which is half and half, if not all in all in this 
Metropolis •, it matters but little for what± whether- 
for Succefs in Practice, or otherwise. Mankind readi- 
ly are the aptefi to make choice of him they have 
the mod frequently heard of. A Sufficiency of ShoW 
and Aflurance prove alfo pretty ufeful i and FormS 
in this way are of far more Ufe than real Skill; 
The attaining likewife to the good Graces of fome 
Perfonage in great Power, whether Male or Fe- 
male, has of late Years been of no fmall Ufe. Let 
your only Thought, Pleafure and Satisfaction^ be 

that of getting Money, even tho* the D 1 fhould 

run away with it at laft, ot tife it fir you when 
you are deadt Let your Fingets be very gentle in- 
touching the Ecclefiaftical Coin in general, for rea- 
fons bell known to us. Be always fufe to keep well 
with thofe who lead your Patients by the Nofe. As 
to your great Knowledge or Improvements in this 
Profeffion, that feems not to be lb very material* 
or feat ce indeed of any Ufe ; probably, the lefs the 
better^ fince the lefs you know, more blundering on 
you go, and ftill with more Affurance too. Thus,* 
the lefs effectual the: Cure is, the more they ever 
will be ailing, and confequently the mojt Mofiey will 
be got, and fo in courfe the more eminent you will 
be: B^fidesj that they are the moft honoured, valu*dj 
and refpefted*> who are always wanted % for entirely 
towatcb and follow Nature ,and zsfoon and plainly 
to ajfift her, in her own natural Way, with what 
flie requires only (is quite wrong) there is little of 
nothing gbt that way± there being neither mtich 
Honour nof Profit to be gain*d thereby *. (particu- 
larly the latter) or by that of knowingly ptitting 

the 
4 
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the Patient at once into an eafy and effectual Me- 
thod of Cure, fo to recover him foon and thorough- 
ly ; being that is but (lightly rewarded, and zsfoon 
alfo, and as readily too forgot. If they are always 
wanting you, they ever Venerate you, and the long- 
er they have been /// of their Ailments, the more 
irverjoyed at laft they will be of their Recovery, and 
the greater Cure they will readily conclude it to be. 
Thus Nature, whilft yet fujjiciently Jirong to over- 
come a Fit of a Maladie, even in fpight of blun- 
dering with improper Pbyjick (fo profitably pro- 
longing a Maladie ) being neverthelefs thus molt 
wonderfully and miraculoufly recovered by kind 
Dame Nature, who ftill remains able and fufficient- 
ly Jirong, even to get the better both of Pbyjick 
and Pbyjician, the Cure is however ftill afcribed to 
them ; and when otberwife, the Patient^ even at 
worft, does but make his final Exit, for he can 
die but once i being then fecured from becoming a 
Patient, to a Rival Brother. Obferve then this 
Recipe or Rules ftri&ly, and affure yourfelf it can- 
not (at prefent) mifs, not only of acquiring you 
Practice enough, but even alfo a moft laudable De- 
gree of Eminence. Probatum ejl. 

The getting into eminent Practitioners Houfes on 
the Death of Jucb, or that of making Interejt for 
an Hofpital, feems IjLardly neceflary to be added % 
or even that of the writing of Books on Religious 
SubjeSls, Poetry, or Matbematicks, Sec. as being 
full as ufeful in this way, as the writing of Pbyfick y 
and fo may even alfo (for aught I know) that of 
the writing of Farriery \ neither feems it any way 
needful I fliould recommend the great ufe of the 
C bar la tank Art, fo very well known. 

N. B. This odd jumble of z Mixture (even worfe 
than Theriac) never fct eafy or well on my wbim- 
fical fqueamijh Stomachy the moft plain and fmple 
means ftill agreeing the beft therewith j yet to 

pretend 
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pretend to acquire the moft Money, or Eminence^ 
by doing Bufinefs the moft eafily, would, I doubt, 
be a pretending to find out the Pbilofopbers Stone. 

Reformar in Oggi 7 Mondo; 

E una cofa d'en Tifichire 

Egli gid e fat to Tondo, 

E cofi, b*a da finire. Proverb ItaU 

The Reader may poffibly pardon my attempting 
the following Lines, as an Exception, to the fore- 
mentioned General Rule, or Common Proverb. 

§)ueJlo Tempo, Ji Giocofd, 
Non/ara maravigliofo, 
Reformare qual cbe cofe, 
Co He riccbezze del Potofe, 
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A 

short biscoirits& 

ON 
Dr. Porterpield's Motions of the Eye* 
IN THE 

Edinburgh Medical MffaySi 

The Nature of CataraBs being here explained; 
and former Differences in Opinions thereon 
are reconciled ; together with the Hfe Of 
thefe Parts, &ci 

HAVING looked into\ the Medical Effays 
printed at Edinburgh, (for which the World 
is much obliged and indebted to that induftrious 
and. benevolent Society,) , I there particularly took 
notice of two Theoretic Difcourfes on the Motions of 
the Eyes by Dr. Porterfield ; and as that contained 
in them has fome fort of Affinity with what wfc 
before have been (peaking of, fo I have not judged 
It improper here to take foipc Notice thereof. 
I cannot however at the fame time pmit pbferving 
thatwjiich a learned and ingenious Friend of mine* 
Dr. Adenbruck, ufed frequently and facetioufly to 
afk me, to wit, the Reafon why thofe^of the North 
part of this I/land gave us fo very much more Theory 
than PraSice ? I am now however glad to fee that 
the principal Part of thefe Effays relate to Pfac^ 
ttie. To go pn then methodically* or narrowly to 

E eX- 
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examine the two forefaid Difcourfes of the Motions 
of the Eyes, which might, methinks, almoft bear 
the- Name of a Theory of Vifton^ being fo very lofig 
alfo, that it would, I doubt, make a Volume at leaft 
as big as a Church Bible , did we propofe to dwell on 
every Part, fince Obfervations and Anfwers, with 
Ratiocinations i do commonly draw out to a vaftly 
greater length than the Originals ; fo that a long- 
winded Theory (efpecially if wrong) requires too 
much Time for any one in praEtice, or any who 
knows well how to imploy his Time otherwife to 
the beft Advantage, This fame Author Dr. Por- 
terfield acquaints us, that he has hardly Time to go 
on thus fufficiently to compleat his premifed Sug- 
geftions, bec&ufe of other Bufinefs, &c. and thofe 
confequently m the like State will be as much 
ftraitned likewife to confider, or to anfwer them, 
if he fhould take that Trouble, and that they proved 
uncertain, &c. But this Author is pleafed to give 
us a Hint at the End of his fecofid Difcourfe, which 
appears to me, I freely own, not a \itt\z furpri/ing, 
that is, his Apology there, for Defers and Mifiakes+ 
which (fays he) could not fo eafily be avoided^ con- 
fidering the Hurry in which it has been written. 
This Speech, methinks, is by far too much, unlefs 
the Do&or judges that the whole World are blind, 
and can neither fee, or by any means difiinguifh 
Which are the moft highly laboured Performances^ 
and which are quite the contrary. Now the mdft 
knowing do all readily agree, that they have hard- 
ly feen more elaborate and more finijh*d Pieces than 
thefe are, whether right or wrongjs not fo much the 
immediate queftion. Had fuch Excirfe then come 
from any very great Fra&itipner, on obliging the 
World with his practical Obfervations, there might 
there have appeared fome reafon for it * but not 
fain one who moft carefully applies himfelf to 
produce* deep \ finiud theoretic Ptrfofmance^ not 

ft 
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" fo highly neceflary : or can he yet imagine Man"* 
kind fo very ftupid, as that they are not able to fee 
that thefe Pieces muft firft arid laft, have coft him 
& great deal of Time ? fince fuch jinijtid Produc- 
tions are not to be perform'd without it. He fays 
well indeed, and I do verily believe him, that he 
has not time to go on with fuch^ if he propofes alfo 
to go on in praflice; fince I am fully fatisfied they 
muft have coft him more time than I here incline 
io mention. Can he then pretend to alledge, that 
his ftridtly arid thoroughly examining all manner 
of Writers on this Subje£t> as not 6nly many of 
the moft learned Practitioners in this way, whether 
hntient or modern; but even all the moft accurate A- 
natomifts of our time on the like Subjeft* whether 
human or comparative^ (without omitting to confult 
the Beauties of the Syftem of the ingenious Mr. Che- 
felden) at the fame time carefully confulting the mQft 
noted Philofopbers, Mathematicians \ or Opticians 9 
both before^ ais well as iri our prefent Time i 
of all the beft of which, few or none have efcaped 
him \ nd more than the Obfervations of thofe of 
the Royal Academy at Paris, or them of the Royal 
Society with us ? Is then the examining^ quotings 
and the digefting of our Thoughts on all thefe, the 
drawing of methodical Conclufions, Demonftra- 
tions, mathematical Figures, Corollaries, &V. to be 
done in any hurry ? or ought it fo much as to be 
pretended fo to be done by any reafonable Per/on t 
Surely few are ignorant of the Labour and Time 
fuch Affairs are done with : BefideS that, the 
World might indeed with a good deal of reafori 
blame a Society , who would over-haftily, or in any 
hurry publifh the very beft, and even the moft e- 
laborate theoretic Breams^ tho' alfo accompanied 
with the Authority borrowed, or even tho* taken 
from the greateft Authors ; yet much lefs would 
they (or ought they) I fay, to publifh them with- 
in . t>ut 
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out due Examination* believing them to be any 
way imperfett. Is it to be imagined that any So- 
ciety of Men of Learning and Knowledge* who 
take upon them to publifh fuch Accounts to the 
World* will fuffer what they any way fufpeft (or 
imagine) to be either idle, imperfeft, and incorretl 
pieces* fo to pafs their hands, and thus produce 
them to the Public with their Names thereto, it 
being their own Credit* that the Produftions of 
every particular Perfon appear on publifliing, as 
it ought to do. Nay, does not the very Title-page 
of this Society bear the like Infinuation ? acquain- 
ting us, that fuch EJfays and Obfervations (are) 
rev i fed and publifh ed by them. What then has the 
World to do with the Author's pretended hurry in 
writing them ? Nor would this fame fo philofophic 
and mathematical Gentleman certainly aver, or en- 
deavour to have us believe, that he writes his ela- 
borate finifh'd Papers as faft, or in zburry* as com- 
monly weekly Writers do their News-Papers? 
Neither is this the cafe ; nor is there any blame * 
on the Society for having publifhed this : as, no 
doubt * they have with a great deal of Care> for 
which (as faid before) the World is oblig'd to 
them, as well as to the Author* for his faid Per- 
formance. But then, I fay, there appears to be no 
room for any fuch Apology, or any juft Excufe for the 
Author (his being in a hurry) if anyjuft Faults fho Jd 
be found therein : And I cannot but at the fame- 
time add, that it is furely a very great Advantage 
for any Author's Works to be publifh'd under the 
Eye and Care of fuch a learned and knowing Society. 
Aild it b^ing thus in fome meafure their own, it 
may, in fuch fenfe, partly be looked upon as their 

joint 

■* Neither is any fuch Society in the lead chargeable for 
giving free (cope to an Author's Opinion, if any way plau- 
fible, as this, indeed, hath the appearance, to thofe who do 
not fo narrowly examine it, which fuch a Society is not fo pro- 
perly obliged to, 
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joint and publick Work ; and as fuch Performance 
is not to appear until approved by them, To 
every one judges it his intereft to correct it, or 
to add his Mite for its further Improvement or 
Embellijhment , for the common Good of the Society. 
And fo each Member, I fay, who has the Care of 
revifing and publilhing fuch Productions, do rea- 
dily enough contribute their own Lickings, and 
Trappings, for their own Sake and Credit. But, a- 
las ! it is far otherwife, and greatly different with 
any private Author, who 4 has no fuch Advantage of 
his Works being revifed, corrected, or publifhed, by 
any fuch Society, or who has not indeed any one 
that can properly, or at leaft who will difinteref- 
tedly affift him, as finding, or judging it not to be 
their Intereft, having no Share therein, 6tV. * In 
fuch a cafe, I fay, then, what is there to be faid, or 
rather what Faults indeed are there not to be excu- 
fed in any fuch private Author ? But, to proceed 
with our prefent Author under our Consideration, 
I fhall not, for the Reafons which have already 
been obferved, minutely enter into the Examina- 
tion of the Parts in general of thefe fo very long, 
elaborate and learned Efays ; more efpecially, fince 
moft of what is therein contained, feems rather to 
be matter of Speculation and Curiqftty (or to pro- 
duce the Writer's Learning) than any way greatly 
relating to the practical part : Nevertheless, left 
fome part thereof, I fay, or its Knowledge, fhonld 
fome how more particularly and immediately be 
judged neceflfary to the practice, I fhall here con- 
tent myfelf a little to confider the grand Affair, 
or feemingly the principal Difcovery, the great 
drift of the whole Performance ; and this appears to 
me to be that of the fhortening or lengthening of the 
Axis of ViJion,for the great erperfe£t ion of Sight ; which 

E 3 (if 

* Vide Letter to the Bookfellers on this Subjeft, of the Dif- 
ficulty of having an Author's Manufcript well jud&'d of. 
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(it I miftake not) he principally or folely attribute* 
to the ufe of the LigamentumCiliare^ which he confi- 
ders as a Mufele fujficiently fit andftrong to" perform 
this great Work. I fhall now firft then remark, 
that tho* he has been at great pains in examining 
the mod fubtile yfHatomifts^ or Obfervators, yet 
that which fome one only obferves in any fuch way, 
(and not thereafter obfervable by others) ought not\ 
I f a y> to be of any very great weight. Thus, if 
Lezvcnhoeck could fee and difcover what no Man 
<;ifeever could befides him, it is not a fufficient 
tVoofto me (becaufe he afierts it) that it therefore 
is fo. I (hall next then obferve, that the Genera- 
lity of Writers on thefe Subjefts (to the great mif- 
fortune of Mankind) is, that the one is very lear- 
ned in the Mathematicks or Opticks^ yet knows but 
little of the Anatomy,, and probably ftill lefs of the 
praElical Part ; fo this kind of Writer will be fure 
to fluff his Performances with a full Sufficiency of 
the mathematical Learnings without being able to 
give us any thing material in the other Way. A- 
nother, whofe principal Knowledge lies in the mi- 
hutefi parts of Anatomy and Philcfophy, will be 
as fure to fupply us with as large a Sufficiency of 
thefe ; and he who deals only in the Theory of 
Bhyfick and Surgery^ without the other Helps, is as 
fond of pufhing his own new-form<d Opinions 
forward ; whiift he who knows nothing but 
trad ice, has nof the leaft regard to either one 
or i' other > defpifing all, and obftinately running 
on in his own blundering way \ and as little ca- 
pable of intruding of Mankind, or giving the 
World any tolerable Account of what he does 
to any purpofe. Thus there are extreamly few 
who have a Sufficiency of each of thefe, or fo much 
9nly as is abfolutely neceflary to form a clear 
&nd diflinft Notion of the Maladie, or what they 
are about, in this way ; and certainly not lefs ne- 
ceflary 
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ccflTary to the more general Knowledge of fuch 
Maladies as may have any Affinity therewith : And 
confequently ftill more rare to find one fufficiently 
accomplifh'd and knowing, not only in thefe, but 
alfo in fully underftanding all the other Maladies inch- 
dent to human Bodies : without which due Knowledge 
and Underftanding, it is I am perfectly perfuaded 
(from the Connection and Change of one Maladie 
into another) abfolutely impoflible to underftand 
any one well. I fhall not here judge it needful 
to dwell on the Opinion of this Author, or any o- 
ther, of that of the firft Mover in us v ailing with- 
out our froper Will or Knowledge: Or what Mus- 
cles they be (with Origin and Infertion,) which 
are moved without our Will and Knowledge. 
Tho' it would not, methinks, have been improper 
on this Occafion to have determin'd to us, all fuch 
which are fo afted upon ; as well as fome Reafon. 
for fuch Affertion or Conje&ure, why we fhould 
not know of the Motion of any one fuch Mufcle or 
Mufclesj as well as that of others, when we incline 
\t and attend thereto *. Now if it fhould be alledged, 
that it proceeds from the difference in Structure of 
one from t'other, it would then at leaft remain to 
prove, that it is Jo : Tho' even that, I think, would 
hardly be fufficient. But to proceed to the principal 
Argument, to wit, that of the Ligamentum Ciliare- 
its being a Mufcle, &c. which ferves to bring for- 
ward the Cryftalline Humour , and fuffers it again to 
go backwards ; according as the Qbje&s are nearer 
to or further from our Eye. Upon which I fhall 
firft then obferve, that I do not by any means pre- 
tend to advance, that becaufe Mufcles are in gene- 
ral of a red Colour \ that the Ligamentum Ciliare 
therefore (if a Mufcle) muft neceffarily alfobefo\ which 
Dr. Porterfield feems to be at fome pains to confute. 
E4 But 

* MJB. I diftinguifti betwixt mufcular Fibres or their Motion, 
and that of a proper Mufcle ; and even, that of th* Heart fo for- 
ced upon by the continual Influx of the Blood. 
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But then, at the fame time, I would put bimin mind 
that all Mufcles having fuch Ufes, ai he fuppofes 
this to have, to wit, the drawing of the Part where 
the Insertion is towards its Origin. So, I fay, as 
all Mufcles in general have their Origin and Infer* 
tion ; fo alfo they have their Belly or Bellies, being 
the thicker Part ; wnich Belly or thicker Part con- 
tains tjie grojjer Fluids, thofe of the more fubtik 
Jfature, fecern'd from the former, being in the 
Origin and Infertion, that is, in the two Ex- 
tremities. And from hence, I fay, the Belly of 
thicker Part will not only appear lefs tranfparent, 
pr more coloured, but being a thicker Body, muft 
iikewife become more vifible*. Now tho* we 
can very well determine the Origin of this Zi T 
gament or Mufcle, as he inclines to have it, yet he 
nor anyelfe, can pofitivelyafcertainwZtfr* its Infer r 
tion is or ends. Nay, its very Aftion, according to 
Kepler and Plempins, is quite different from what 
be offer ts it to be •, and its Origen 9 according to them, 
muft be where he would have the Infertion, that 
is, towards the Cryftalline or Vitreous. Thus Plem- 
fins, fays he, afcribes the Difcovery of the Ufe of 
this Ligament, in changing the Conformation of our 
Eyes, to the celebrated Philofopher and Mathemati- 
cian Johannes Keplerus, of which Anatomifts nee4 
pot be afhamed, it being only from mathematical Prin- 
(iples that the Necefftty of any fuch Change was ever 
difcover 9 d. Now what the Necefftty of this Change 
h, even tho' thus taken from mathematical Prin- 
ciples', pr, more properly, the IJfe of mathematical 
Words and Forms, the more pompoufly to intro- 
. duce and prove their own ? dear, fondling, imaginary 
Notions -, whether, I fay, there be any fuch true 
Foundation or Reality, either in this Opinion of 
the celebrated Kepler, or even that of the prefent 

Author 

* Yet whether all Mufcles have or have not fo diftingutfhably 
g Belly or thicker Part, is not greatly mateiial to what follow*. 
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Author under our Confideration, is what we fhatf 
hereafter more fully examine. The Author be- 
fore us, does, indeed, properly enough obfervc 
the Fallacy of fuch Ligament or Mufcle a&ing 
in the form and manner fuppofed by Kepler and 
Plempius •, but then it feems as plain and evident* 
that he borrows his Opinion from them, tho' he 
gives the fame Mufcle or Ligament juft the quite 
contrary Power and Direftion. Thus the Do&or 
feems inclinable to turn the Tables on them, and by 
way of Oppofition to take it the other way. 

But now I am a little inclined to obferve, that 
fince fome of our moft accurate mathematical Wri- 
ters have been fo obliging as to prefent us with 
their fo very valuable Calculations^ of the Strength 
of each Fibre in particular ; and fo have as learn- 
edly calculated the Power and Force of every fucb 
Mufcle compofed of the whole number of its Fibres, 
I cou'd, methinks, wilh that this or fome fuch 
learned Perfon had taken the trouble of calculating 
for us y the Power an<\ Force of this Ciliary Mufcle ; 
fince for my own part, I mull very freely own, 
I am of opinion that it is not of any fuch Strength 
or Power * fo as to be able to perform any fuch Mo- 
tions 3$ is aflerted, either by the one or the other : 
Tho* the latter, no doubt, as affirmed by Dr. Per* 
terfieldy feems to require the leffer Strength^ and 
ieemingly the more rational Suppofition of the two; 
as that by fuch a Motion it naturally would thus 
incline more to draw towards its Origin. Yet if 
we fhould have the leaft Regard to the Affertion 
of the much reputed Profe£or of Anatomy Row* 
mention'd in my Ophthalmograpbia, of the Circular 
Sinus round the Edge of this Ciliary Procefs, as he 
obferves in the Eye of a Cod-fifh y containing a ferous 
Humour, 13 } c. This, I fay, muft I think of courfe 
abfolutely deftroy any fuch Opinion as that of its 
Jaeing a Mufcle. But now to advance as yet a lit- 
tle 
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tie further, to try our prefent Author's new Doc* 
trine, as well as that of the original, mathematical^ 
iniologiftic Opinion of the celebrated Kepler, and 
that of his Follower, the. rcnown'd Practitioner* 
Plempius, by the Touch-ftone of practical Qbfer- 
vation ; we fliall find then, that on our bringing it to 
this Teft, all fuch who have btzncouctfdof aCata- 
raft ; and who, according to our prefent Author 
Dr. Porterfield's Opinion (as mentioned by him in 
the medical Eflays) this of the beating down of the 
Cryftalline Humour, now the moft general and com- 
mon received ; in this Operation the Ciliary Ligament 
or Mufcle mud neceffarily thus be all tore to pieces. 
Yet the Sight, at the fame time, feems no way to 
fuffer from any fuch Violence \ excepting for the 
Defedfc of the want of this Lens or Cryfialline. The 
manner of Vifion dill remains in the fame State as 
before, which cannot then have any more any 
elonging of the Globe, or lengthening of the Axis 
ef Vifion, by the Ufe of the faid Mufcle. Now 
were it as thefe Authors do fuppofe, or affirm, that 
this Ciliary Mufcle is fo absolutely necefTary/flr Vi- 
fion^ thofe Perfons who are couched would always 
have fuch a very confufed, indiftinCl, and imper- 
fect Sight, as that they would in effeCl JtiU remain 
blind. Nay, they could have no fuch Ufe of their 
Sight (fuch as it is) as thofe who have never been 
couch'd, (froma Deficiency of this Mufcle, ferving, 
as is faid, for the Elongement of the Globe, or that 
of the Axis of Vifion.) Whereas, I fay, they ufe 
their Eyes, have their Sight, and fee Obje&s as o- 
thers do, who have undergone no fuch Operation, 
baiting the other Defeft before obferved. And 
fomc who have been couched do recover their Sight 
fo very well after this Operation, that it is very little, 
(if any way) inferiour to thofe who have never had 
any fuch Maladie. The Lady Ruffel, I remember, 
who had been couch'd by Monfieur Gerard, told 

, me, 



Digitized by LiOOQ LC 



his Motions of the Eyjs, iQfc 59 

me, that fhe had her Sight fo very well after her 
. being couch'd, that fhe could very well fee to read* 
withcut the Ufe of Spe£iacles y and continued fo to 
do, even when much advanced in fears. Which is, 
indeed, ftill a retaining the Sight in a manner, or 
very near full as well, as thofe who never were af- 
flidted with anyfuch Maladie^ and who have a per- 
fect Sight. However, I mull ^t the fame time as 
freely own, that I cannot be of Opinion, that in 
this or fome fuch like Cafes, where there is ftill fo 
very great a Perfe&ion of Sight remaining, which 
happens fo very rarely ; that when it does, I do 
not think that the Cryftalline Humour is in any fuch 
Cafe deprefs'd, ox any way beat out of its proper 
Place. However, this is my private Opinion, 
(which our prefent Author, after what he has laid 
down, is not to ufe as a fufficient Authority,) I am, 
neverthelefs, at the fame time of Opinion, that it 
is the Cryftalline Humour which is ufually and ge- 
nerally deprefs % d orbeatdown^ in that Operation •, of 
which, together with my own particular Thoughts 
on that Head, I fhall more fully treat of hereafter. 
And fhall, for the prefent, more immediately con- 
fider it, according to his, and the now fo common 
received Opinion, of the Cryftalline Humour being 
deprefs'd, in all fuch as undergo this Operation* 
Now if inquired how, and in what manner this 
ligament or Ciliary Mufcle muft neceffarily fuffer, 
fo as to be torn to pieces ? We have then already 
obferved, that the Infertion of this Mufcle accord- 
ing to our Author's beft Account thereof, appears 
to be pretty uncertain, and altogether undeter- 
min'd : However, it feems as plain, that confi- 
dering it as a Mufcle, one part of its fuperiorSide 
and Infertion, muft run to the very Edge of the 
Lens or Cryftalline ; where, forming a kind of A- 
poneurofis^ is there feemingly divided into two moft 
delicate Membranes, which necefTarily form the 

Cap 
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Capful a or "Tunica Aranea that thus envelops the Cry- 
ftalline Humour. Now as to the undermoft fide, 
and Infertion of this Mufcle ; which our prefent Au- 
thor the Dodtor is principally plea fed to take no- 
tice of (as beft ferving his own proper Scheme and 
Purpofe) this part, he feems moft inclinable to 
infert fome-how and fome-wbere, into the hollow of 
the vitreous Humour. Page 197, his Words run 

thus : For the Fibres composing this Ligament or 

tnufcular Procefs do not run in a ftraight Line from 
fbeir Origin in the Choroides, to their Infertion in the 
JEdge of the Cryftalline^ but by their Inflexion form a 

Hollow beyond which lies the vitreous Humour 

and therefore when they contrast, this Concavty will 
become lefs, and the vitreous Humour will be corn- 
er ef?d \ which therefore muft, by prejftng on the back 

cf the Cryftalline, pufh it forward, Suppofing 

this then to be the cafe, let us a little examine and 
confider how this Matter will ftand, on performing 
of the forefaid Operation ; in which cafe, I fay, the 
Cryjlalline Humour being deprefs'd, or beat out of 
its proper Capfula, Membrane, or Bag, the upper 
liifertion of this Mufcle mud neceflarily be torn to 
pieces \ and it is highly probable, at the fame time, 
phat the very Middle, Body, or Ifelly of this fup- 
pofcd Mufcle is alfo tore -, and confeqQently the In- 
fertion in die vitreous muft likewife pe loft or fuffer. 
And this Procefs or Mufcle, muft £1111 more una- 
voidably be all rent to pieces, if we fuppofe or al- 
low the glary Humour of this Maladie (by Mon- 
fieur Maitre-Jean, call'd the Accompagnement) to 
extend itfelf all along the Ciliary Procefs, even to 
its Origin, as it often happens -, being fometimes 
to indurated as to become al moft as bard as Horn, fo 
as oftentimes to make the Needle (in the Operation) 
fond again : And on fome Occasions, fo as hard- 
ly, if at all to be forced down. On fuch Extenfion 
then, I fay, tho' not fo very highly indurated, yet 

this 
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this rnufcular Procefs^ muft in courfe on all fuch 
Occafions be lacerated* and quite dejlroy'd. Nay, 
even in the moft common Cafe, where we allow a 
forcing or beating of the Cryftalline down out of its 
place, and fo tearing of its proper Tunic or Mem- 
brane Aranea^ it muft probably, at the fame time, 
likewife often tear that part of the Infertion into 
the Vitreous, which our Author mentions, and lays 
fo great ftrefs on. Now, befides all that is here 
faid on this Occafion, it may, I think, eafily e- 
nough be perceived, that could we (or our Author) 
even imagine any part of this rnufcular Procefs fo 
as yet to remain without damage, after fuch Ope- 
ration ; yet, even then, according to his own Doc* 
trine, this Mufcle behoved abfolutely to become 
ufelefs ; becaufe this Cavity of the Vitreous being 
now become convex (as he allows) the great and ut- 
moft Ufe, to wit, the Contraction of this Mufcle, 
muft be to no purpofe. And now, although what 
has been here advanced feems to me fufficient to<le- 
ftroy our forefaid Author's Opinions, whether this 
of the prefent, or of thofe before him, who main- 
tain this Ciliary Procefs to be a * Mufcle: Yet as it 
may poflibly be fome further Satisfaftion to my 
Reader \ or our prefent Author, to fay fomewhat 
more on this Subjeft, particularly as to my own 
private Thought and Opinion of thefe Matters ; I 
(hall accordingly proceed as yet a little further on 
that Head. And tho' all I advance may not proper- 
ly be faid to be pofitive and certain Demonftration \ 
neverthelefs, I endeavour to advance no further 
than what Obfervation, in the Praftice of Maladies, 
Anatomy, Or what the Nature of the Thing appears 

to 

* In fine, being allow'd either to be a Mufcle or a Ligament : 
If a Mufcle, it cannot well do the Office of a Ligament on its Re- 
laxation, to wit, that of keeping the Cryftalline in its proper 
Place with the Firmnefs of a Ligament. And on fuppofing it a. 
Ligament* if on fnch Motions of that Humour, this Ligament 
jnuft readily be tore to pieces, 
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to ihe only to admit of. In order thereto then, I 
ihall firft remark, that Coronet or firft part, and 
Origin of the Ciliary Circle or Procefs, the Sclero- 
stica y with the Cboro'ides and Retina, do there all 
meet and join together; it being here that the Fibres 
of their Membranes or Coats, feem anew to be re* 
form'd, intermixed, or a-frefli to be rewoven and 
remodelled with one another, fo as to create or make 
a quite different* or altogether rtew Form of Tunics; 
Membranes, &c; And thus, and from hence then 
it is, that the Cornea arifes, that the Iris is alfo 
form'd or takes its Origin, with its inner Part or 
Uvea, the Ligamehtum Ciliare^ &c. Which lad,' 
I fay, plainly takes its Origin from this faid circu- 
lar Coronet v and as the Choroides appears to be a 
Tunic, fomewhat of the nature of a common 
Strainer, principally compofed of Glands and Ca- 
nals* fo as to feparate the grojfer and purer Parts of 
the Blood from each other ; fo thefe purer Limpid^ 
jiqueous, and more tranfparent Parts are without 
all peradventure, Jirain'd off,* at this Coronet ; part 
Of which feems there, by the proper Openings or 
the Mouths of fuch Aqueous Du£ls (pretended to be 
feen by fome) thrown into that common Space (be- 
tween the Cornea and Cryftalline) ordain'd for the 
Reception of the Aqueous Humour, whilft fome of 
the remaining patt of this tranfparent Liquid \s, at 
^the fame time, carried on or brought forward from 
the forefaid Coronet ± in the moft delicate pellucid 
. Tubes or Canals, which altogether form (jogether 
with the Veffels fit for the Structure or Nourilh- 
ment of the membranous Partjf that of the Ciliary 
Ligament or Procefs^ now fo generally underftooa 
, under that Name. This faid Humour then being 
thus carried on in thefe Ciliary Aquedufts (as v I ftiait 
. take the Liberty of terming them) are poffibly* 
if we any way credit the Affirmation of that mofl 
■ accurate Anatomift the Profejfor Row or Raviusy 
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firft thrown in or emptied into the circular Sinus 
running round the Edge of this Ligament or Procefs 
firft fpoken of or difcover'd by him : Yet whether 
juft thus or otherwife, it muft it feems at laft, ao 
cording to all Probability, be emptied, and thrown 
into that Capfula or Bag, which contains the Cry- 
ftalline Humour ', that is, on or into the Cryftalline^ 
and betwixt it and the tunica Aranea. And thus 
this membranous Part of that Ciliary Procefs, is 
either divided into two Membranes, for the Forma- 
tion of the faid Capfula or Tunica Aranea ; or other- 
Wife, if we are more willing to fuppofe it only to 
make up one Membrane, it muft then be imagined 
to pafs over its outfide (fo to cover it) and then 
to return, by paffing under it ; and in like manned 
to envelop and make a Coat alfo for the vitreous 
Humour. But if we fuppofe it as before hinted, to 
ivit, the being divided into two Membranes, we 
muft then conclude, that the lower Part or Side of 
the faid Ciliary Procefs, probably alfo much of the 
fame Form and Nature, containing likewife its owa 
proper Canals or Aqueducts, is in Tike manner to bfc 
divided into two or more Membranes •, which two 
ferve to form the vitreous Tunic, and feem to be 
furthermore fubdivided into an infinite number of 
Veficula or Cellula, all of which are replenifhed of 
filled with the like Aqueous Humour (probably fronfc 
thofe Dufts) which all together makes up that whole 
Mafs or Body, we term by the Name of the vitre- 
cus Humour. This then feems to' me, to be the 
Hature and Texture of this Ciliary Procefs, as 
well as in great meafure, its common Ufe, and 
that of its ferving likewife as a Ligament, for the 
-i-etaining of the Cryfialline Humour in its proper 
Place, oppofite to the Pupil. This then, I fay, of 
the carrying on and the fubfifting of thefe two Hu* 
mours, with the proper Liquid for their Nourifb- 
toerit and due Sub/fance, appears in reality, ac- 
cording 
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cording to the beft of my Capacity, to be the true 
Nature and Structure of thefe fo very delicate Parts ; 
too nice and minute for the Eye to be abletodifcover 
as we would wi(h, yet this is all my utmoft Searches 
therein can difcover, or that my Reafon can impart. 
Now if this then proves to be the true State of the 
Cafe* it will plainly and evidently appeaf alfoj of 
what great Ufe thefe mathematical Principles have 
been, which are fpoken of by our Author, in re* 
lation to the Neceffity of any fuch changing (by the 
Ufe of this Ligament) the Conformation of our 
Eyes+ the Difcovery of Kepler + &c. But after whai 
I have here advanced on this Subjedt, it will, I 
doubt not, be more fully fatisfaftory to my Rea- 
der, that I lhould as yet add fomewhat further on 
the Nature and Origin of Catara&s, not hitherto 
fo fully made clear to the World, being as yet ftill 
contefted, &c. I fhall then endeavour to recon- 
cile all thefe Difputes, , and .thus ftrive to render 
the whole fufficiently clear, r and I frope eyejrv,fo as 
to leave no proper room- for .a^y furthef Difpiite, 
The Aqueous Liquid then, which we have before 
been fpeaking of, whether in the two forefaid 
transparent Humours, or tHat in its proper and com- 
mon Receptacle or Aqueous Space behind the Cornea, 
however pure and tranfparent fuch Liquor is ; yet 
neverthelefs is* without doubt, fecern'd from the 
Blood (as the other Fluids are ;) being, Without 

Sueftion, the thinneft and pureft Part of the Serum ; 
ill in fome meafure retaining fomewhat of that 
certain- Vifcofity fo common to Serum, and not to 
be found in common Water. Thus then when the 
Blood is become vitiated, particularly being loaded 
with a Rheumatic Humour ; that is, when the Se« 
rous Part of the Blood is become^zy, and that fuch 
Humour tends greatly upwards, or is much thrown 
up to the Head (often producing there, violent, 
Jhooting Painsy &c.) then it is, indeed, that the 
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Eyes come t© be threatened) and at the fame time 
alio to be in great danger, particularly when much 
tending towards the Forehead, and ft ill more efpe- 
cially, when difeftly towards the Eyes. Thus then 
it is that the Blood in general, being more or lefs 
fizy, fo this Aqueous Humour fecreted therefrom, 
will readily be more or lefs liable to partake of the 
1 fame^ or to have fomewhat more or lefs of this 
gluey Humour fecreted therewith. And Hill yet 
more particularly and readily, as the faid^foy Hu- 
mour is more naturally and fpecially carried to thefe 
Parts. And from hence then it will follow, that 
thefe fo very fubtile, fine, and mod delicate Particles 
and Filaments, will thus arife, be fcrtofd, and ap- 
par^ tho* fo extreamly imperceptible at firft $ 
which fhews it felf in length of time, in the Re- 
femblance of Smoak, Clouds, Duji, Cobwebs, Hairs 9 
Threads, Flies, &c. which (in fuchcafe) ho doubt, 
are in the Aqueous Humour and not in the Retina^ 
as has been obferv'd in my Theory 6( Vifion. Such 
frhall Filaments then, coming from, or pafling 
through the Mouths of thofe Veffels, the forefaid 
Openings at the Coronet before mentioned •, which 
ferve to difcharge or empty the Aqueous Humour 
into its common Place and Receptacle behind the Cor- 
nea : Thefe faid Particles or Filaments feem to 
be carried, probably, from all fides of this Coronet 9 
and fo creeping along the out-fide of the Ligament urn 
Ciliare* and over the very Body and Out-fide of the 
Cryjlallirie Huttoour, fo as all to meet, and in effedt 
thus tofotm or fpin a moft delicate kind of Cobweb 
(of this fizy Humour) over the whole Cryjlalline, or 
its Tunica Aranea, &c. and thus with time grow- 
ing up and hardening, at laft becomes, what we 
call, a Cataratt. And 'tis this fort which may 
tnoft properly be term'd that of the membranous 
Kirtd. And this is more particularly and fully 
proved from Obfervation in Pr attic* 5 which is, that 
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on the Operator's laying his Needle only thereon, 
that is touching it in the very Jlighteft Manner ima- 
ginable therewith^ before it is come to be ripe and 
indurated by time, it immediately thereupon dif- 
perfes, and at the fame time turns the whole Aque- 
ous Humow turbid, (as is obferv!d in my former 
Treatife.) Which is, however, in fome time there- 
after, that is to fay, in fome few Weeks it fet- 
tles to the bottom^ or lower part of the Aqueous 
Humour, whilft the Cryftalline, at the fame time, 
becomes clear ', and the Sight is recovered, poflibly 
not lefs than had it been couch* d when fully ripe, or 
Sufficiently indurated ; and, in all likelihood, is 
lefs liable to rife again, as fometimes happens after 
having been couched. Thofe of this kind are, I 
doubt, not the moft fuccefsful fort, and where the 
greateft Perfe&ion of Sight follows on couching. 
And it is not improbable, that it might have been 
of this kind, that the Lady Ruffel's was \ yet I 
am heartily forry to fay, that I am well perfua- 
ded from Experience that fuch happens but very 
rarely. 

It is fufficiently known to the Curious, that the 
Affair of the Opinion of Catarafts, whether it be in 
reality the Cryftalline Humour it felf that becomes 
viciated, or this of ^Pellicula or membranous SubfiancCi 
has been the grand Difpute for fome Tears. In a 
word, it has been proved with good Authority, 
(by each fide) on Difleftion, to be the one way, as 
well as the other. Tho* the former, the Opinion of 
Monfieur Brifceau and Maitre-Jean, has, no doubt, 
mof e fully been fo proved, becaufe (as obferved) it 
is the moft frequent and more common kind, and 
confequently more Inftances to be had in that way. 
From this then, which has been hinted, it may 
readily be perceived, that they will thus become li- 
able to be divided, into the more kindly or flighter 
fort of Catara&s, anti thofe of the more common 
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&nd lefs fuccefsfid, as well as thofe of the more ma- 
lign and moft unfuccefsful kind. Now; as to the 
manner how the other fort is formed, it likewife 
appears as plain to me, thatwhilftasyet there is but 
a fmall quantity of this Size in the Blood, fo poffi- 
bly the larger Particles or fizy Flakes \ are thus more 
eafily floating along ih the larger Canals or DuEls^ 
where they meet with the leajt Refifiance : But the 
Blood being ftill more abounding with this glary 
Humour, both of the lejfer as well as of the large} 
kind oi Tdch Particles $ fome of the more Minute, will* 
and do, in all likelihood, pafs thorough thofe Ci- 
liary Du&s, (we have before fpoken of) and are 
fo accordingly thrown into the Tunica Aranea, all 
over the Cryftalline Humour ; which is thus render- 
ed epake. As this then but feldom or ever hap* 
pens, without the other fort on the outward or fora 
fide of the Tunica Aranea in the Aqueous Humour ', 
ih the manner and from fuch Reafons we have juffc 
been fpeaking of ; fo this fizy Pellicle or Cutara£f % 
in the Aqueous Humour or Outfide, lying common- 
ly, I fay, on the Aranea, is by Monfieur Maitre- 
jhn fuppofed to be, or called by him^ the Atcom- 
pagnement of the Cataratt. From all which then 
that has here been laid down, it will in like man- 
Her follow, that when the Blood is univerfally 
loaded with this Rheumatic Size, or at lcaft* that 
flowing to the Head, and in particular towards tbi 
Eyes ; it will then, I fay^ readily happen,- that even 
the fmalleft Duffs* and mmutejt Parts will in this 
manner likewife be overcharged, and confequently 
thus filled with this unkindly Humour ; and fo not 
toly the Cryftalline^ but even the vitreous Humour 

* As thofe of the Vitreous are, probably, the moft minute 
Duds, fo probably that Pax t may be the lait which fuffers, the 
Particles fpoken of being firft carried thorough the larger Ca- 
nal* ; or ©therwife from the more general Taint of the whole 
ftlafc 
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alfo, in all its CellttU will be clogged and filled there- 
with -, and by this means will become opake. In a 
word, it will thus become univerfal over aiithe/7/- 
tcrnal Part of the Globe ; a Maladie, for which there 
is no cure. Now, by all that I am capable pf com- 
prehending of thefe Matters, this kind is general- 
ly attended with great and * Jhooting Pains of the 
Head, if not. alfo in the Forehead, and towards the 
Eye in particular. The fecond fort is fometimes, 
likewife, accompanied with more or lefs Pain ; 
whereas the firjl and mojl laudable kind very rarely 
or ever are. 

From hence then, it will be fufficiently obferv- 
able, how very neceflary : is, well to underftand 
the human Structure, anu ..iat of the Animal (Eco- 
nomy, as well as the Maladies in general, incident 
to human Bodies \ which, at the fame time, plainly 
proves, I think, that it is not afufficient Qualifica- 
tion for one who has dabbled a little in Eyes only, 
with Eye-Salves, and Eye-Waters \ or even da- 
ring (though fuccefsful too) to thnaft in a Needle, 
&c. to pretend or prefume therefore to underftand, 
and fo to undertake the nice and difficult Tajk of 
remedying all the Maladies incident to this fo noble 
and moft curious Organ. 

I might, 'tis true, proceed to lhew, that this 
fizy or rhettmatick Humour, is that which is, or 
forms, both Gout and Gravel, as well as the Stone ; 
when falling on all the Parts common to thofe Ma- 
ladies. So I might likewife more fully obferve 
(were it not time to finifh) that the Cryftalline Hu- 

* N. B. After having writ this, I looked into Monfieur 
Maine Jean, where I obferv'd, page 133, he fpeaks of une Hu- 
meur Rbumatifante ; but he diftinguilhes this from, cette Serofite 
acide amajjee a u tour du Cryfiallin % & qui caufe la Cutaradie. 
However, what this noted Author is pleated to obferve there, on 
this Head, gives me no Satisfe&ion ; but rather ferves more 
fully to prove, or to convince me, in what I have here ad* 
ranccd. 
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mour, I fay, has even alfo been found to be petri- 
fied in its, Capfula, as the Stone has been found, in 
the Bladder and- Kidneys, as well as in the Lungs > 
and Gall-Bladder, or as chalky Stones have been 
found in gouty Hands, Legs, and Feet. So that in 
effeft, it is (till the fame Thief, only appearing or 
breaking forth out of the Fabrick (or towards the 
extremities) from the differentPtfr/j thereof How 
very necefiary then fuch univerfal Knowledge muft 
be, will eafily and readily appear ; and fo (if I may 
be allow'd the Metaphor) to know, have, and 
properly to underftand the true and juft Ufe of the 
the Lord Chief Jujlice bis Warrant, for the duly 
following, fettering, or fubduing fuch, in any Part 
of this Animal Kingdom ; that is, the preventing 
and hindering thiscommoo Enemy from feizing, or 
dejiroying the noble or principal Parts of our Confti- 
tution, is what I muft leave to the further and more 
mature Conftderation of my thoughtful Reader, 
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Some REMARKS 

O N TH E 

Maladies and Operations of the Eye, &c. 1 

I N 

Mr. Chefeldetfs Obfervations, 

(In his Anatomy ) 
On the Difeafes and Operations of th#t 
Organ. And of fome other Prac- 
titioners, their Pra&ice and Improve- 
ments in Hofpitals, &c« 

I Know not whether (in a great meafure) I may 
not have been confider'd as one dead or a-Jleep % 
thefe many Years by-paft •, whether from an Indo- 
lence, or fome particular Inclination of innocently 
amufing my felf, or that of being otherwife well 
employed, feems not much material to the Publick. 
However, I cannot but own that I think it is pof r 
fible to arrive at fuch Knowledge in this way •, nay, 
even Pbyfick in general, as the nature of that Study, 
and the human Capacity will admit of ; proportion- 
ably to that of other Arts and Sciences, tho* in it- 

' felf not al together fo certain. To Which pitch any 
Perfon having attained, being a Man of Spirit, and 
having a general Defire orThirft after Knowledge, 
(as mod fuch have ;) he then, as Conquerors thirft 
after new Conqucfts, fo likewife does he infrejh De~ 

fires -of Knowledge ; which is boundlefs, and ftjll 
more defirablc the more pleafant and amufing it is. 
I Jcnow not, I fay, whether, during this my §&i- 
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etude^ foitle noSiurnal or other Birds may have made 
a little over-free with fome of my Feathers, to deck 
them felves with. However, I mud now own, that on 
hearing the melodious Songs, of a celebrated Nightin- 
gale, in the praife of his Eye Curer : Tho*. I otan, 
I underftood him with the Knowledge^lroper to 
him, that is, with the Licentia Poetica Allowance : 
Yet the enchanting, warbling Notes of this melo- 
dious * Bird, Ifay, roufed me more than all the 

Noife and Buftle of thofe of the College of , 

or thofe of the S hall, in running after our cla- 
morous, vain, pretending Occulift T r. I muft, 

neverthelefs, at the fame time fay, that to judge 
right, and truly well, fuch who pretend to make 
a proper Judgment of a Perfon's Knowledge in 
any particular Way, they ought to be more learn-. 

* As fome have been bold enough to affert, that the beft 
Poets have been blind, as witnefs Homer, Milton, Sec. which, 
fay they, is proved by the Improvement of our Reafon, when 
we are not diverted by outward Objects ; that is, the inter- 
nal Senfe becomes better by the lofs of the External, as not 
being fo much diverted by the continual Ufe, and viewing of 
external Objefts. Of which, if I miftake not, Milton fome- 
where makes fome fuch Hint. Now, as our ingenious Au- 
thor Mr. Chefelden, I well remember, ufed to be greatly given 
to Poetry, methinks it would be worthy his Enquiry (for the 
Benefit of the Curious) to know, or find out, what fort of 
Blindnefs it might be that Homer in particular was afflicted with ; 
becaufe, if it was that of the Cataracl Kind, (efpecially of the 
proper fort) he then, as our Author obferves, being able to dif in- 
guijb Colours, could not fe well be faid to be blind ; which yott 
Know would plainly prove that the befi Poets were not blind, &c. 
But if, notwithstanding, that it had been this Maladie, they, 
neverthelefs, have taken the Liberty to call him (tho* impro- 
perly) blind. Yet it would, I fay, even in that Cafe, contra- 
dict the common Proverb, and prove that blind Men, or Poets, 
tan, neverthelefs, judge of Colours. Now, whether thefe things 
^>e fufficiently cleared qp by the particular Epithet given to fuch 
Heroes or Poet, that I know no.t. But if Homer's Cafe can be 
fuppofed as hinted, what pity it was, he had not a fufficiently 
approved Hand, fo celebrated by him (or fome noted Poet of 
thofe Times) accordingly to have couch'd him ; even tho' the 
Oculiit had been lefs celebrated. 
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ed in that Way than thofe they pretend^ to judge 
of, or at lead very near as much •, otherwife they 
will not only be very liable to the being deceived 
thetnfelves, but by fuch means alfo moil ready to 
jmpofe on others. B^ing now then a little roufed, 
py fuch tmbtdious Sonnets, and the foregoing Let- 
ters, &c^. begun to /bake my Ears, and to look 
fomewhat a-round me, fo to obferve what Advances 
might have been made in this Way in this great 
Town, ever fince my writing the forefaid [mall 
Treatife of the Eye. I found, that my very in- 
genious Friend Mr. William Chefelden, appear'd 
amongft the firft of that number -, of whole Wri- 
tings in this Way, I freely own I had not the leaji 
Knowledge or Sufpicion, until juft now, on Exami- 
nation of the Ihjl Edition of his Anatomy, that / 
undeceived my felf: his Syfrem or Observations of 
the Affuirs of the Eyes being therein contained. I 
fhall then only fay, that in this laft or fourth Edi- 
tion, I obfer.ved large Strides towards Improve- 
ments in this Way, which were not in the firji, or 
fecmingly therein to have had any Thoughts in this 
Way, which, therefore, may alfo occafion the few 
following Queries on thisSubjeS. Which I now e- 
veu the rather choofe to mention, being I under- 
ftand he is upon publifhing another Edition with 
great Additions \ fo that I choofe thus to give him 
a fair Opportunity of anfwering thefe my Queries 
and Remarks in his faid new Book ; or to correct 
fuch Thoughts contain'd in his former Editions, as 
he fhall judge mod proper, fince I am no way on 
the catch, or to criticife for criticifwg fake, but 
merely for theyiz^ of Truth, and the further Satifr 
faftion of the World in general , in which Light I 
hope he will cenfider it, and no otherwife, fince A- 
micus Plato, &c. Nor ought we from Vanity, or 
any oityr views to differ, but readily to agree to 
the promoting of Truth: More eipecfally, fince I 

would 
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would not only confider him as an old Acquaintance^ 
but alfo as 3. Man of Merit. My Intention, as 
I have faid, is not criticijing for criticifing fake\ 
finee I have always been of Opinion, that the beft, 
moft laudable, and moft effe&ual way of playing the 
Critic on any Performance or Book, was to write 
a better of our own. Now, as I have already writ 
a Treatife on the Subjeft of the Eye, it may, I think, 
freely enough be allowed me to take fome Cog- 
nizance of fuch as any way treat of the like Subjeff^ 
tho* they treat not thereof in any diftind:, or parti- 
cular Treatife only, but accompanied with other 
Subjefts. I fhall not, however, pretend, or judge 
it any other way neceffary, to make Obfervations 
on his General, Anatomic Work, tho* the other be 
centain'd therein ; efpecially, fince I never have 
publifh'd any fuch General Work, whate'er I 
might once, or ever have intended. Yet I fhall 
now, I believe, hardly think of any fiich Thing. 
Nor fhall I even now trouble myfelf, particularly, 
to criticife on all the Parts of die Eye, mention^ 
or omitted ; or of fuch Deficiencies, Faults, orAfc- 
gleffs on this Subjeft, contain'd in this faid Author 9 i . 
Anatcmy, but fhall only obferve this in general^ 
That it appears very ltrange to me, tjiat he fhould 
have given us no diftindt Prints of the Parts, ei- 
ther of the Eye or Ear, but only indijlinft and very 
imperfect, fhort Accounts of fuch Parts as he is pleaf- 
ed to mention. Nay, his lafi Edition does rather, 
indeed, feem to be a kind of Theory of Vifion, in 
his way, than properly the DiffeRion and Anatomy 
of the Eye, which the World fo reafonably expedled 
him to have .produced. Altho* his launching put 
fo far into the Theory of Vifion (poffibly even alfo 
with the Advice and Afliftance of his Friends) 
yet I cannot by any means imagine, no more than 
fortie of his belt Friends, who feem ready eaough 
to allow, that this Part is not his greatefi or befl 
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Talent. It were then to have been wifh'd, that he 
Jiad dwe'ta little more on fuch Part, as he has been 
judg'd to be more knowing in, to wit, the direc- 
ting or operative Part, fo commonly allow'd to be 
his principal Tallent. But if he, heverthelcfs, do 
judge himfelf to be fufficiently capable of, or even 
the more able, in the former , what (hall we then fay? 
if not, that it is but too common a thing for Man- 
kind, to endeavour to fhew, that they fliine the 
moft, io that which in reality they often are found 
and appear to be the moft weairin. I mull, as yet, 
likewife further obferve, that befides the former 
Reafons which induced me to the prefent Under- 
taking, is, that on Examination I obferv'd, That 
I am fo far from being exprefsly fpoken of, or 
named, or that of my Treatife, in thofe his Ac- 
counts of the Eye (tho' of fo long Acquaintance, or 
Jong publifh'd, &c.) that he fcems rather careful- 
ly to have* avoided I be fame -, yet the drift in fever al 
Parts, if not in the whole, feems plainly enough to 
fquint towards me, as I fhall more particularly en- 
deavour to make appear hereafter. And this Me- 
thod of taking notice of a Perfon, or his Works, 
who, at the fame time, plainly appears to be in 
our Eye, is far from being the beft, probably the 
moft ungenerous and unfriendly way of treating him. 
Now lhould he, at the fame time, in the leaft, be 
any way found guilty of filching of any thing from 
any fuch Per fen* s Performance, might we not then 
judge him to be ft ill more blamable ? I fhall then 
only touch on fome few fuch Points as feem fome- 
what a-propo, or relative to tire Subje&s, before 
treated of in our foregoing Letters. Should then 
this our Friend, incline to take Parts from us, hi- 
therto allowed, inflead of difcovering of new ones \ 

* This probably, according to the common, faihionable, 
approved Method, may not impioperly be call'd, finking of an 
Alienor, when wc incline he mould not be much heard of. 
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and again to allow them in latter Editions, with- 
out the leaft apology for fo doings what muft we 
think ? But to begin, and to explain this more par- 
ticularly, I fhall then obferve, That moft Authors 
now agree, as well as that in my Treatife, page i8, 
there is there made mention of the Tunica Aranea^ 
(which envelopes the Cryftalline Humour) viz. 
The Tunica, with which it is covered (fpeaking of 
the Cryftalline) is called the Aranea; becaufe offucb 
a very delicate Texture : This Membrane adheres to y 
or is continued from the vitreous Tunic, and Liga- 
moiitum Ciliare. Very well, ft> far is aflerted by 
me : Now let us hear the Obfervation of our faid 
Friend Mt. Chefelden on this Head, in his frji Edi- 
tion, publifti'd foon after mine: where he goes on, 
page 176, in the following manner. " Some Au- 
" thors have reckon'd a Coat to the Cryftalline Hu- 
cc mour, which they call Aranea, from the Delicate- 
iC nefs of its Texture. But this Appearance relults 
*' merely from the boyling or expofmg the Humour 
" to the Air : Which is their way of difcovering 
C4 it." Very good ; this, furely, is a very home 
Thruji at me, and all fuch as mention this Coat or 
Tunic. I took it, indeed, to be particularly level- 
led at me, on the firft Publication thereof, (being 
foon aftef mine was publifh'd-,) upon which I 
call'd on Mr. Chefelden at his Houfe in Cheapftde> 
to talk the Matter over with him, to know what 
he meant by it ; in fine, to fatisfy him on that 
Subjedfc. I fhall only fay then, that he made no 
great Reply thereto, but that he coloured ; which 
then, indeed, ftiew'd his Modefty on that head : On 
which I left him, without imagining it neceffary 
to pufh it any further. 

The next and latter Editions (which, as I've 
faid, I did not miftd or look into till now) goes 
on as follows. Third Edition, page 325, as alfo 
the fourth, tho* a different page. — " The Cryftal- 

« line 
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" line its Shape is a deprefs 9 d Spheroid ; it is dijlincl- 
c< ly contained in a very fine Membrane, caii'd A* 
c< ranea" Excellently good again ; " diftinRly 
<c contained in a very fine Membrane, cali'd Am- 
" nea" But how then are we to reconcile this 
with the foregoing pqfitive Affertion in thefirfi Edi-- 
ticn ? Some Authors have reckoned a Coat, &x. 
What is this then, our ingenious Friend his way of 
difcovering it ? without making the leaft Apology to 
the World for fo pofttively and bluntly contradicting 
what he had as pofitively afferted before. And why 
not tell us how he came to make this new Difco- 
very? If he inclines not to difcover to the World, 
that he owed to me any fuch Obligation, yet, fure- 
ly, he might have form'd fonie pretty Story, as to 
his way of difcover ing it. But, indeed, he is very 
ftiort in his Defcription thereof; fo that he would 
feem to have concluded on that Head, that feweft 
Words are beft. As to the Cry flail ine being in fhape 
a deprefs'd Spheroid, he had better to have acquainted 
the World, as mentioned' in my Book, that its 
form is as that of two Segments of Spheres of diffe- 
rent Magnitudes, being jojn'd together, the moll 
Convex of which, lies backwards in the vitreous Hu- 
mour. 

The next thing then, which I fhall obferve, and 
which feems plainly to have been borrow'd from 
me, or at lead, that which firft gave him fuch Hint 
(without, at the fame time, taking the leaft notice 
of me) is, that as there was nothing mentipn'd of 
any Theory of Vifwn \ or of any Print or figure of 
that kind (for the better Explanation thereof) in 
his firji Edition \ why, truly, he very fairly puts 
into his latter Edition the fame Figure on Vifion as is 
contain'd in mine. 5 Tis true, indeed, he might 
have found much the like Figures in Books of Op- 
ticks ; tho' it feems full as likely, that he topk the 
the firft Hint frcta- my Ufe thereof. It is, howe- 
ver, 
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ver, certain, and I doubt not he will readily e- 
nough al^edge, That tho* the fame Figure in ef- 
fect, yet that he has made fome Additions thereto, 
as that of an Optick Nerve added, as well as that of 
the Beam of Lights or the Rays of an Obje5t being 
loft, which fall on the Entrance of that Nerve into 
the Globe to form the Retina. I will as freely al- 
low that he has even done all this, which I judge 
no way nectfftry. Let us now then, a little con- 
fider the Ufes our improving Author maizes of this, 
as well as our own Observations thereon. I do not, 
in the firft place, allow the Optick Nerve to be fo 
obliquely placed in Human Subjects, or quite fo 
diftant from the Axis, or middle of the bottom of 
the Globe, as he puts it Now, as to his particu- 
. lar Opinions , Ratiocinations, and Obfervations, in re- 
lation to this Nerve, I (hall firft choofe to repeat 
his own Words, before I go further.^ Third E- 
dition, page 328, fpeaking of the Rays gf Light 
being loft, or their being infenfible to us, which 
come from any Objeft, and are placed or termi- 
nate on the Entrance of the Optick Nerve, where 

it comes to form the Retina. <c Which, 

" (foyshe) appears from part of an Object being 
44 loft to one Eye, when we are looking towards 
44 it with the other fhut. I know (continues he) a 
44 Gentleman, who having loft one Eye by the 
" Small-pox, and going through a Hedge, a' 
" Thorn, unfeen (probably from thisCaufe) ftruck 
44 the other, and put it out. The two Optick 
44 Nerves, foon after they arife out of the Brain, 
44 join and feem perfectly united : Yet, from the 
44 following Cafe, I am not without Sufpicion of 
<4 their Fibres being prefervM diftinft, and that the 
44 Nerve of each Eye arifes whol y from the oppofite 
44 fide of the Brain ; or elfe, that the other Nerves 
44 throughout the Body arife from the Brain, and 
* 4 Medulla Oblongata, on the fides oppofite to 
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44 thofe they come out of." Which Aflertion, or 
Suppofition he pretends to prove, in the fame place, 
from a Soldier, who by a Pufh or Violence on 
the left Eye* which raifed it out of its Orbit, 
44 was (fays be) prefently followed with exceffive 
44 Pain in the right fide of the Head only •, and a 
44 lofs of the Senfe of Feeling, and Motion in both 
44 the right Limbs : Which, fome time thereafter 
44 (fays be) recovered/* ., * 

Firil then, as to the Rays of Light coming from 
the Objedt; and their falling dh the Entrance of the 
Optick Nerve, where it forms the Retina, which are 
there loft by being placed on the Diameter or the 
whole breadth of the Optick Nerve: Methinks, it 
would not he improper to enquire of cur Authors 
whether even that very Breadth or Entrance there 
of the laid Nerve* be not alfo Retina ? (and, pro- 
bably, alfo the molt delicate Part thereof.) Now* 
fince he, in thefe latter Editions appears to affed 
much this kind of Writing, with his Angular Ra- 
tiocinations thereon, &c. it would have been, I 
imagine, or is ftill greatly a-propot as an accurate 
Anatomifi and Philofopber, to inform us, why 
this faid Part of the Retina^ being the whole End 
and Thicknefs of that Nerve^ which is not an in- 
confiderable Paft of the Retina where the Rays of 
Obje&s are placed ; why fuch Rays then, or tbtif 
Impulfes, fhould prove lefs, or no way, fenfible to 
us there, as they do on the other Parts of the Re- 
tina ? I have, indeed, heard fome pretend to give 
a Reafon, tho* nothing fatisfa&ory. Monf. Mar^ 
riot, or others, their Experiments to prove fuch 
Rays being there loft, is no Anfwer to this Que* 
ftion. Nor can I fay, but that I ftill retain fome 
Safpfcipns of that now fo common receiv'd Opinion, 
tho* Monf. Marriott Experiment is certainly very 
curious; yet, whether it may not even poffibly 
proceed from another Chufa h what I cannot here 

pre* 
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jpretend to determine. And ,as it feems more pro- 
perly to come under the Confideration of the Op- 
ticians, or the Improvers and Followers of that 
Doftrine and Opinion, fo 1 ihall at prefent leave 
it. 

Let us now then come to the Proof of this Opi- 
nion, from the Obfervation made by our confiderate 
Author, of the Gentleman who had his Eyefiruck or 
put out (or, ratherSightJ by theThorn unfeen, probably 
from this Caufe. I muft freely own, I am here at a 
great lofs to underftand my penetrating , Friend 
in this Particular ; or as to his method of Reafoning^ 
and in what manner it is he proves it by his mathe- 
matical Figure of the Theory of Vifion % or by any <>^ 
ther way. For Example ; can our worthy and very 
curious Friend pretend to place a Thorn in any Fo- 
fition, fo before the Sight of the Eye, as that the 
Pdrfon ihall not be able to fee, or any way to dif* 
cern the faid Thorn ? if the faid Perfon makes the 
leaft Attention thereto : If not, what does he 
talk of? 

As to this Gentleman, his To unluckily having 
this Thorn thus fuddenly to ftrike his Eye i that 
he had . not time to fhun it* from the exceed- 
ing Swiftnefs thereof ; fo that he might, in this 
manner, loofe his Sight thereby* is, no doubt* 
Very poflible. But as to the Reafon given, or«the 
far-fetch*d* learned Suppofition and Remark our 
noted Author is pleafed to make thereof ; it is, 
furely, without the leaft Foundation, either from 
common Senfe or Experience. Now, as to our ce± 
lebrated Author, his Obfervation of the Opticfc 
Nerve of each Eye, ariftng wholly from the oppofite 
fide of the Brain \ I cannot allow that neither, ot 
the leaft approve of that Opinion ; notwithftand- 
ing, all the great Reputation he has acquir'd in this 
Ivay of differing, &c. And I would oppofe to 
his Authority the Obfervatipn of Vefalius his Wo- 
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man, who had her right Eye emaciated, together 
with the Optick Nerve on the fame fide ; whofe 
Authority, if we have any regard to, plainly proves, 
that the faid Nerves do not crofs each other, fo to 
be communicated into the oppofite, or contra- 
ry Eye : Or that their Fibres are any way mixed or 
confounded with each other (but tho* gently touch^ 
ing each other) their Fibres do, neverthelefs, 
keep entirely dijiinft and feparate, and the whole 
Nerve is inferted in each Eye from its own pro- 
per fide. 

As to the Proofs brought by our faid Author, Mr. 
Chefelden, of this Soldier, who, by a violent Pufh 
on his Eye, which was prefently followed with ex- 
cefiive Pain on the contrary fide of the Head ; this 
appears to me very eafy to be accounted for, in 
quite the contrary way to what our faid Friend ad- 
vances. As for Example •, what can fhew it felf 
more p!ain, than that the left Eye by the Vio- 
lence of the blow, became thus greatly inflamed, 
and thereby was fo accordingly raifed or heaved up 
out of its Orbit ; by which Violence the Dura and 
Pia Mater, that cover the Optick Nerve, behoved 
alfo thus to fuffer, and readily fo, likewife, to be 
thus over fir etched and inflamed. Nor can it feem 
anyway ftrange, that thofe Membranes on the con- 
trary fide of the Head (to wit, the right) fhould mora 
particularly fuffer on this Occafion ; and thus to be 
highly enflam'd, violent Pain, &c. more efpecial- 
ly, when we duly confider the oblique Infertion of 
the Optick Nerve into the Eye, and, confequently, 
upon the violent Inflammation, ftrong Tenjion, and 
pufhing forward of the whole Globe, muft neceflari- 
ly, from its Pofition Cor that of the Optick Nerve) 
more particularly drain and inflame thefe very 
Parts of the Membranes of the Dura and Pia Ma- 
ter, on the oppofite fide. And, % that the right 
Limbs of this Patient might likewife fuffer from 

tho 
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the fame Caufe, to wit, that of lofs of the Senfe of 
Feeling and Motion, need not, neither, feem any 
way ftrange ; when confider'd, that the Cbats of 
thefe Nerves being alio affe&ed by the Inflam-t 
matioh of the forefaid Membrdnes, on that Side cr 
Part from which they receive their Coverings or 
have a Communication. 

But now, let us take a little Notice of our pre- 
fent Author, in his defcribing of the Aqueous Hu- 
mour of the Eye ; or rather his accurate Account of 
the proper Ufes thereof. Third Edition, page 324, 
he informs us in the following Manneh u The! 
" Aqueous Humout lies fofemoftj and feerris chiefly 
" of ufe to prevent the Cryflalline from being eafi- 
" ly bruifed by rubbing, or a Blow; and, perhaps, 
" it ferves for the Cryflalline Humour to move for- 
" ward in, while we view near Objects *, and back* 

u ward, for remoter ObjeEIs" And what* 

is this then the only Account and Ufes of this Hu- 
mour, which our accurate Anatomift can give us 5 
or that he judges necefTary to oblige the Publick 
with ? In my Opinion, he had far better have fa id 
nothing on that Subjeft ; becaufe it inftrufts nor, 
iinlefs to lead the unwary out of the right way. 
How, I pray, does it prevent the Cryflalline from • 
being eafily bruifed by rubbing, cr a Blow, any morg 
than were the fame Cavity or Chamber ful ly extend- 
ed with Air? And, confequently, iffo, no need of 
the Aqueous Humour in that Cafe : " And a$ to his* 
perhaps, of the Aqueous Humour ferving foi* the 
Cryflalline Humour to move forward in — '— — that, I 
fay, (even fuppofing fuch Movement to be fa6l) 
were this Aqueous Space, as \Ve faid before, only 4 
fll 9 d with Air, fuch Motion would be full as well 
perform'd i And* confequently, if fo as obferv'd* 
there could then be no manner of Ufe or Occafion* 
for the Aqueous Humour, asexprefs'd by our f aid Author 4 
But, on the other hand, I fhould be glad to know, 
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why we may not fuppofe fome further real Ufea 
of this Humour, and, which I take to be thefe, 
to wit, that it is of ufe not only for the more 
full Extenfion of the Globe -, but is alfo to keep 
the inward Humours and Membranes at their due 
and proper Place and Dijiance ; particularly the 
Cryftalline, and that of the Uvea, or Iris. It like- 
ways, undoubtedly, humetts or moiftens all xhz Mem- 
branes within this faid Space or Chamber * which 
would otherwife dry and Jhrivel, &c. It ferves to 
the infide of the Cornea, as the Lachrymal Liquid 
or Water does, to moiften its outfide : And is of 
great Ufe to moiften the Fibres of the Uvea and Iris, 
and to keep it from drying or Jhriveling, as well as in • 
its proper Form and Place. It probably alfo fillszxvf 
Vacuities and bume&s all within the Globe of the Eye. 
But in page 326, third Edition, he makes a fur- 
ther Remark on this Humour, which we cannot 
well, in filence, pafs over ; his Words are as fol- 
low. " The fame thing alfo may be obfervM of the 
4C Aqueous Humour, which is, indeed, more * con- 
cc cave than convex : but when the Cryftalline Hu* 
<c mour is removed in the couching a Catardft, the 
cc Aqueous pofleffes its Place, and becomes a Lens ; 
" but that refra&ing Light, lefs than the Cryftal- 
"• line, whofe Place and Shape it partly takes, the 
cc Patient needs a convex Glals to fee accurately."-— 
How, quoth he ? the Aqueous Humour becomes a 
Lens! This is a piece of News indeed, and a fingu- 
lar Ufe we have not heard of before. But how is 
it our very curious Author proves all this ? Is it by 
Diffedtion, or by Authority from other Writers? 
No truly, it is all his own, his own Obfervation, and 
that's enough. Well, fo then it fhall be his own •, for 
I dare fwear, none will ever difpute it with him its 
being all his own. And yet 1 am ftill in fome 
doubt, whether he believes it to be intirelybis own\ 
for I am in fome Sufpicion he takes it from Monfteur 

Bril*. 
* This would require a little fmhex Proof., 
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firifceau and Maitre-Jcan*j Opinion of the vitreous 
Humour doing the Office of the Cryftalline after 
couching. And he thus either miftakes their Account 
thereof, or, otherways, he feems here inclined to 
give us (in this manner) his Improyement thereon. 
However, if we allow their Opinion to be of force, 
and which* no doubt, carries fome Probability, 
and a Strength of Reafon along with it* to wit, that 
the Cryftalline being beat down, the Cavity of the Vi* 
treous becomes convex^ more particularly affifted by the 
Prejfure of the Body of the Cryftalline fo deprefs'd, on 
the fide of the vitreous Humour ; if this then, their 
now fo common received Opinion be thus allow'd, 
there cannot be any thing in this Affertion of our 
Friend Chefelden, of the Aqueous Humour becoming d 
Lens, or of its poffeffing the Place of the Cryftalline* 
tec. So that it would, methinks, be intirely ne- 
ceflary for him to difcufs and clearly to difmifs this 
now fo general Opinion, before he pretends to e- 
ftablifh his owrt\ or that he ftill perfift in that no- 
table Notion. But now again, as yet to indulge out 
Friend, .by laying afide this French Opinion, (tho* 
already fo generally received with us) let us theri 
fuppofe, according to our improving Author^ that 
the Aqueous Humour ', (on fuch Occafion) falls into 
, the Cavity of the Vitreous ; y£t how it becomes a 
Lens, or how it takes its Shape, is indeed beyond 
my Comprehenfion : for tho' it fills up this Hollow i 
yet is not all on the fide, and above this to th# 
Cornea, a great part of a large aqueous Globe ? Pofr 
fibly not much lefs thkn ten times the Bignefs of 
jchat fpoken of, which fills the Hollow of the Vi- 
treous. Befides, how can it have the leaft fimili- 
tude in Form, when we eonftder the aqueous Body 
to be extended, at leaft, as far on each fide of this 
Cavity ? When we confider the deprefs'd Cryftalline 
alfo to take off fome part of its Form ? And whert 
we confider the Uvea, or Iris^ which forms the 
Ga FupiU 
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Pupil, to lie in or near the middle of this aqueous 
Body, can any rational Creature then pretend this, 
in any manner, to be thtjhape of a Lens ? But let 
us now conlider this whole aqueous Humour, which 
our Author is fo very ready and willing to turn in- 
to a Lens. I fay then, that as the Rays are firft 
converged by the Cornea^ fo they will diverge a- 
gain in the Aqueous confequently, even till they 
come to the Vitreous ; fo that the Aqueous, from 
hence, cannot, any way, in this manner ferve as a 
Lens ? 

As to the vitreous Humour, our accurate Anato- 
. mift is not pleafed to give us any anatomical Dif- 
fedtion, or Account thereof, only that it ferves to 
keep the Cryftalline at its proper Diftance ; for 
which Reafon I muft refer the Reader to my Ac- 
count thereof in my Ophthalmographia. 

I might here likewife obferve, which I had like 
to have omitted, that in page 320, third Edition, 
he judicioufly makes us the following Remark : 
Therefore, fays he, a dilated Pupil is a certain Sign 
of a bad Eye. I humbly conceive that our correct 
Author would fay, or mean, a preternatural Dila- 
tation -, which is, no doubt, a bad Sign : But might 
he not with as much Reafon alfo, at the fame time, 
have added, that the preternatural Contraction there- 
of is likewife a<*bad Sign. 

Yet I doubt not I have juft now advanced full 
far, and very poflibly our Friend, Mr. Chefelden, 
may not fo readily allow, that the preternatural 
Contraction of the Pupil (to wit, the Relaxation of 
the Fibres of the Uvea and Iris) is a Sign of a bad 
Eye ; becaufe when I refleft, he is pleafed to acquaint 
us, that he has invented an Operation fome Years a- 
go upon this Mufcle, Uvea or Iris, that is, on the 
total Clofure of the Pupil (from that Caufe.) And 
this Jingular Operation he has not only been at great 
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pains moft accurately to defcribe in the Philofo- 
phical Tranfaftions, to that learned Society , whofe 
Prefident is fo great a Judge of thefe Matters of the 
Eye, &c. but he has, likewife, moft accurately and 
moft obligingly defcribed it, a fecond time to us, 
in his Appendix to his Book •, in all appearance, 
indeed, a complete Coup de Mai t re, the true Touch- 
Stone of delicate Operations, not much inferiour to 
that of the Drum of the Ear, particularly in the in- 
flammatory Cafes fpoken of 

But, methinks, on his fo obligingly acquainting 
us with the Difcovery of this fo very ingenious O- 
peration, it had not been amifs, I fhould imagine, 
that he had at lead alfo informed us fomewhat more 
particularly of the Nature of thefe Parts, and when 
in their preternatural State ? More efpecially when 
moft neceflary to perform this excellent Operation? 
Well, but then, in anfwer to this, he is fo good as 
to inform us of all this, (as he fuppofes:) His 
Words are 5 * 44 Three Figures of Eyes to ex- 
44 plain an Operation, which I invented fome 
44 Years ago, and printed a fhort Account of in 
44 the Philof. Tranf. and have often praftifed with 
44 Succefs. The Diftemper for which this Operation 
44 is perform'd, is either a total Clofure of the Pu- 
44 pil, which is fometimes natural, and fometimes 
44 happens from Inflammations ; or elfe when the 
44 Pupil is extremely contrafted, and the inner 
44 Edges of the Iris growing to a Cataraft, or part 
44 of a Cataraft after couching. The manner of 
44 doing this Operation is thus; the Eye-lid being 
44 firmly held open by an Inftrument, a fmall 
44 Knife or Needle, edged on one fide, is thruft 
44 through the Tunica Sclerotis, as in the lower 
44 Figure •, and then forwards thro* the Iris, the 
44 Edge being turned to the Iris 5 in drawing of 

* Table III. in his Appendix, page 19. 

G 3 . " it 



Digitized by LiOOQ LC 



$6 Remarks OnMr.Che&lderis Obfervat. &c. 

* c it out, a Slit is cut, as in the two upper Figures. 
** When this Diftemper is without a CataraSl, it is 
" beft to make the Operation in the middle, as in 
*' the upper one ; but if there is a Cataratt, or 
" part of a Cataraft, then to make it higher, that 
«' the CataraR may not obftrud: the Light. Thefe 
*< Cataratls are generally very fmall, and fome- 
" times by reafon of their Adhefion not to be re- 
/* moved. The Aperture in the middle Eye, was 
* c made lower than the center of the Cornea, there 
iC .being an Albugo on the upper Part of it, which 
M made it unfit to perform the Operation in that part/' 
Now that be has often pratttfed (this Operation) 
with Succefs, is what we fhall more fully treat of 
hereafter. The Diflemper, fays he, for which this 
Operation is performed, is either a total Clofure of the 
Pupil, which is fomeiimes natural, and fometimes 
happens from Inflammation. The firft, methinks, of 
the total Clofure of the Pupil, appears to me to be 
a very unnatural State ; and very rarely, if ever, 
fit for any fuch Operation ; and as to the other 
kind, which, fometimes, quoth he, happens from 
Inflammation, there this notable Operation fee^ns to 
me to be full as unneceffary and improper-, fince either 
the Inflammation will, with time, of itfelf, or by 
proper Methods, go off, or it will not, by that, 
or by any other Means. And is it then the beft 
Practice, or was it ever hitherto pradtifed, to fe- 
parate or to cut aMufcle (or Sphinfter) to pieces, fo 
to render it ufelefs, -by way of the beft Cure for an 
Inflammation thereof ? Is not the Contraction of the 
Pupil (or the Expanfion of this Mufcle or Iris) ab- 
folutely neceflary for the Prefefvation of our Sight? 
that is, by fuch Contraftion, to defend the moft 
delicate Parts of this tender Organ from too great a 
number of Rays falling on them, when the Light is 
tooftrong? Which being true, beyond all Contra- 
didtion, this fo very neceffary Defence then, being 

ab- 
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abfolutely wanting, I conceive that on making 
fuch an artificial Pupil as propofed by this ingeni- 
ous Operator, the Patient would by fuch means, 
from the want of fuch proper, natural, and abfo- 
lutely neceffary Defence, in fome /pace 0/ time, be- 
come as much blind (if not more effe&ually fo) 
than if no fuch Aperture had ever been made. 
Moreover, *tis certain, that Inflammations are 
readily carried off either by Art or Nature, and the 
Patient then again recovers his Sight as be/ore ; 
whereas, by this Operation, he never can, from 
the Deftruffion or Transfiguration of the Parts, &c. 
befides Blood following fuch Operation and mixing 
with the aqueous Humour, &c. 

*Tis true, indeed (until lately) accidentally peep- 
ing into this Author's Supplement, I altogether imar 
gin'd, that the Operation of making of new Pupils 
had been thcOperation and/ole Invention pretended 
to only by that clamorous, noi/y Itinerant Taylor ; 
but on my examining that dexterous Operator's new 
Pupil, which he fo much inclined to value him- 
felf upon, I found it only to be, the having cut one 
half of the Uvea, or Iris through (with his Needle) 
by meer Accident or Blunder, on his performing 
the Operation for the Cataraft, which the Patient 
alfo labour'd under: And which I have likewife 
obferv'd, as an Accident, having happen'd to my- 
felf (vid. my Ophthalmographia) on my firft per- 
forming that Operation, However, this of Taylor's 
was no other than a meer Pretence, (of a Novelty) 
a downright Bamboozle, the better to cover his 
Fault, or Blunder. Whereas this, indeed, of the 
more truely fin cere Mr. Che/el den, is a real artifi- 
cial new Pupil without Fraud or Guile, intirely of 
his own Invention •, and for which *tis pity but that 
he had a particular Patent granted him from the 
Crown -, or an exprefs All of Parliament for the 
piaking of new Pupils, to all his Friends (when 

Q 4 theyVc 



Digitized by LiOOQ LC 



88 Remarks on Mr. Chefelden's Obfervat. See. 

they've Occafion) as well astoallothers who like it, 
Well, but then, our Author is alfo pleafed to tell 
us., That there is as yet another fort where this O- 
pcration is alio neceffary \ which is, fays he, when 
the Pupil is extreamly contracted and the inner Edges 
cf the Jris growing to a Cataraft, or part of a Qa- 
tar att, after couching. But then our candid Au- 
thor very wifely obfttves to us, that thefe Catarads 
pre generally very finally and fome times by reafon of 
their Adhcfjfion, not to be removed. Mighty well ; 
a very hopeful Op-ration : Surely our Author dares 
to anjwcr for it, that it will prove fo \ to wit, the 
fnufcular Fibres of the Uvea or Iris, quite defective of 
all their Motion, and behind a Cataraft growing to 
thefe Fibres^ or to tbeinnerEdges of the Iris, and fome- 
titties by reafon of their Adhefion not to be removed. All 
very notable Symptoms to perform a very fuccefs- 
ftii Operation on ; more efpecially, when attended 
wkh an Albugo likewife on the Cornea. Well, be 
it fo then, and now without any further examining 
the Succefs of this Operation in particular, I flial'l 
then wave it ; but as I feern to have required a 
more full Account of our Author, concerning the 
Nature and State of thefe Parts, where fuch Ope- 
ration proves requifite, or fome Account of the 
Occafion and Caufe of fuch Maladie •, I fhall here, 
accordingly endeavour to fay fomething more full 
pn this Head. 

The Dilatation of the Pupil, which our Author 
fpeaks of, as a Sign of a bad Eye, is indeed a Symp- 
fom ? (m° re °H e £0 attending the GuttaSerena: And 
kerns to be a Deficiency of the Animal Spirits, the 
Succus Nervorum, or that of the neceffary Fluids, 
from their duly fupplying or fo properly pafling in- 
to this Part or fyhifde % the Uvea and Iris \ fo that 
the Fibres become Jhrunk ox florivel'd. In a word, 
there fee ms in fuch Cafe to be a Decay of the op- 
tick Nervc> or a Paralyfrs of thefe Parts. The total 
* Clofure 
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Clofure of the Pupils which is natural, fays he ; tho* 
very unnatural I fliould think ; yet this we will, I 
fay, confider under the fame Head as he has put it. 
This, no doubt, in fuch natural State, (as he is 
pleafed to term it) muft be a total Relaxation of the 
circular, as well as of the ftrpight Fibres of the £7- 
vea and Iris, and fuch a preternatural Extenfion, 
at the fame time void of all manner of Contraction 
or Motion \ muft likewife be a nervous Affeftion 
or Obftruttion, (tho* poflibly, the other Fluids may 
not yet be fo totally obftrufted ;) in which cafe, as 
well as in the former, we fhall readily find the Op- 
tick Nerve, or the Sight to be affected \ and con- 
fequently this Operation will be of little or no Ufe 
to the Patient. Add to this, that I believe it will 
generally be found, that there is yet further, or 
fome other Maladie attending thefe Parts, as well 
as that rhe Aqueous Humour will be found to prove 
turbid on this Occajion. But in fpite of all this or 
any other fuch little Obfervations, or trifling Dif- 
ficulties, our Author can ftill go boldly on to per- 
form his tefuccefsful Operation -, thus making his 
notable Slit, or new Pupil, which, tho* not per- 
forming the Office of contrasting or dilating (as 
natural Pupils do) yet the Patient, as we are in- 
form'd, will neverthelefs fee very well-, fuch Con- 
traEtion or Dilatation,(a.ccording to our prefent Au- 
thor) being, it would feem, with him, a meer 
matter of Moon-fhine,< of little or no confequence or 
ufe : But "I doubt not, this fo fuccefsful Operator 
will be ready enough to obferve, That talking, or 
reafpning, is of fmall Importance, when he h&sfo 
often praftis'd the fame with Succefs. Very well, 
Practice in Fails, are, no doubt, far beyond all 
other Ratiocinations. Let us now then examine 
a little into the real State, Nature, Truth, and 
Multiplicity of the Fails on this Occafion. -In or- 
cler thereto then, I judged it the beft Method! to 

en- 
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enquire of Mr. Cbefelden himfelf, where the Gene- 
rality, or feveral of fuch People were to be feen 
or heard of, on whom he had fo often praftis'd this 
Operation with Succefs ? I accordingly made him 

a Vifit at his Houfe in Chelfea^ Mr. >— 

of the Hofpital being prefent (over a Difh of Tea.) 
But upon my Enquiry into the fe Particulars he ac- 
quainted me, that he could not pretend to inform 
me where feveral of fuch People were, or what 
might be become of them,but that he could bring me 
many People to teftify the Truth of what he had fo 
fuccefs fully performed en that Head. In anfwer to 
this, / thanked him \ but at the fame time told him, 
That I always made choice of feeing or examining 
fuch Patients my felf. Upon which he faid, That 
be could not name any more than one Perfon^ a Wo- 
man who liv'd at Deptford. Some Days thereaf- 
ter, I accordingly enquired oijt this Perfon there, 
(fince married to a Mufician, whofe Name, as I 
was inform'd, is Crome.) Upon Examination, I 
found fhe was about fifteen Years of Age when 
the Operation was perform'd, being now about 
ten Years fince that time. She alfo inform'd me, 
that it had come with the Small-Pox, when about 
two or three Years old ; one Eye being entirely 
perifh'd by that Maladie^ whilft the other remain- 
ed in fuch a very bad way, as that there was 
but little Hopes from fuch as then faw it, for the 
Recovery thereof : So that there remains no Pro- 
bability to me, of its having had a Cataraff, as 
Mr. Chefelden with others before him fiippofe,or 
aflert •, which (fays he) he knew not till -f* open'd. 
From the manner, I fay, of this Maladie com- 
ing fuddenly on with the Small-Pox, together 
with the Jhutting up of the Pupil y &c. it would 
therefore rather appear to me, to have been this 
Maladie of the Small-Pox, ftrongly attending 
sfr Or which way then know it if quite clofed ? 

theft 



Digitized by LiOOQ IC 



in relation U the Eye, in his Anatomy. 9 1 

thefe Parts, throwing it felf on the Uvea and 
Iris, inflaming them, and leaving the Pupil thus 
closed or quite Jbut up, (an extraordinary Cafe which 
but feldom happens) and which Mr. Cbefeldfn 
thought proper to attempt, without much hopes 
of Succefs, as fhe inform'd me ; for being then 
blind, there could be no great Risk in fuch Ope- 
ration by which means fhe can now fee, tho' 
with fome conftderable Difficulty, and can fome- 
what doubtfully make a fhift to difiinguifh a Key 
of about four Inches in length. Her Sight, how- 
ever, now, as lhe acquainted me, being confider- 
ably mended fince the Operation, which I told her, 
I thought fhe might in fome meafure be obliged 
and indebted tQ her Husband for, having had fe- 
veral Children or Mifcarriages fince that time, 
the Humours in general, thus tending more down- 
wards, together with her Increafe of Strength by 
Age, &c. Ay, but, faid fhe, my Husband would 
fearce have married me, had not this Operation been 
performed. That is indeed another Story, which 
we will not pretend to determine : But as to the 
Nature and State of this Maladie on performing of 
the Operation, as well as how it is fince that time, 
it would appear to me to ftand thus : The Pupil 
being^Zw/, in the manner I have before mention'd, 
(as an extraordinary Cafe rarely happening) there 
could be little risk in opening it; yet why it fhould 
not rather (in this Cafe) have been open'd in the 
very middle of the Iris, fo the better to reprefent 
and do the Office of the Pupil, is what I cannot 
comprehend, fince it was there, fuch Aperture 
muft prove the moft: natural and the moft ufeful ; 
unlefs, as before hinted, he had fuppofed an ad- 
herent Cataraff behind, toward the middle or edge 
of the lower fide of the Pupil, which I muft free- 
ly own I do not fee the leafl room to imagine, 
fromthp Nature of this Maladie: nay, I may, I 

think, 
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think, very fafely venture to fay, that the Incifion 
appears to be full as low, t as the lowerraoft Part 
of the Pupil naturally comes; fo that the Adbefton 
of a Cataraff, or any part of one there •, (below this 
lower Edge of the Iris) could be no manner of 
Ohfiruttion to the Rays coming in, in their ufual 
manner (through the Middle of the Iris) whereas 
this Aperture 'here fpoken of,on the forefaid Patient, 
runs far beyond the ufual Breadth of the Pupil, 
not only on each fide thereof, but even upwards alfo, 
as high as the Operator could well go. So that the 
'Iris j (or where it was) on the upper fide, appears 
to be quite deftroy'd, the whole Aperture (now ferv- 
ing for the Pupil) being twice the Largenefs of 
the natural one, and is confeqaently twice as large 
as truly necejfary ; a very great prejudice on feveral 
accounts; particularly, that of not feeing Objects 
tolerably % if at all, at any great, or even at a mode- 
rate Diftance\ which is indeed this poor Female's 
Cafe. At which Time, whate'er Mr. Cbefelden 
mi^ht yet further judge neceffary to be done, than 
this of making fuch an Aperture for the free Ad- 
mittance of Light ; and that he ftill fuppos'd or 
imagin'd a Cataraff there ; or that he furmis'd 
fbmeching further was yet neceffary to be done, I 
know not; but it fcems plain, that after having 
performed the forefaid Operation he went to de- 
freffing, or beating down of the Cryftalline Humour ; 
which Body, or Humour, -if I miftake not ex- 
tremely (being I have feen it but once) I then 
fiw it, a tranfparent Body, lying down, behind 
the lowermoft part of the Uvea ; that is, betwixt' 
that, and the inferior Jide of the vitreous Hu- 
mour: yet whether any way changed. from its ufual 
and natural State ; or that of its common pellu- 
cid Tranfparency, (tho* to me it ftill appears tranf- 
parent as naturally) yet, whether, I fay, any way 
different in Colour, is what I cannot pretend to 

de- 
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determine : But it appears plain to me, that had there 
lefs been *f done, and particularly in regard to the 
Aperture made in the Iris ; which had it been 
made lefs (to the Largenefs of the Pupil only) it 
muft no doubt have been much more to the Ad- 
vantage of the Patient. * 

This then was the only Perfon that Mr. CbeftU 
den could give, or that he judged proper to in- 
form me of, in regard to this Operation, which he 
is pleafed tb inform us, was his Invention^ he has 
fo often prams* d with Sucafs. 'Tis true, that a 
like Cafe merition'd by him, accompanyM with an 
Albugo, of which I was likewife .informed by one 
of the fame Hofpital, that he faw this Operation 
very fuccefsfully perform'd by our Author ; but 
as that Gentleman who inform'd me hereof, a£ 
cribes the firft Pfopofal of the performing 

the 

+ I frankly own, I a little fufpect our prefent Operator to 
be full ready not to do lefs than neceiiary, probably fame 
times more. He twice in a few days attempted couching a 
Cataraft (before ripe) on a Servant to a Perfon of Diftin&ion. 
which brought on great Inflammation ; yet would have attemp- 
ted again : But I advifed her to forbear, which me did, and 
now lees tolerably ,which he hardly knows. 

* Since my feeing this Woman of Deptfird* I lately fpoke 
with Mr. Cbefelden, acquainting him, That I had feen his Pa- 
tient ; and that I obferved a tranfparent Body lying behind the 
lower Part of the Iris : He readily own'd it to be the Cryftalline 9 
as I judg'd it to be. Well, but faid I, I never faw a Catarad 
like that. To which he reply'd, they were of all Colours. 
Yes, faid f, but not quite tranfparent as that is. To which 
he made no Reply, but went away. This fufficiently confirms 
me in my forefaid Opinion, of there having been more done in 
this Operation than neceffary ; and it appears no manner of 
Queftion to me, that were that fame tranfparent Body or Cry- 
fialline in its proper Place, fhe would confequently fee much 
better than what (he does at prefent : And from hence I think 
it muft plainly appear, that it was no adherent Cataraff, or 
indeed a Cataraft of any kind,as at firft given out; bat in all pro- 
bability that alone which I have faid, and fuppofe it to have 
been, toivit, a growing together of the Edges of the Uvea, or 
a (hutting up of the Pupil, occafion'd by the Humour of the 
Small-Pox. 
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the Operation (on this Patient) to himfelf, fo I ami 
inclinable from this Reafon, to fufpend my Judg- 
ment or Opinion of this Cafe, until I fee the Pati- 
ent, of which there is no great Likelihood that I e- 
ver (hall. 

But it is very certain, that this fame Pra&itio- 
iter here mention'd, is fomewhat ready to advance 
that it is no way neceflary to fatisfy the reft of 
Mankind on any fuch-like Subjedts, provided that 
they the Practitioners concerned therein, be them- 
selves fatisfy* d. In anfwer to which I fh^Jl only 
fay, That I am extremely eafy on this head, as to 
my own Particular, at the fame time hoping, that 
the reft of Mankind are fo alfo ; and that they 
do not fo unluckily judge, think, or expeft, that 
there is ftill a little more due to them, (at leaft) 
from fuch their Servants^ eftablifh'd on thefe their 
Publick Foundations. 

As to thofe kind of Catarafts where the Pupil 
is extremely contrasted ; fuch (no doubt) are very 
frequent, tho* rarely couch'd with any tolerable 
Succefs •, on thefe likewife the Operator may be 
fomewhat apt to wound or cut the Iris, being' the 
former (in that Cafe) comes pretty near it, and 
confequently the Needle muft do the like in thef 
Operation. Thus Taylor cut the Uvea half thro*, 
upon fuch an Occafion, on a Chair-maker's Ser- 
vant in Paul's Church-yard, from the want of due 
Care, as has been obferved ; and this notable Blundef 
our modeft Operator would have pafs'd upon the 
unknowing World for a great Curiofity, to wit, * 
new Pupil: but I foon diicover'd the Deceit, and 
of which the like Accident I make particular men- 
tion as happening to my felf, (vid. my for- 
mer Treatife) proceeding from my want of due 
Care. 

In a word, as to the further Particulars of this 
Operation, fo newly invented by our Author % as he 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



I^^^wp' 



in relation to the Eye, in bis Anatomy. g$ 

is pleafed to acquaint us, Mr. Serjeant Amyarid told 
me, that he faw him attempt it twice, in Cufs 
Hofpital, which he very quickly perform'd, but 
without any, or the leaft Succefs. 

I ihould, in fhort, I very freely own, be well 
fatisfy'd to fee Mr. Chefclden perform this Operation 
with Succefs, before proper Teflimonies, in the in- 
flammatory Cafes, (efpecially) when the Pupil h 
quite clofed up, by means of fuch Inflammation; or, 
in a word, in any other Cafe, not ufed and per- 
form'd hitherto by others. A fmall or contra&ed 
Pupil, * with a CataraS, being fufficiently often 
praftifed, (as before hinted) tho\ as obferv'd alfo, 
rarely accompany'd with much Succefs, any more 
than thofe of his : Nay, and where the Iris has 
likewife been cut, whether by Blunder, or other- 
wife. Now, as to his Invention of the Knife, I am 
fully fatisfy'd, that the common couching double* 
edged or Jpear-pointed Needle, is much preferable* 
being it cuts on eachfide* and fo to be ufed as occq* 
fion requires. 

As to the young Gentleman mention'd by out 
Operator, which he informs us gave thofe Jingular 
Accounts of the Reprefentation of Objefts, after 
his being couched, they are much the fame with 
thofe of others, who have had the misfortune of 
being born blind, or v try young when the CataraEi 
firft came on, and fo thereafter have been couch'd. 
Now, as to this Gentleman's feeing, I am forry 
to fay for his fake, that it is ftill tyut very imper- 
feB, and far from being able to read or writf 
therewith ; which, fays our Author, he thought on- 
ly worth the undergoing an Operation for : It feems 
even to be with confiderable difficulty he can 
guide himfelf along without fome Afiiftance ; and 
I am apt to believe, that he ftill knows Pufs (whom 
our Author mentions) much better by his feeling 
than he does by bis feeing. But here it may not be 
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aniifs I obferve, that fix Months after the Opera- 
tion on the laft Eye, an Accident happened to this 
Patient, (as I am credibly inform'd by the Parent,) 
which Mr. Cbefelden was no way able to account 
for, or any how to inform them, what the nature 
of fuch Ailment fhould be : The Youth faid, that 
he felt fomething in his Eye, which feemed to 
him to give a Crack. The Globe of the Eye was 
much inflamed, and accompany'd with great Pain, 
a fort of Cloud appear'd forward, or on the out- 
fide of the Pupil and Iris ; the Aqueous Humour 
at the fame time being very turbid, accompany'd 
with a great Flux of a watery Humour \ probably 
from the Lachrymal Gland. This Accident orMa- 
ladie which Mr. Chefelden feem'd quite at alofs to 
account for, appears plainly, (in my Opinion) to 
have been an Abfcefs, or a total Suppuration, or pu-> 
. rulence of the Cryftalline Humour, which poffibly 
it might even incline, or tend to, before couch'd. 
The Crack which he feem'd fo fenfible of, might 
probably be on its breaking ; the whole thereof 
might in all likelihood alfo pafs through the Pu- 
pil, fo as to appear like a Cloud, thus term'd by 
fuch as infpedted it -, and in this manner likewife 
rendering the aqueous Humour in general turbid 5 
which however in a few days thereafter became 
clear, the faid Humour fettling to the bottom ; 
and the Patient, his Eye, and Sight* remaining 
much as before this happened. 

But now, whilft I am yet treating of Opera- 
tions, it may not beamifs I endeavour to fet Man* 
kind a little right, as to their vulgar Notions on 
this Head; which is, that of a fine Hand, a cle* 
*uer Operator, &c. whilft at the fame time they 
are ready enough to admit, that he has no Head<> 
fcfa This then makes me call to mind, that 
noify, and fo very notable Operator Taylor, who 
many have been pleafed to call 7* extraordinary 5 
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and to admire him for his being fo very handy, 
clever ', &c. Nay, I clnnot even here pafs by the 
mentioning my old Acquaintance Mr. Serjeant 
Amyand, who has even told me as well as others, 
that he muft ftill do that Juftice to this Operator^ 
(however defective other wife) muck to commend 
him for fuch his Adroitnefs, &c. and particularly^ 
(continues he) in the fo fteady manner of opera- 
ting, as by that of refting his Elbow, &c. Mr. 
Serjeant fhbuld, no doubt, be allow'd to be a 
Judge of Operatibns in general •, yet in this Par- 
ticular I muft freely own, I can hardly allow him 
to befo ; or that he has not fo duly confider'd it. 
In the firft place then, as to the fretting of his Eh 
bow, in the Operation of the Catarafi, I am fully 
convinced that it is ^uite wrong, being of opinion* 
that the faid Elbow ought to be entirely fret, and 
at full Liberty y whether it be for the advantage of 
occafionally retiring or turning it, Whether oblique- 
ly, ftdeways, upwards or downwards^ forwards oi? 
backwards. Nay, I cannot imagine, but that were 
it neceflary, or any better to reft in fuch manner 
in this way ; but that it would alfo, methinks* 
be full as proper, and requifite, in bleeding or in 
moft, or any of the leffer Operations of Surgery -, a 
PradUce contrary to all Experience, as well as a- 
gainft the common Opinion (hitherto) of all the 
moft noted Operators. The next thing to be ob- 
ferved, Of this fame Showy Braggadocio Operator ± 
is, that in ofder to couch, he firft makes Incifion 
with his Lancet, before he introduces his Needle^ 
(alfo much commended by fome, who would wil- 
lingly pafs for knowing fomething of the matter) 
tho* a Pradtice ftill rilof e JtUpid than the former ; 
fmce by making the Orifice lirger than the Needle, 
(befides this latter Inftrument very readily lacera- 
ting, or doubly cutting the Parts in entering that 
Orifice) on prefling the Globe of the Eye in 
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the Operation (for the keeping it more ifceady) the 
iqueous Humour will thus very prohabiy more ea- 
f;ly, and readily, be moft of n fqueized &U\ and 
yet more particularly by the life of the Speculum 
cculi, likewise full as improperly practisM by him, 
becaufe it preffes ftill more than the Fingers. Thus, 
cry they, he moft dexteroufy and fedaiely, without 
the leafi Concern , turns the Backfide cf am Eye for- 
ward) or nicely /crews out, the Crjftallinc Humour 
with a golden Screw, &c. whilft fuch notable gaping 
Scioli are gravely looking on, faring and admiring 
the Dexterity of his Hand ; whilft he is very can- 
didly valuing himfelf on the vaft numbers cfEyes 
that he has put out, or the Crowds of People that 
he has blinded. The wife By-ftanders at the fame 
time, being aftonifli'd with Wonder, cry out, yes, 
furely, he muft be very greatly knowing on that 
accoint ; tho% were I to cboofe, I fliould much 
fooTier advife any one to go to the good Woman 
of New-ftreet, far lefs liable to play fuch auda- 
cious Pranks. 

But what I muft here obferve, in relation tothe 
Dexterity of Operators , (fo very much and princi- 
pally minded by the Unskilful) it is not fo much 
then the Quicknefs, or feeming great Dexterity 
of the Hands of an Operator (ferving to hoodwink 
the By-ftanders^ that is in reality fo much requi- 
red, as it is that of the true Sagacity and Judgment 
cf the Head, which is fo very abfolutely neceffary. 
It is that is the principal in this, as well as in moft 
other Affairs of any confequence ; and he who has 
that, the Hands will follow fuch Directions with 
Safety : And without this the beft Hands will 
commit infinite Blunders daily. The Devil himfelf 
may depend upon an Operator (for me) who only 
has good Hands, and who has no good Head alfo ; 
«Sr, atleaft, a good Head prefent with them, ready 
to afliftand zdvite fucb Hands with proper Cautions^ 
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or judicious Dire£lions, if fo to be advifed, or to 
take Dire&ion, not being accompanied with art 
objtinate vain Head, &c. He who has a fufficient 
Sagacity, a judicious Head, will rarely under- 
take what he knows he is not duly inftru&ed in* 
Neither is it greatly material* whether it be fo 
very neatly, quickly or dtxtewjly performed, fo 
It be done with Judgment and Safety (tho* even 
that it might have been better perfonr.'d) yet if no 
very grofs Slips or Blunders^ ftill that lame Sagaci- 
ty and Judgment here fpoken of, will make a- 
mends for the Whole, in the Cure. Whereas 
from the Deficiency of this* even tho* at firft bet- 
ter performed, the Patient often, fooner or later* 
perifhes; and thus I have known fomeof the bed 
Surgeons, with us, very unhandy in the Operations* 
as Bernard, &c. It is but too common for the 
moft forward People, with none of the beft 
Heads, to be the moft enterprizing and ready in 
performing of Operations ; undertaking, and head- 
long running through both thick and thin, with- 
out the leaft Reafon, Fear, Wit or Judg- 
ment. Thus fometimes bit, ffcmetimes mifs, Luck 
is all. 

Now, if after what has been advanced, it be as 
yet alledged, that whatfoever Faults I majr pre- 
tend to have found in relation to our prefent Au- 
thor, here mentioned, Mr. Cbefelden his Knowledge* 
or the operative Part with regard to the Eyes ; 
yet that I cannot certainly, with the leaft good 
Ground, have any other Remarks to make, than 
that of the higheft Succefs, in the Operation of Li- 
thotomy, which is fo univerfally agreed to. 

This indeed feems to be altogether out of oof 
prefent Purpofe and Defign r tho', methinksf, it 
taay even as properly come in here* as that which 
he has introduced concerning the Eye, into his A- 
natomy 5 and poffibly, I might even be able to fay 
H 2 full 
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full as much on that Head, and with as much 
Reafon too, having feen and apply'd as much e- 
ven to that Part alfo, as any whatfoever, who have 
not made it their real and conftant Pradtice apd 
Bufinefs of operating ; and this too with moft of 
the firft Matters in Europe, in that way : Nay, I 
have even my felf, formerly, gone fome lengths 
therein with Reputation. But on a more ferious 
Refleftion, That fome mull ft ill die, or in fhort, 
be kilPd by this Operation, even with the moft fuc- 
cefsful Operator, I freely own this made me more 
ready to decline the going on with any fuch 
Practice ; more efpecially, as I not long thereafter 
laid entirely afide the further Pra&ice of Chirurgery, 
or of any Operations whatfoever, thus to think of no- 
thing more than the Medical Part. As to Mr. Che- 
felden'svaii Succefs in this way ; fuch as that of cut- 
ting thirty, of which only one is faid to have died, 
I need but remark on this Head, That had he or 
thofeofthe Hofpital, thought proper to give us, 
Day or "Time, and Place of Abode, that fuch thirty 
were cut, and none dead during that time, it would 
have been a more full .Satisfaftion to fuch as in- 
clin'd to examine, and to be more thoroughly fatif- 
fied of the Veracity of fuch AJfertion. May 1728, 
fays our Author, Four cut in the Prefence of Mon- 
fieur Morand, one of which named Money died ; the 
Names of the other three, continues our Author, 2* 
have forgot. Very good indeed! Well, fay the 
Friends of our Operator, this is furely altogether 
like himfelf, in his own carelefs Way. Mighty 
well again ! However, without examining quite fo 
clofely in this, as in the Eyes, I am ready to be- 
lieve him fuccefsful herein ; yet I mull beg leave 
tofyfpend my Judgment as to Number, which as 
averr'd by hiqp, far exceeds that pretended to by 
the fo celebrated Colegiani of Florence, whom I 
have often feen Co operate, with great Succefs, and 
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whom I Jhould have preferred for a Head and 
Hands, with his fingular Humanity and Candor ', 
before any other I have yet feen or known in 
France, Holland, or any where elfe. Such Ac- 
count alfo far exceeds that of Paris, commonly 
computed at one in fibe. Ought not Mankind 
then to be well and fully fatisfy'd in fuch an ex- 
traordinary Faft ? However, if we are entirely to 
rely on their own Teftimony, or thofe of their 
Friends only, as they feem moft inclinable we 
fhould ; why oyght we not as well then to give 
full Credit likewife to the Teftimony of Mbinus y 
that eminent Profeffor, in relation to the very ex- 
traordinary Succefs of my Inftruttor, the fo great- 
ly famous Profeflbr, Row, or Ravius? whofe 
Method Mr. Chefelden owns principally to follow. 
If then we credit this faid Teftimony, (which pro- 
bably ought to be efteemed, at leaft equal, to 
thofe given by our prefent Operator,) the Succefs 
pf this able Lithotomift was vaftly fuperiour to that 
of Mr. Chefelden, not exceeding two or three who 
died of a great many Hundreds who were cut by 
him ; which, if fo, or any way fuperiour to the 
Number pretended to by Mr. Chefelden, methinks 
he then fhould accordingly entirely rather follow 
the Method of the laid Profeffor, than any way to 
vary from it, as alledged by him. For my own 
part I muft, as hinted, beg leave to fufpend, at 
leaft, my Judgment on this Particular, either as 
to one or t'other. However, it appears in the 
mean time obfervable, that thofe' mentioned by 
Mr. Chefelden, in his Book, as fuccefsfully cut, 
are in general Children, which will, no doubt, fuc~ 
ceed the befi. 

I would willingly flatter my felf, that there is 
not fuch frequent Occafion for this violent Opera- 
tion, as Mankind do commonly imagine. I free- 
ly owp, and, I think, I have fprpe good Rcafon 
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to be of Opinion (that if not effectually to be cured 
without cutting) they may in general be made * fo 
eajy, as not to be under a Neceflity of being cut, 
from the Violence of Pain : Particularly, if, I fay, 
they are any way governable, fo to abftain or take 
what is neceffary. As to fuch who cannot fo con- 
form, they are at full liberty to go on in the fore- 
said Method of being cut. However, I muft like- 
wife agrees, that in the cafe of Children it feems to 
be as yet fomewhat more requifite, becaufe it is 
more difficult to confine and regulate Children^ or 
young People, in their manner of living j and thus 
if not in fuch way eafily to be relieved, it feems too 
tedious, and fevere a Method to be followed by 
fuch, during Life. .Befides, as obferv'd above, 
Youth being on their fide, do confequently moft 
commonly fucceed much better in the Operation. 
To this then I wpuld beg yet leave to add, as to this 
Operation in general, without applying it to any 
in particular, that fhould I, by meer Accident, 
find (without the Trouble of Enquiry after the com- 
mon Succefs of an Operator) that the firft two I 
have fo known, died of the fa id Operation \ and 
that no one elfe had fo happen'd in my Way, or 
Knowledge, of the Succefsful gender ; in fuch Cafe, 
I conceive, it cannot well be thought extraordinary 
if I fhould at leaft fufpend my Judgement, until 
I am by Accident, or otherwife, confirm'd of the 
great or extraordinary Succefs of any fuch. 

But now I may here, perhaps, appear to have 
advanced more than what feems to be abfolutely 
neceffary \ tho* at worft (what we h&ve faid of the 
Stone) methinks, it ought but to pafs with oijr 

* Or «rcn without undergoing fuch a naufeous Method, or 
the taking fuch a lead of fultcme Stuff, as that of Mrs. Stpvcm's ; 
which, however, when properly usM or adminifterM does good ; 
whereas improperly us'd (or improper Patients) it does hurt, not 
diflinguifhable by her. 
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Author, as an Equivalent for his on the Eyes. 
Tho* I, in reality, rather intend it to the Publicity 
thus to (hew that all things are not always accord- 
ing to the common Reprefentations, and ufual re- 
ceived Opinions of the World, whether by dint of 
Friends, or otherwife. However, I rnuft at the 
fame time affure my old Acquaintance, our pre- 
fent Author, that whatever length he may imagine 
I have gone in this, I muft likewife here af- 
fure him, that I could dill have gone a good way 
further, had I inclined it ; and even tho* poflibly 
I might have fome Reafon fo to do, from his man- 
ner of expreffing himfelf ; fuch as that be would as 
willingly be writ againft (by any one) as not. I 
cannot well fay how favourable this ought to be 
interpreted, whether he may mean, That he would 
as willingly thus be taken notice of, by fuch efpeci- 
ally who may have acquired any Reputation in the 
like way •, which might accordingly be of fome 
fervice to him. If fo, I am fatisfy'd. Since I free- 
ly own, I have the Vanity to believe, that my Re- 
putation in the World (is at leaft in this way of the 
Eyes) full as good as his is. But if he would be 
underftood in any other Senfe, then it is no way 
lefs proper what has been here faid. He indeed* 
obferves, juftly enough, that an Author either writes 
what is Truth, or be does not. And fo, fays he, it 
willjland or fall accordingly. And thus confequent- 
ly, we ought to be the lefs troubled thereat. Mighty 
well, and greatly true. Yet I am ftill a little ready 
to believe, that he, as feldom as his Neighbours, 
is much fond of having all Truths (that relate to 
him) freely told or laid open. However, I am en- 
tirely willing, and fincerely defirous, that thefe 
Thoughts fhould ftand or fall according to that 
Truth there is found to be in them. Neither would 
I have our Author vainly to imagine, that I thought 
it worth the while to write againft him or his No- 
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tions in particular, but that I have mention'd him 
with the others hinted at, for the Reafons already 
fpoken of; that is, principally to defend tnyfelf in 
fuch Parts, where it may be judged, he, or they, 
may any way oppofe my for ef aid Opinions \ or 
feemingly to clafh with fuch Thoughts there laid 
clown. Well but then, he is, in the next place, 
pleafed frankly to tell me, that if J write againft 
him he will not anfwer it: Fouaded poflibly on 
the forcfaid Maxim, of being either true or falfe, 
and confcquently not neceffary to be reply\d to. 
^Extremely well then : I am fully fatisfy'd, and I 
jiope the World will be fo alfo. Replication ox no 
Replication, will be equally eafy to me ; fince \ 
write not for his fake, (unlefs he inclines to pro- 
fit thereby) but for the fake of Mankind in gene- 
ra! , who are accordingly welcome to receive \u 
or to make what ufe thereof they fhall judge moft 
proper. However, this I will alfo at the fame 
time affure him, in anfwer to his not replying? That 
Ilikewifepromilehim* {hould he alter his Opinion 
in that, Iintenld not to trouble him or the World 
with an Anfwer thereto, unlefs he fhould write 
very much to the purpoife, which I am in no man- 
ner of pain about •, and moft probably he does beft 
to judge as he does. 

But now, whatever Faults I may have fQijnd with 
our" faid Author Mr. Chefelden? \ would not there- 
fore have fuch who have not appearM in print ; or 
in fome fuch-like way, at leaft (fpme how at- 
tempted publickly to inftrudt the World) vainly to 
thinks fuggeft, or imagine? that fuch Errors found 
in him, do confequently add to their own Merit. 
No, no, that is by no means to be allow'd, fince 
had they fo appeared in print, who knows but that 
it might ftill have proved worfe ? Let fuch firft 
fairly enter the Lifts (fo to ftand the common Cri- 
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ticifm of Mankind) without which I cannot ima- 
gine they have any greater Reafon to value them- 
jfelves, &c. Nay, I will yet go further, which is, 
that for all what I have here advanced in relation 
to Mr. Cbefelden, I know not whether as an Opera- 
tor, efpecially in that fpoken of, he may not be 
as good as any I know. And were he, as before 
hinted, properly aflifted with the Judgment and 
Advice of a folid and fagacious Head, well know*- 
ing in thefe Affairs, I think there is no room to 
doubt of its being a very confiderable Advantage 
to him, as well as to thofe he might have to do with. 
It will then be obfervable from what has been 
Jiere faid, the great Improvements which have been 
made by this worthy Perfon, even tho* molt part 
of his Life Cbirurgeon of fa very noted an HofpitaL 
As to the Affair of the, Eyes, others (not of Hofpi- 
tals) have generally been the moft noted this way. 
Neither would J vainly or pofitively pretend to ad- 
vance, that the Publication of my former fmall 
Treatife of the Eye was of any advantage to him ; 
but I hope it was no difadvantage. I fhall alfo ob- 
ferve, that thofe even the moft noted for the Ope- 
ration of the Stone, have not always been of or be- 
longing to Hofpitals, fuch as the famed Profejfor 
Row, nor was Cyprianus ever fo that I know. It 
is indeed readily the moft forward and buftling 
Genius's who have attended or feen fomewhat of 
fuch Operations, who generally prove to be the 
Pufhers at the common Operations in this way, 
whether they be of Hofpitals or otherwife. 

Now, howfoever hard I may appear to have 
bore on our prefent Author*, yet were I to find fault 
from any particular Humour, I fhould have ex- 
prefs'd myfelf, as well as to have carried my Re- 
marks a good way further; but if I could of him, 
fo certainly 1 might likewife of many others, even 
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of Hofpitals. Since it is, in fhort, Judgment, and 
a great Sagacity, which is the principal Knowledge 
to prevent ftich from committing of very. great 
Blunders ; whether they are belonging to an Hojpi- 
tal or in a more private way. For Example ; fhould 
any young Woman happen to be troubled with 
fome Pain, accompanied with a flow Tumour in 
pne of her Breafts (more or lefs at different times) 
as I have frequently obferv'd, and which I have 
often judged and found rather to be Rheumatic •, or 
from common QbftruHions of the Menftrua, th^n 
from any other Caufe : Now fhould any of the 
Profeffion, I fay, whether even a Country Sur- 
geon, or fome one or t'other, ftill more in a 
publick way, (fuppofing fuch Ailment to be what 
you pleafe :) in fhort, firjt falivate . fuch Perfon 
tor it, in order to cure it \ and when difappoint- 
ed in fuch a ProjeSt, next go on to cut out 
fuch Tumour, to wit, a great part of the Breaji, 
("under the Notion of bring of a cancerous Nature, 
&c. tho' without the leaft juft Ground, as appears, 
&c.) when foon after the Cure or rather the healing 
up of the Breaji, the like Humour or Pain fhould 
thus fhift, and occafionally to attend her Stomach, 
in like manner as it before had done her Breaji ; 
What could reafonably be judgM of fuch a wild, 
injudicious Proceedure, but that the meaneft Country 
Surgeon could fcarce be capable of doing the like ; 
far lefs feveral, &c. And having thus at laft 
fhrewdly got rid of it, fo finally leave it, and is 
thus turn'd over to the Doftar to manage it. 

Neither ought any fuch, methinks, to be over- 
forward, in like manner, in cutting of Lips, &c. 
from Sufpicions of their being cancerous, (moree- 
fpecially, if forewarn'd not to do it,) fince, if not 
cancerous, it is to be cured without cutting-, and if 
cancerous, it will be mads worfe by fo doing. 
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I am very fenfible, it will readily enough be ad- 
vanced, that were we ro fcrutinize very narrowly in- 
to the Pradice of any particular, there would be 
no want of a fufficient Field ; which is, no doubt, 
moft certainly true. But then, methinks, fhould 
any fuch Blunders be committed in Hojpitals, there 
is not any fuch room for the like Pretence. For 
without fuppofing any fuch Practitioners ought to 
be better than others (according to the common 
Opinion ; which, no doubt, they fhould be,) yet 
as they have the particular Advantage (and no 
doubt do) of confulting one another, not only as 
Surgeons, (of which there are feveral in all great 
Hofpitals; but even alfo the Phyficians ; So that 
fhould fuch be guilty of any grofs Blunders, it is 
furely far lefs excufable than in that of any private 
Practitioner i who rarely has any fuch Conveniency 
in the generality of bis Practice. 

Now, fhould there then, in like manner, happen 
fuch a Cafe, as that Phyficians as well as Surgeons 
are divided in their Opinions, whether a Cafe may 
be Jlrangurious, or principally a venereal Ailment ; 
•or whether there may be an Ulcer in the Bladder : 
and that one Perfon more forward and pretending 
than the reft, boldly afferts, That there is an Ab- 
Jcefs fomewhere in the adjacent Parts ; tho' without 
, any the leaft Appearance or Symptom on the out-fide,, 
or by Tafias, &c. only becaufe fome little yellowijh 
glary Size is voided with the Urine, after lying, du-? 
ring the Night there, and no otherwife. And in 
like manner likewife concludes, the whole to be 
a venereal Maladie, and curable only by Salivation: 
Pretending fuch his Opinion to be confirm'd, be* 
caufe of a Tumefaction in the Scrotum (without any 
other Symptom) which laft is accounted for from 
tht Jlrangurious Ailment, or Humour being hurried 
down there, by forty Miles violent riding in one 
day, fuch fumefaflion immediately following there- 
on. 
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on : And tho* the Patient might be otherwife fuf- 
ficiently gallant, yet there appeared not any the 
leaft Symptom from which it could be judg'd to be 
any way venereal. So that, in oppofition to this 
forward Praftitioner's Opinion, it was on the con- 
. tfary judgM to be altogether a Jlrangurious Cafe, 
accompany'd with fucn accidental Inflammation ; 
and that Salivation, confequently, could be no way 
neceffary, or any way contribute to the Cure ; e- 
ven had there been an Abfcefs, as alledgM by him ; 
tho* without the leaft juft Foundation thereof. 
Neverthelefs, 1 fay, from fuch a pofitive Per- 
feverance in his Opinion, together with the Ap- 
probation of others, alfo in the like publick Way, 
much accuftom'd toSalivation, ready enough to give 
Sandtion to fuch like Method with a Brother, as 
altogether harmlefs and innocent as the eating of 
Bread and Butter, were it for a cut Finger, &c. 
Thus the Patient then, having undergone accord- 
ingly* a thorough Salvation, of at leaft fix Weeks 
continuance •, he found as I had predicted, the 
Difficulty of making his Urine Jlill to remain^ that 
is, he in (hort thereafter, ftill found his Ail- 
ment to be much as before the Salivation. And 
fo very plain appear'd this whole Affair, that 
inftead of the forefaid /welling in the Scrotum be- 
ing carried off by fuch-like Method, that fome 
Weeks after wands, it came to a full Suppura- 
tion, and the purulent Matter contain'd therein, 
difcharged it felf by its Aperture there ; which I 
imagine, plainly enough proves, that this Saliva* 
tion not only rather tended to weaken or injure a 
tender Conftitution than any good it did ; but par- 
ticularly hindered and interrupted Nature from do- 
ing its proper Office : As well as that this, I think, 
with the, former, is fufficiently convincing \ that the 
-Maladie, for which he wasfalivated x was not venere- 
al s fince the faid Humours in the tuwefy*4 Scrotum 
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difcharg'd (after the Salivation) by the meer Effed: 
and Power of Nature , in fpight of all fuch artificial 
and crofs Endeavours thus ufed to prevent it. In 
fine, upon Confideration of the whole, the Sali- 
vation plainly appear' d to have done no manner 
of Service (if not fome Injury to the Fabrick) and 
that there was nothing venereal, feems to be more 
fully proved by no Salivation or venereal Courfe be- 
ing thereafter ufed, or any way judg'd neceffary y 
for his further Relief: The fame Maladie ftill re- 
maining (excepting that of the faid Tumour, dif- 
charg'd as before) being much in the fame State of 
Ailment, to wit, the like Difficulty of making 
Urine, withrthe continued voiding of glary Size, &c. 
even as at firft. 

From hence, I fay, any Perfon of Judgment, 
or Sagacity, may eafily imagine, how much they 
ought to value or rely on any fuch Practitioners^ 
for their Precognition, or Prognoftication, how fo- 
ever well adorn'd with Name or Title : And ftili 
yet more, efpecially, (when confider'd) after the 
having been fo battled and oppofed (as faid) in their 
own obftinate Affcrtion. 

'Thus then, fhould any one as noted in fu£h 
like way, be as fully aflurM, or foretold, of the 
abfolute Neceflity of the lopping off of a Member % 
(tofhun rifle) at the fame time, fpecifying the 
particular Place, where it behoved to be done ; yet 
/ fhould fuch Practitioner, notwithftanding fuch po- 
fitive Advice, make three different Loppings there* 
of, even in two or three Days betwixt each time, 
and laftly come to the y try forefaid Place, fofpeci- 
fy'd ; what can we think of fuch, for their Know- 
ledge, Judgment, or Sagacity ? 

Now, if any other fuch (tho* poflibly not in Be- 
ing at prefent) in the cutting for a Fijlula, fhould 
at the fame time, likewife cut into the Bladder, 
and fo during Life make a much wrfe Fijlula , with 

the 
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the Urine for ever after to pafs that way : What 
lhall or can any impartial Per/on then fay, or judge, 
of the Dexterity i Judgment, or Knowledge of fuch* 
either as to the Cutting or the Cure. 

And next, I fhould be glad to be inform'd, 
what confiderable Improvements there have of lite, 
or many Years, been made in any of our Hofpitals ? 
*Tis true, indeed, we are lately advertifed, That 
there is * a very ingenious Inftrument juft invented, 
for the cutting of the incompleat Fiftula in Ano. I 
fhall not chufe to dweir on the word incompleat* 
whether or where-ever fuch Fiftula may be, fince 
the incompleat one of the Anus, Will, no doubt, al- 
ways differ from the compleat one of the Nofe, &c^ 
But I fliould rejoice to underftand that Mankind 
find they make fpeedier Cures, on incompleat Fiftu- 
Ia*s, by the Ufe of this new Invention, than they 
did before : Albeit, I muft freely own, I fhould 
have thought we fliould ftill have been much mora 
obliged to this knowing Per/on, had he found us 
out fome Method for a Cure, without the Ufe 6f 
any Inftrument or any cutting at all ; which I alfd 
own, I am not of Opinion it is impracticable.. Nay* 
I have even good Reafon and Experience to believe 
it poflible, in the generality of Cafes •, and if fo, 
fuch Method, no doubt, ought firft fo to be at- 
tempted ; which if fuccefsful, would prevent any 
fuch /// Accidents happening by cutting, as before 
fpoken of. Neither do I imagine, that even in- 
ward Fiftulcts, not to be come at, by any Inftrument + 
are always incurable. But I /hall leave fpeaking 
further of this Affair at prefent, fince it would car- 
ry me too far, beyond my intended Purpofe. 

Mr. Tanner, Surgeon likewife of an Hofpital 
was. (in his Time) a mighty Pretender to fine In* 

* Mr. J. Freeh, F. R. S. fexrior Surgeon of St. Barthok* 

ventions 
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mentions of Inftruments, &c, tho' I muft as freely- 
own, I never could obferve any one of them worth 
the Notice. 

Now, although what we have here been faying, 
may more particularly appear to appertain to Sur- 
gery than to Pbyfick, fomewhat even of that kind 
is not poflibly the leaft applicable to the prefent 
Subjeft. However, this, I think, may at the fame 
time likewife be obferv'd, That Pbyjick^ and what 
is commonly underftood to be Surgery^ are, in ge- 
neral, fo very much blended together, and efpeci- 
ally, in the moft of thefe very Cafes we have be- 
fore mention'd, that it teems pretty hard to deter- 
mine, which is which ; or how the one is to be di- 
ftinguifti'd, fo as wholly and entirely to be feparated 
from the other. Neverthelefs, this, I think, may 
freely be faid, that it is the Bufinefs of a thoroughly 
knowing, and properly well-accomplijh'd Phyfician % 
not only juftly to underftand, or to comprehend, 
but to be able alfo to give proper Direttions^ what 
is moft fit to be done, on either Occafion diftin<3> 
ly, as well as when it is altogether a complicate 
Cafe y &c. 

As to the quoting of Cafes, generally agreed to 
belong to the Pbyftcians only y it would be endlefs : 
Befides that, in moft or many of fuch Cafes, asjR?- 
vers , Small- P ox 9 &c. it but rarely appears very 
-plain, whether they have in reality done good or 
hurt, I know not if I have not once heard or 
dreamed of fome mathematical Per/on, who made 
Calculations in the following manner : That Man- 
kind in general might be thirty times very ill, Jick, 
or ailing before they die once. That, but too com- 
monly, twenty-five times in thirty Nature may rea- 
dily get the better both of Phyfick anci Phyfician j 
and that the reft of the thirty times, it may be pret- 
ty hard to determine, whether he has done good or 
hurt. But we can die but once, as Moliere fays, 
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ilfaut morire en form , that is, according to Cuftonti 
Yet, is it not a, little furprizing, to fee how thd 
Force, and Power of Cuftom has inverted the Na- 
ture and very EJfence of Things ? Might not a Man 
be reafonably and firangely amazed, to fee, inftead 
of fome venerable, grave, fage-like Hippocrates, to 
be at the head of an Hofpital ; there to prefide^ take 
care, to over-fee, regulate, order, and direSt the 
deplorable Cafes of the dijireffed Sick and ailing Part 
of Mankind \ perhaps, in lieu of fuch Perfon, I 
fay, to find fome unexperienced, fleering, or gig- 
, gling kind of young i boyijh Fellow, conltituted of 
chofen there to aft this fofage, grave, and venerdbU 
Tart ? And ^this meerly, becaufe* truly, he may 
a few Years have read a little of the Formality of 
Pbyfick ; or, perhaps, is alfo learned enough td 
put an idle Syllogifm in form, and fo gets a Diploma^ 
or Certificate, from the Profeflbrs of fome Univer- 
Jity (who pofiibly themfelves, never faw, or knew, 
what an Hofpital is) that this worthy Perfon, they 
thus recommended is proper, fit, and perfe&ly ca- 
pable, for fuch, or the like Charge, as that of the 
due Care or Cure of Mankind in general, in what-* 
foever Degree or Senfe you pleafe. And fa by this 
kind of idle Cuftom (feemingly indeed, a meer Banter 
or a Burlefque on fuch Affairs) that thus by the 
Dint and Power of ftrong Recommendation from o- 
thers ftill, who know nothing at all of the Matter, 
he is fo here recommended (at the common Coft 
of the diftrefs'd Poor) in reality among Friends* 
to learn his Bufinefs, and to gain fome Experience, 
but particularly to get into praSice^ by fuch Fea- 
ther being ftuck in his Cap. Whereas, a Perfon of 
the like Charge ought, indeed, duely to have run 
thorough, And well to underfland, all that belongs 
to Pbyfick or Surgery ; and as Surgeons properly 
are but the Jffiftants or Deputies of the able Phyfi* 
cian % fo if any Difpute or Difficulty* m PraBice 
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do arife amongft the Surgeons of an Hofpital, theP&y* 
fician or Pbyficians thereof, are (or ought to be) the 
only proper and competent Judges, to decide all fuch 
Differences; and not theufual DireBors or Proprie- 
tors of Tuch Publick Houfe, entirely unacquainted in 
what relates to Phyfick or Surgery. But as times 
go, we well know, it is not fo much Knowledge 
that is the Queftion ; but that it is Intereft and 
Recommendation, that governs the whole, in Phy- 
fick as in moft other Affairs. 

But without carrying our Remarks any further* 
on thofe of Hofpitals, in relation to their Pratt ice 
on private Perfons, &c. we might probably alfo 
be able to fay fomething of thofe of much fupe^ 
rior Rank and Dignity, whether in prognofticating 
or operating on any Planet of the firft Magni-r 
tude ; but it being advisM as the beft and wifeft 
way, to hufh up fuch Knowledge from commori 
Eyes ; and that the Great, Powerful and Wife have 
approved the fame as the moft proper, fo now 
do I. 

From the whole then* which may here have 
been obferved, it may eafily enough be conceived, 
that it is not from the being in an Hofpital*, or in 
any other dignified Station, that gives a Perfon Ca- 
pacity, (that being natural) it is, (after having been 
fufficiently inftrudted in what he pretends to) that 
Sagacity and juft Method of dbferving (not to be 
acquir'd but from Nature) being that alone, 
which will, and muft render him, truly knowing* 
and far fuperiour to all others, (inferiour in this) 
tho* even accompanied with e'er fo much Pra£lice r 
which from fuch Defeft, will prove proporti- 
onably indigefted : which Multiplicity of Pra&ice, 
as obferved, goes principally, if not altogether, by 
meer Dint of Recommendation, or the Power of 
Friends j and probably, he who knows the leaft, 

I whs- 
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whether from the Tedioufnefs of the Cures, or o- 
therwife he readily will make the tnoft Money. 

Yet whatfoever I may have here advanced in 
relation to Hofpitals, it is principally meant rather 
to fet Mankind right in their common miftaken 
Notions of Things, than any otherwife intended ; 
fuch as, That becaufe a Per/on belongs to an Hofpi- 
tal, be muft therefore be the mofi knowing ; or that, 
the only or great Improvements are made by fuch. 
None can have a greater Opinion of Hofpitals, 
(when well condufted) or of fuch Charities, than 
my felf : Neither are there many, I may, I be- 
lieve, fay very few, who can equally pretend to 
brag, of having feen the Pra&ice of fo great 
a Variety of Hofpitals, as I have done ; having 
fpentconfiderable time in thofe of France, Flanders, 
Italy and Amfterdam. I have then obferved, that 
. an Hofpitnl is <a good School for Youth to learn (at 
ieaft) the Generals of their Bufinefs, in not hav- 
ing otherwife feen a Sufficiency of Praftice ; es- 
pecially in Surgery, albeit that in all fuch Places 
they have little elfe than a fomewhat over gene- 
ral Rotin, three or four ufual Medicines admini- 
fter*d, in moft Phyfical Cafes, with a pretty quick 
way of palling the Sick over : and foin Surgery, it 
is nearly alike ; and they but very rarely go out 
of that general Road for any Particular : If it bits, 
'tis well; if not, there's an end, dead or difcharg 9 d. 
I fhould be glad, I fay, to be inftru&ed in the 
Improvements made in ours, during our own Time ; 
I am very fenfible, that great Intereft is common- 
ly made to get to be Phy/ician or Surgeon of *em ; 
by fuch, efpecially, who are too commonly No- 
vices, or who have feen, or had, but little Expe- 
rience in Pra£lke\ by this Means intending 
to acquire fome, as well as thereby to attain to the 
Feather in their Cap, fo to acquire lucrative Prac- 
pee, the principal Affair in queftiqn : For as to 

the 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



tn relation to the Eye, in his Anatomy. 115 

the Improvements they make, or the InftruSiions 
they give to the World, that feems to be the 
leaft of their Bujinefs. Improveable fagacious Ge- 
nius'Sy who have had proper Education^ will Drill 
improve, tho* never in an Hofpital ; and thofe who 
are not fo, will never improve, (to any purpofe) 
tho* all their Life-time there. Thus, fome of our 
moft eminent Praftitioners we might name, as Rat- 
cliffe (I think I might add * Boerhaave alfo) befides 
many in our Time; Shipton in Surgery ', &c. who ne- 
ver belonged, perhaps haijdly ever properly to have 
ktmnHoJpital. Nay, I am inform'd that the laft 
named, never ferv'd any eminent Matter, but by the 
Dint of Reading and Induftry^ is accounted amongft 
thefirft. The World is as much improved (at leaft) 
by thefe, as by thofe of Hofpitals. Nor would any 
fuch, or others in great Pra£lice y accept of any 
Hofpital, becaufe they have found they could 
do their Bufinefs full as effe&uaily without: And 
thus, thofe of Hofpitals drop 'em, when they find 
they have fufficient Bufinefs otherwife ; neither is 
it to be expe&ed, that in fuch a hurried way, as 
that, betwixt an Hofpital and private Bufinefs (ef- 
pecially in this great Town) that great Improve- 
ments are to be made. Neither is it in very great 
Hurry of Bufinefs in any way, that it is hardly 
ever done "f% fince proper Observations require a 
due time to digeft them ; and fuch who do make 
them, will readily produce fame fuch Fruit to the 
I 2 World. 

* No Hofpital in Leydcn, unlefs we term it fo, where 4 or 5 
ailing People only, are attended by different Phyikians in their 
common Turns. 

f Much Practice is got by being much in Publick, or with 
Mankind. Obfervation and Writing requires Time and Re- 
tirement. In fine, to do well, there ought not to be too much 
of. one or f other. 
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World. So that the greateft Improvers, the belt 
Writers, have rarely, or ever been the greateft, or 
moft hurried Praftitioners. Thus a Perfon may 
as well have too much Bufinefs or Hurry, zg*too 
little, in regard to his real Knowledge and Improve- 
ment, or that of the Benefit and Inflruftion which 
Mankind do truly reap thereby ; fuch wanting, I 
fay, time proper, (if not Capacity) to digeft their 
Pradtice, and to correct their Blunders. 

It may. not be yet altogether improper I fur- 
ther add, in relation to the Affair of the Eyes, 
that what I know of that Affair, has been more 
owing to my own Application, Reading, Induftry* 
Prattice and Confederation, than to what I have 
feen or learn* d in Hofpitals : And I do at the fame 
time as freely own, that I never learned from, or 
ever faw any of thefe call'd Oculifts, to perform an 
Operation ; neither could I ever in the leaft ima- 
gine it to be worth my while fo to do (efpecially 
fince my * Application thereto) only to have feen 
ridiculous Operations performed, by any fuch igno- 
rant audacious Pretenders, fince I was well fatis- 
fied of what was pra&icable, or poffible to be per- 
formed with Succefs, by the Power of Art. Who, 
indeed, in their Senfes, would choofe to be a Te- 
ftimony, or to countenance fuch audacious forward 
Undertakers, in their putting out the Eyes of 
Numbers of ignorant, poor People ? So much, (in- 
Head of that) deferving thefeverejl Refentment of 

Men 

* Nor can I fee why Phyficians fliould not make this as 
neceffary a Part of their Study, as any, unlefs it be, that they 
judge it too nice and difficult a Study to attain to any confi- 
derable Knowledge therein : And fo chufe principally to ap- 
ply to fuch Part, or Maladies only ; as thofe, where, it is hard 
to fay, whether they have done good or hurt ; in a word, 
which Nature herfelf principally cures, or that the Patient 
Jit. 
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Men of Knowledge, if not even that of the Publick : 
And ftill, I cannot well forbear to add, that in 
whatfoever manner I may have attained that which 
I know, I readily own, I have the Vanity to 
flatter my felf, that I know not lefs (at leaft) of this 
Affair, than any abroad ; and as for thofe here at 
home, I have, I think, fufficiently taken notice 
of the mq/l noted of them, and of their Knowledge. 
If miftaken in my Opinion, they are welcome, 
whether at borne,, or abroad, to demon fir ate to the 
World and me, that I am fo. Nay, fuch Know- 
ledge indeed, is what fuch who pretend to under- 
ftand as a Phyfician, that is, to an univerfal Know- 
ledge of the Maladies incident to human Bodies, 
fhould he matter of, or indeed what every one 
fuch ought to underftand, who pretends to know 
or give general or particular Dire£tions, whe- 
ther for that of the Cure of inward Maladies, or 
that of the adviftng and directing of the proper 
Operations, &c. as he (hall obferve to btneceffary. 
Nothing furely can appear to be more ftupid and 
ridiculous ; or that can more fully demonftrate 
the Ignorance of fuch common Practices, fuch an 
idle way of Thinking, than that, for Example, of a 
Gouty, Rheumatick, or other like Ailment, lying 
growling inwardly on the Brain, Stomach or Bowels, 
being then call'd by a different Name, and accor 
dingly fuppofed to be a different Maladie, as 
that of a Csephalagia, or violent Head-ach, fwoon- 
ing Fits, Stomach-pains, Cholick, &c. at which 
time ftraight fend for the Phyfician; whereas, 
no fooner is the fame Humour thrown into the 
Surface, or the Extremities, in Inflammations, 
tumefactions, or other mufcuiar or cuticular Ap- 
pearances, than it is ftraight fend for the Surgeon ; 
when the fame Humour (or even but fcropbulous, 

1 3 or 
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or venereal, &V.) appearing in the Eye as that of 
an Ophthalmia, then be fure fend for the Oculift. 
Thus I have been furprized to obferve, fome of 
our noted Phyficians having attended a Rheuma- 
tick, &c. Cafe, and the Patient recovering of 
fuch Ailment^ fome part, however, of the Hu- 
mour has fhifted to the Eye, occafioning a violent 
Ophthalmia, endangering thofe Parts, have then 
cry'd, (poffibly finding a little difficulty.) Have 
Patience, Sir, // will go off. Is this then a way 
of talking for Men of Knowledge ? Yes, faid I, 
fo it will, or you'll be blind. And fo would your 
other Maladie alfo have gone off (of it felf ) or 
you would but have died, that's all : For, indeed, 
all or moft we do, that I know, is but with jr**- 
ter Safety or a little fooner to help off a Ma- 
ladie. 

And now I fhall take notice, that as to wri- 
ting in the way of Profeffions, particularly 
in this of human Maladies, it can only moft pro- 
perly be judg'd of, by thofe of the Profeflion ; 
which Writings are but too commonly reprefen- 
ted, by the pretending (perhaps, fometimes, even 
by the more learned Scioli) with an invidious Eye, 
and if bad, fuch unlucky Performances are then, 
no doubt, for ever damn 9 d. As to fuch who have 
writ, they, indaed, are entitled to /peak freely 
their Sentiments of a Brother Writer, being they, as 
well as he, muft (land the ufual and common 
Fate, of being baited or /hot at as common Marks. 
Now, he who takes his Turn, thus to (land, another 
has fome Chance to hit him in his Turn, and thus 
to do himfelf Juftice : But it is the private, 
lurking, pickerooning Murderers, who dare not 
openly appear, who are the moft dangerous and. 
hurtful 5 and tho* fuch were to be muzzled by the 
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Legiflative Power, yet even then, a Shrug of ' 
the Shoulder, or no Anfwer (when ask'd) would 
ftill readily wound as much, if not more, than 
plain Words, which may often and properly be 
replied to, by fuch who have ask'd their Opinion 
of an Author. ■ 
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SOME 

NOTES 

O N 
Dr. P. Shaw's Maladies of the Eye, 
IN HIS 

Pra&ice c/Physick. 



HAVING had the Curiofity, or rather by 
Accident, looking into Dr. P. Sbaw's new- 
Practice of Pbyfick, more particularly into that part 
relating to the Eye, to fee what might be there ob- 
served, either new or ufeful, in that way ; I own, 
that I was not a little furprized to find a Per/on 
to undertake fuch an Affair, with fo little Founda- 
tion of this kind: Neither had I, indeed, Patience 
enough, or Inclination to perufe the reft, after 
th^t, which I obferved on this Part. To attempt, 
or pretend to inftruft Mankind, when fo very de- 
ficient* fo little knowing in fuch like Matters, 
(thus leading them into Error only, fo to do more 
Mifchief than good) is greatly amazing. If he ac- 
quired no better Knowledge of fuch Affairs in bis 
Studies, or Practice, ought he not, at leaft, to 
tiave confuted the befi Authors on fuch Subjedls? 

If 
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ItBoerhaave and Sydenham vi ere his chief Inftruc- 
tors, who were furely weak in this way, at leaft 
the former Profejfor {he. ftudied under) could have 
inftrudted him jn the Books, proper to be confuk 
ted on this Head* his Book appearing to me, to 
be formed on a very indifferent kind of Models 
whofoe*er it is he : has ufed for that purpofe. 

But I am fenfible, it is advanced by his Friends, 
in his Behalf, that it is feveral years fince ft was 
writ, and that this of the • Practice, is the very 
worft of all his Performances, &c. I hope, in* 
deed, it is the worft, and that his others, are far 
better, (fince, I think truly, they had need to be 
fo ;) but the former Excufe of their being long 
time fince they were writ, feems to be of no Vali- 
dity, being we have a new Edition thereof but very 
lately publiftd, with little or no Amendment^ 
Whereas an Author is, no doubt, ftill accountable 
to the Publick, for his Performances ; more efpeci- 
ally when they appear in reiterated Editions ; fince 
they ought there, no doubt, to be amended by 
the Author, if capable, or by Supplement , &c. I 
fhall here then produce only, a fnort Specimen of 
the Oddities, containM in this Part I have looked 
into, which may ferve to prove to him, how much 
that Performance requires to be re-modelled, or, at; 
leaft, revised. Since to enter narrowly, fo to ex- 
amine even this Part, (far lefs the Whole) would 
require too much time ; for which* Reafon I mull 
beg to be excus'd that Labour. In the mean time, 
if this fhould any way ferve our Author, as fome- 
what of a Model to examine the reft by, I am fa-r 
tisfy'd. 

Our Author then, begins the Difcafes of the 
.Eye with the Ophthalmia \ I fhall not trouble the 
Reader with his Definition, or his Signs thereof ; 
but in fhort obferve, that his principal Advice 
and Pra&ice, (but too common with the Genera- 
lity 
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lity of the Profeflion) is to ufe all the Evacuations 
tf the Body which are known (a Knowledge ea- 
fily, and very foon attained to :) And then as for 
the reft of the Maladies of the Eye our Author 
treats of, he, in general, refers you to the Cure 
as in Ophthalmia : So that the principal, if not the 
Whole, in all Cafes, feems to turn upon what 
Moliere obferves, Clyfteriumdonare,enfuitaJignare % 
pcjlea purgare, & encor, fcf encora Jignare, pur- 
gare, veficare, fcff. This might, perhaps, be 
fiifficient on this Subject ; however, fince we have 
begun, I will yet for the further Satisfa&ion of 
cur Reader go on a little further. 

In Albugo, 6? Pterygium, page 40, our Author 
lays, in this, Proceed as in Suffujion ; and in this 
laft (as has been obferved) he refers you to proceed 
as in Ophthalmia. After this, in the next Page, in 
his Definition of Suffujion and Cataraft, he fays, 
a Suffufton is a thick Foulnefs, or Excrefcence of the 
tunica Cornea, adnata, or aqueous Humour, which 
when confirmed makes the Cataraff. How ! quoth 
he? of the Tunica Cornea, adnata, or aqueous Hu- 
mour, which when confirmed makes the Cataratt. 
This is altogether a new DoStrine, I frankly ojyn, 
and that I am quite at a lofs to comprehend. A 
thick Foulnefs or Excrefcence of the Cornea, adnata, 
&c. the CataraS ! This furely requires ourAu~ 
tbor 9 s more full Explanation, with a Witnefs. Af- 
ter this, he is pleas'd to obferve to us, that a Suf- 
fujion feldom affetts both Eyes\ or, if both, not to- 
gether, or in the fame manner. Ay indeed ! I pray 
who informs him of all this ? I would advife him 
never to credit fuch another time. Well, but then 
he likewife acquaints us, that the Suffufton or Ca- 
taraff extending fome times, fays he, over or between 
the Cornea, and adnata. A very notable new- 
fajhion'd Cataraft thily, which no Man, I dare 
iay, has ever heard of before. This extraordina- 
ry 
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ry Piece of Information, I doubt not, he may 
have had from the fame Hand with the former 5 
but I wifli he'd be advis'd never to believe 'em 
more. Old People, fays our Author, are not to be 
couch' d. A fad Man, who thus impofes on xKxsgood 
boneft Writer. Now, as to Children, he is there 
alfo pleafed to [peak of, I wilh he had mention'd 
to what Age we are ftill to underftand them as 
fuch ; not to be couch 9 d ? He gives us various Pre- 
fcriptions in fuch like Cafes, (of Suffufion and Ca- 
taract) and in particular (after the Method as in 
Ophthalmia) he advifes as very ferviceable the cor- 
rofive Sublimate per fe ; but % tis more expeditious, fays 
this Practitioner ', To touch the Part frequently with 
Vitriol. Roman, or even with the Caufticum Lunare. 
Here I cannot forbear fending our Author's Cor- 

refpondent or InftruStor, to the D 1 to prac- 

tife upon. In Gutta Serena he recommends the 
Method likewife ufed as in Ophthalmia ; but if 
fuch Meafures, he there lays down, prove ineffec- 
tual, he laftly advifes the ufe of a Salivation. This 
in Atrophia, which he here feems to allow, or when 
there is the leaft Tendency to Paralytick Diforder, 
the common Calamity in thofe Cafes, is confequent- 
ly a Practice only fit for the forefaid Gentleman. 
Vid. my Opbthalmographia on this Head. 

The Diforders of the vitreous Humour, he refers, 
as the former, to Ophthalmia and Gutta Serena : 
And this latter, is again referred to the former, that 
is to Ophthalmia ; and as for the Maladies of the 
Cryjlalline, which he terms the Glaucoma, he as 
yet refers you to Gutta ferena and Ophthalmia. 
Myopia is, for its Cure, likewife referr'd to Oph- 
thalmia. The Cure of Mydriafis is alfo, accon* 
ding to him, to be treated as Suffufion or OphthaU 
mia, in page 51. Here our Author's Inftru&ion 
feems to be as bad in fuppofing the aqueous Hu- 
mour 
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mour or Extravafation, as he terms it, only foon t* 
be recruited in (infants) or Infancy. 

I muft likwife give this Writer over, as before, 
in his Salivation for the Cancerous Ulcer * in Hypo- 
pyon. As to the Phly£tan<e, thefe fmall Puftles, 
their being lefs dangerous in the Cornea than in the 
Adnata, as he tells us : this is alfo a Doftrine / 
do not underjtand. The Cure, he next acquaints us, 
is entirely the fame with that <jf Hypopyon, a great 
Novelty alfo : But in the fame Page, he informs 

us, if the Ulcer is in the Cornea, // is harder 

to cure, than in the Adnata ; and that the Cure is 
the fame as that of the Hypopyon. He obferves in 
the fame Page, and fays, That a Solution of Contu 
ttuity happening in the Cornea, lets out the aqueous 
Humour upon the Uvea. This alfo wants a little 
further Eclarciffment, for the good of Mankind : 
And thus far, as to our prefent Author; this, I 
hope, being fufficient for a Specimen in this way. 
How much more knowing others may be, who 
have not thus appeared in Print, is what I fhall 
not pretend to decide : But f tis certain, that there 
are very few of the Profeffion who refufe to under- 
take or to dabble in thefe Affairs, tho* they know 
nothing at all of the matter ; yet they, 'tis like^ 
ly, may be endu'd with a Sufficiency of AfliK 
ranee, Pretence and technical Terms, in this way; 
fo to make the Ignorant to credit they know 
fomething. How many Blunders of this kind are 
there not committed, even by fome much reputed, 
&c? For example, What fhall we fay (as hinted at 
in our former) of fuch a ftupid Praftice, (ufed by 
phyficians, Surgeons, £s?r.) as that of the Powder of 
Glafs, for the taking off Films, Specks or Excre- 
fcences from the Cornea? Might not Surgeons juft 
as well ufe ground Glafs, or Sand for the taking 
off Excrejcences, or proud Flefh from other Parts 

of 
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of the Body, inflamed or fore? efpecially if well 
rubVd with a 5//V£; which,I doubt nor, foon to hear 
of being pradfcisM for the Eyes, by fuch great Impro- 
vers of Practice : But before I as yet leave thofe 
fo reputed as Regular Practitioners , I cannot omk 
the taking Notice of one in great Practice and Re- 
pute, remarkable enough for brushing into fore and 
tender Eyes, with a heavy Hand, a greafy dd fe- 
male Liniment. Yet this is neverthelefs to be kept 
as a wonderful Secret, (by this regular Practitio- 
ner) from all the Scioli of the prefent Age: Nor 
has it ever been discovered to the R. S. even a- 
mong all the great Difcoveries which have been 
made them by the learned World thefe forty 
Years; but it may, perhaps* be difcovered to them 
by way of Legacy. In the mean time they may 
ufe Oil and Lapis Calatninaris, with Minium* 
which will do as well, (probably the fame) or the 
Ointment of Tuti<e, which is, in my Opinion, far 
better, having bad the Experience of both. Thus 
Nature will often recover Eyes and other Ailments, 
even with the ufe of meer Trifles, or nothing. Nay, 
not only get the better of a heavy Hand, but even 
of Bear-Garden Fifly-cuffs alfo. And now* can 
any one at the head of the Profeffion, or of die 

C of P pretend,, during Life, no 

, make a mighty Secret of fuch ridicubus Trifles, 
(ufed on moft occafions in this way) this notable 
• Receipt, borrow'd from forae honeft doBorifing 
Female : And is this then what all atar<great Lear- 
ning comes to ? or that of the R. S. or C of 

P : And is any one as yet at the head of 

any Profeflion, to make and to life fuch, or any 
Noftrums ? Or, does even the Profeffion, as yet, 
countenance fuch like Proceedings ? Yes, traly, 
fo it feems; nay, even tht Pharmaceutic Trik \)k&- 

wife, whether from Bleffings or Gettings-,^ 

and 
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and thus xht World goes on. I have before x>bfeiv 
ved how idly and fimply many of the Regulars 
of the Profejjion have followed that pretending noify 

Oculift T r, without the leaft Rhimeor Rea- 

fon, attending to his moft nonfenfical, impudent 
Pretenfions, thus fairly confeffing their little Skill, 
Learning or Knowledge, in thefe Matters : And will 
it not feem ft ill more ftrange, if prof efed Oculifts 

as B , &V. who have even fenfd or learn* d 

of a very greatly pretending Cb— - — n in thefe Af- 
fairs, who in France alfo pretended (as T r 

did) tp write in this way, tho* endu'd, indeed, 
with fome School-Learning more than the former ; 
yet, in reality, the Performance not one bit better, 
being only a Parcel of downright Quack Bills of 
his Cures, which he there hurftled together, with- 
out the leaft Ufe or Inftru&ion to the Publick* 
fuppofing his Relations totave been Fail. His 
Eleve then, I fay, fufficiently prov'd how much he 
knew of this Matter, in running after fuch as 

3^ r to learn of him. The good Woman in 

New-ftreet, and that in the City, &c. fhewM 
themfelves wifer, and more knowing, than to at- 
tend any fuch ; which good Female, I fay, can 
tbruft in a Needle, or deprefs a Cataraff, even as 
well as they can. Thus, indeed, it is, that fome 
fuch, who know in reality, very little more than 
to tbruft in a Needle, and (for better or worfe) to 
beat down a Cataraft, or a little further pretend- 
ing to fome Eye-water, or Salve, they are 
thus ftraight confider'd by the unthinking Multi- 
tude, to be truly knowing, and greatly fit to cure 
all Maladies of this Organ ; and fo are employ'd 
by fuch accordingly, as their Oculift , &c. (until 
they have paid for their Experience.) There are. 
few who confider, what this Knowledge or Study 

truly 
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truly is ; nor do they know that a Perfon of com- 
mon Capacity may be brought to perform this 
Operation in five Minutes time, by one who can 
couch : But, indeed, the great Secret in this Af- 
fair, is, the true Knowledge, when and which, arc 
the molt proper to be couched, and which thofe 
that are not to be tampered with ? an Affair, few 
or none of all thefepretendingPeople, are any way 
acquainted with. But Mankind muft e'en go on 
to venture, and risk their Eyes as ufual ; or as 
they fhall think fit, it being certain they molt 
commonly like thofe the belt, who know leafi ; 
and are confequently, thofe who promifethe moft: 
It is alfo certain, that fuch like pretending People, 
are commonly ready and bufy, ft ill to be 
doing ; and thus rather doing Mifchief, than to 
do nothing. 

In fine, it feems almoft full time I fhould finiih 
thefe Confiderations, and thus now leave the Rea- 
der to obferve the Advancements which have been 
made in this way, by our prefent, or any of our 
fore/aid Authors I have mentioned. I cannot, how- 
ever, but at the fame time own, that Dr. Por~ 
terfield feems to have been the moft painful, in his 
fpeculative Attempts, (reading and compiling from 
the moft noted Anatomifts and AuthprsJ to ad- 
vance fomewhat new ; yet it appears not to me 3 
to have anfwer'd the true and ufeful Intention, In 
a word, if upon the Whole that I have writ, 
what has been faid, be all the Virtuofojhip or real 
Knowledge produc'd in this way, methinks fuch 
might even as well employ themfelves, and (hew 
that they are knowing Virtucfi, or greater Connoif- 
feurs in fome one, or any other way : And if I 
may have acquired any fuch Name in any other 
way, (tho* poflibly not well deferving it) I 
muft neverthekfs frankly own, I do not, nor can 

5. 
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I promife to remain, entirely confined from the 
Defire of Knowledge in other ways, or fometimes 
that of other more private Amufements, produc- 
tive of Knowledge, 6?r. tho* it may at the fame 
time be obferved by this, whether I have forgot ', 
or that I am ignorant of the prefent SubjeSf, 
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SOME FEW 

THOUGHTS 

O N 

Dr. J. JC/R IN'sEssay 

UPON 

Diftind and Indiftind Vifion, 

Contain'd in 

Dr. Smith's Syftem of Opticks. 



UPon the Appearance of two Pieces which came 
out (after my forefaid Difcourfes were in the 
Prefs,) to wit, that of the Phyfician, the other of 
the Surgeon of the fame Hofpital \ which laft ac- 
quaints us with the great Improvements made 
with them, &c. I begun to be in fome doubt, whe- 
ther what I had before faid, in relation to the in- 
confiderable Improvements which have been 
made, might not be neceflary to be recalPd •, or, 
that I ought to make fome Apology for the fame. 
But on Jooking into thefe Authors I concluded, 
that I might even let all ftand, thus maintain my 
Ground, and ftill go on with the fame Affertion 
as before : However, it may not be amifs, for the 
further Satisfaction of my Reader, I take fome no- 

K qcc 
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tice hereof, tho* in a cuffoty Manner * both on 
account of my deficiency in Time, as well as, that, 
to me, it feems to be all is neceliary. 

This learned Perfon, Dr. Jurin, feems to have 
been at a great deal of pains to inftfufl: the World 
in the fpeculative Part of the Eye, the "Theory of 
Vifion. We are indeed oblig'd to him for his fife* 
nuous Endeavours, and wifh it would anfwer the 
Author's Intention, the Good of Mankind, and that 
of his own. I was indeed in hopes that this know- 
ing Gentleman, as being, or having lately * been 
Phyfician to an Hofpitql, would rather have oblig- 
ed usmthprafficalObfervationsjhzn to amufe Man- 
kind with fuch very fpeculative Subjefts, as this of 
varioufly ranging of the Rays of Light upon the Re- 
tina 5 and which, I think, he acquaints *ls alfo, 
he is greatly, or principally indebted for, to 
Dr. Smith, in his litter to him. Now, this Sub- 

}*e£t, I fay, having already been fo thoroughly 
landledby Newton, de la Hire, and MOrriot, as 
well as moft of the Opticians, 6? c. it feems there- 
Fore lefs neceflary than that (as obferved) of the 
practical Part ; and fo for our Author thus rather to 
have left thefe fpeculative Thoughts, (if n6t already 
jTufficierit on that Head) which at beft arebut Opi- 
nions (too often very uncertain) to have been 
more finifh'd, or laboured, by fuch who make 
it their particular Study, and have all their Time 
to fpend in deep Speculation. 

There appears a Book lately publifhed upon 
Colours, (by one 'Place) who denies all manner of 
Rays of Light, (3c He feems, indeed, to oe a 
very odd, and a quite out of the common way Au- 
thor, (few, pofllbly, will, after flightly viewing 
him, have the Patience to read him out;) yet I 
freely own I have read him over, and tho*, no 

doubts 
• Or lately, or foxnc time was fo. 
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doubt, extremely extravagant in his Way, and 
out of the common Road ; yet I muft at the fame 
time own, that thereare, I think, fome Thoughts 
m him which ft.ll deferve notice , nay, even tode- 
tl!/"/? For my own part, I have hi. 
therto alfofatd and gone oninTuch fp ? culative 
bubjefts, according to the modern eftabliffi'd Ooi 
monsj yet I cannot but at the fame time own, 
that there are ftill feveral Difficulties appear To 
me not to be well refolved, even in ol" very 

" s Ju fe ^"i " 8 ' not vet & very fully 
confirm'd by unqueftionable Fads, be not ftill Ji- 
aUe to change as others have been before, from 
the Beginning of the World to the pre/en rLl , 
tbelelf * F 7 wi,1 ^ r °tofhe y verySi 

But it is not unlikely, that our prefent learned 
and ingenious Author Dr. Jurin, may be apt to 
advance, in relation to the being u f p Lch 
tas in exadly ranging of the Rays Q f £ight or 
Objefts upon the Retina, that this was neceiTary 
and principally intended as Introductory, thus iZ 
luftrating and more fully proving what he there- 
after advances as to the Neceflityand Power of 
altering the Conformation or Figure of fome cart? 
cular Parts of the Eye, in ordef to fee moSS' 
fy at Afferent Dijiancos. We ihall not then cal 
in queibon how' very abfolutely neceffary all tfit 
Difcourfe there laid down might be, even in h t 
Cafe (before the certain Proof of what was fo requi- 
fite for that purpof e ,) but we fhall now ml er 
choofe more particularly to examine how our pre- 
Tr/1 ^ r >5^ J /" thisJaftj more efpecia^y, 

ftich Alteration, to wit, the cJtLz r,v . S 
CiliaremdCryftaUine. Lor ™«> H a ™*™ 



In 
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In the firft place then, I am not a little furpriz'd 
at this fo learn'd Gentleman's Account of thefe 
Parts, as if quite deficient in having read or con- 
versed with the beft efteemed Anatomifts on this 
Subjeft. Our Author, in defcribing the Uvea, 
is pleafed to tell us, 'That meeting with no Satisfac- 
tion in any of the Hypothefes above related, 1 applied 
my f elf to a diligent Confederation of the Parts of the 
Eye. Very well. The Uvea (fays our Au- 
thor) is a mufcular Membrane, and as fuch is capa- 
ble of contracting it felf into lefs Dimen/ions. It a- 
rifes from a circular Ridge or Protuberance running 
all along the infide of the Cornea, at its Juncture 
with the Sclerotica^ which Ridge I do not remem- 
ber to have feen hitherto taken notice of by any Ana- 
tomift. I know not, I fay, who it is this learned 
Author has either examin'd or conversed with on 
this Head ; but my Words, in defcribing that Part 
twenty five Years ago, in my Ophthalmograpbia, 
run thus, page 14. The Ligamentum Ciliare a- 
rifes from a little circular Procefs or Coronet, which 
makes a Partition to the Choroides and Uvea ; it 
likewife adheres with its Circle, where the opaque 
Sclerotica and tranfparent Cornea meet \ from hence 
it forms a delicate Membrane^ which runs upon the 
outjide of the Glajfy Humour, or from the Circumfe- 
rence to the Centre ; that is, from this Coronet to 
the Cryftalline. Thefe then are my Words, even 
at that time of day ; and yet then, fo far from my 
pretending that fuch Ridge^ Protuberance, Pro- 
cefs or Coronet had not been before difcovered, or 
taken notice of by any Anatomift, that I hardly then 
knew,or do I now of any of the Moderns, efpecially 
thofe worth reading, who do not mention and 
particularly defcribe it ; nay, I queftion whether 
it be not even taken notice of and defcribed by 
fome of the Ancients, which I cannot think they 
could well mifs : But it feems not greatly material 

and 



Digitized by LiOOQ LC 



EJfay upon Vision.' 133 

and neceflary the turning over many Books, in or- 
der to quote how many have taken any notice 
thereof, fince I think it is fully fufficient for rhe, 
that I have clearly mentioned it, and diftin&iy de- 
ferred it. Now, Would then the Dr. willingly 
have imagined himfelf to have been the firft Difco- 
verer hereof? Or, would he, that the World had 
been fo good as to have taken it fo ? Let us next 
then a little examine, how very juft and knowing 
this accurate Author is, after his diligent Confide- 
ration of the Parts i in the defcribing, and the 
Situation of them. 

In fpeaking of the Uvea, he fays, it arifes from 
a circular Ridge or Protuberance running all along 
the injide of the Cornea, at its Juncture with the 
Sclerotica. The knowing Reader will here be 
able to obferve how our Author ftrains this Point 
in Situation, ingenioufly to make it the better fu it 
his own Purpofe : And therefore, I muft, and do 
abfolutely deny this Account of his ; neither do I 
believe that he can bring any toleraWe Authority 
for his fo faying 5 or, indeed, it feems eyident to 
me from this Defcription, that this learned Perfon 
has never difcovered it either firft, or laft ; or if he 
. has feen it, and, as he fays, diligently confider 9 d 
it, he muft, as I have faid, incline much to make 
it ferve his Scheme and Purpofe ; without which 
the whole Fabrjck thereof is undone. My Words 
then, are as before mentioned, page 14, // adheres 
with its Circle where the opaque Sclerotica, and 
transparent Cornea meet : But now it feems necef- 
fary I fhould explain my felf as yet more diftinft- 
ly, and fully, on this Head ; more efpecially fince 
our learned Author feems to lay great Strefs upon 
this Affertion according to him. I do now then po- 
fitively affert and affirm jxi diredt Oppofition to his 
Account, that this Ridge, Coronet or ^Partition to 
the Choroides and Uvea is adherent only y and fro- 
K 3 prlji 
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perly upon the opaque Membrane Sclerotica, and not 
on the tranfparent Cornea ; it being, if I may be 
allow'd the Freedom of the Expreflion, the Parti- 
tion-Wall, the Termination of this opaque Tunic* 
and only properly adherent, arifing, or built on 
the Extremity thereof; and altho* 'tis true, that 
'the tranfparent CorHen do immediately join there- 
to, yet it is not placed thereon, which, if it were, 
fuch part muft neceflarily thereby be rendered o- 
pctque, and confequently become la part of the Scle- 
rotis. I might illuftrate this with Authorities it dm 
Authors likewife,were that neceflary, as to the par- 
ticular Infert ion hereof,did T not my felf fufficiently 
know it tobefo, as well asfrorti the very Reafon 
of the Thing: And this then proving to be an un- 
doubted Truth, the whole Hypothecs of this learn'd 
Perfoh, as has been faid, muft ric^eflarily fall, as 
we ftiall obferve more particularly hereafter ; and 
yet, I muft at the fame time remark, that this of 
the placing fuch Ridge or Protuberance on the tranf- 
parent Cornea, is, I dare anfwer for it, what has 
riot before been fefit, or hitherto tak^n notice of by 
any Anatomifi *. 

The next Contrivahce, or fubtile Piece of Ma- 
chinery, this ingenious Author is pleafed to inveiit 
for us, is to turn this Ridge into a Mufcle, by 
whofe Rope or Pully he may accordingly, move 
his Machine at pleafure. Now, in -anfwer to thein- 
quifitive Queftiori of the Curious, How this is proved 
to be a Mufcle ? The Reply is $, That the Uvea is 
furnifh 9 dwitb a narrow Ring of circular tnufcular Fi- 
bres 

*T>r. *Nich*h feerris indeed fomewhat inclinable tcl favour our 
prefent Author's Opinion, in relation to his £>efcriptfon or Ac- 
count of this Particular ; to wit, that there feems tofce a Limb, 
or Edge of the Cornea> which lines the inner Edge of the Sclero- 
tica. Yet &las! even admitting this, we (hair be ne'er a Hair 
the nearer than before, By this Timic being fo lin'd ; rather 
• worfe, the faid Sclerotis ftill remaining, and confequently Hill 
Che iarne Difficulties alfo, as we obferve hereafter. 
1 X Page 138, Article 129, 
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ires on tfa Julge next the Pupil: That is, he allows 
it tQ hefufpefted or im0gin 9 d only, not proved. So 
by the like Rule, the Doctor fuppofes his Ridge to 
be a Mufck alfa. I Jhall therefore, fays he, make 
no fcrupU of qualifying this Limb of the Uvea next 
the Cornea , by the N#me of the greater mufcular 
Ring of the Uvea.. » ■ It will, perhaps, be ob- 
jected to me, continues he, that the Exigence of this 
Juppe fed greater mufcular Ring has not yet been prov- 
ed by ocular Demonflration. J anf%ver, neither has 
the Exiftence of the leffer Ring been yet proved in 
the fame manner. Extremely well, truly: And, 
. now, by the fame Rule of the Invijibles, or the 
meerly Imaginaries, I fbould likewife fuppofe (to 
ferve my ryrppfe) as yet a third or middle Ring, 
betwixt thefe two $ What Rule is there, Reafon or 
Proof, that it is not to be allowed, as well as that 
of our Author? Or, fuppofing I was to deny all 
of them, and to allow none fuch as either, How 
then ? And yet, I muft again pbferve to him, that 
there is no manner pf Comparifon %o be made, be- 
.twixt that of his, and that of the inner or leffer 
Border of the Uvea, as he is pleafed to term it ; 
fince it is vifible by ocular JDemonftration, that this 
fame inner Edge or Border of the Uyea or Iris is ap- 
parently contrasted or dilated, whether as being a 
proper or diftinff Mufcle pf it felf, or only, as a 
part of the Uvea 5 which laft, does not {appear 
the leaft probable. Thus, then, it is plain, that 
our learned Author has- no fuch Vijibility or De- 
monjlration on his fide, but entirely Suppofition and 
Imagination : But the Dpftor by way of fome An- 
fwer to this, would feem there to advance, That 
the Change of Conformation in adapting the Eye to 
near ObjeEls, is not lefs demonftrable : But without 
dwelling here, we fhall at prefent proceed. Page 
*39> Article 130. We Ctyfialline Humour is con- 
K4 tain 9 A 
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tain'd (fays our Author) in a very fine membranous 
Capfula, with a Water between them, after the man- 
ner of the Heart in the Pericardium , This, I take 
(continues he) from the Obfervation of the late Anato- 
mift, particularly* the famous Monf Petit *. But 
this alas ! was obferved by me in my Opbthalmo- 
graphia, at lead, feventeen Years before this Au- 
thor writ his faid Memoire. My Words are, page 
20,— — *7j Coat, I think, being fomething to it, 

not much unlike the "Pericardium. Well, but the 

Doftor probably was more willing to be obliged 
to a Foreigner for it, than to any one on the§pot-f\ 
But now fince he follows Petit, and that Petit 
fays it but feventeen Years after me, I will now 
unfay it again •, that it is not like or after the 
manner of the Heart in the Pericardium ; nay, that 
it fcarce has any Similitude thereto \ fince the latter 
is not only pierced in five different Places, (which 
the other is not any where) for the Paffage of the 
great Veffels to the Heart, which fuftain the fame, 
as alfo that of its being tied to the Mediaftinum and 
Pericardium, as well as Difference of Shape of one 
and t'other ; and that the Water contained in the 
Pericardium, is only towards the Bottom thereof ; 
whereas that in the Jfranea or Capfula of the CryflaU 
line is equally round that Humour; neither is this faid 
Body any way adherent to this its Capfula or Mem- 
brane. The Doftor in the fame place goes on thus^ 
From whom (to wit Petit) I muft likewife obferve ||, 

That 

* Memoircs de ¥ Acad. Royale, 1 730. || ibid. p. 436. 

•j* This, with the Paragraph before mentioned (of the Ridge 
or Coronet) 17 Years printed before that of Monf. Petit t and 
fo quoted from abroad by our Author, (from him) would, I 
doubt, appear to fome, as fhewing fomewhat of a Tendency, 
or Inclination, to the much approved Doctrine of finking of 
Authors, who are on the Spot ; excepting where there may be 
fome mutual Inclination to the tickling of one and t % other. 
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That the back Part of this Capfula,or that Part which 
invefts the hinder Surf ace of the Cryftalline Humour , 
adheres to the Membrane enclojing the vitreous Hu- 
mour. — My Words then, at the fame time, in the 
forefaid Treatife, arethefe, page 18, fpeaking,of 

the vitreous Humour. // is certain, that its 

Membrane or Coat is not only continued or adherent 
to the Ligamentum Ciliare, but likewife to the 
Tunica Aranea. A little further, This Mem- 
brane (Aranea) adheres to, or is continued from the 

vitreous Tunic and Ligamentum Ciliare : And a- 

gain, page 19, its Tunica Aranea, being continued 
from the vitreous Tunick, and the Ligamentum Ci- 
liare. As to the Doctor's defcribing the Cryftalline, 
which he alfo takes from the lame diligent and ac- 
curate Anatomift, its being two Segments of unequal 

Spheres clapt together oh their plane Sides, 1 fay 

page 18, /'/ is convex on both Sides ; its Backfide 

towards the vitreous, is much more convex than the 
other ; which laft Diftindtion, I know not that our 
Author, or his Leader do make. Article 131. The 
Ligamentum Ciliare is a Mufcle, (fays our Author) 
which, however, before fuch pofitive Aflertion, 
it had not been quire, methinks, improper to 
have proved it fo to be, for the further Satisfac- 
tion of his Reader, or fuch who may oppofe that 
Opinion. 

This fame Seftion he goes on in defcribing the 
faid Ligament; It arifes clofe behind the Uvea, 
from the abovementioned circular Ridge at the Junc- 
ture of the Cornea and Sclerotica, and running over 
the outter Edge of the vitreous Humour, is infer ted 
' all round the anterior Surface of the Capfula, upon 
which, fays Monfieur Petit, this Ligament prolongs 

its Fibres. My Words, page 14, in the forefaid 

Treattife, run thus, The Ligamentum Ciliare arifes 
from a little circular Procefs or Coronet, which 
makes a Partition to the Cboroides and Uvea ; // 

like- 
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likewife adheres with its Circle where the opaque 
Sclerotica and transparent Cornea meet ; from hence 
it forms a delicate Membrane , which runs upon the 
outfide of the glaffy Rumour ; or from the Circumfe- 
rence to the Centre ; that is, from this Coronet to 
the Cryftalline. 

But now we have pretty well nam'd our Tools, 
or got our Machinery into fome fort of Order, it 
feems almoft time, we fhould next begin to fet 
them to work ; tho* I muft beg my Reader's Par- 
don, if, for want of time, as well as fhunninga 
tedious Account, .1 only ufe fo much, in general, 
as ferves the prefent Purpofe, thus ihewing the 
Invalidity of the whole thereby, and fo refer 
(to fuch as incline it) the further Perufal ©f the reil 
to his own Account. His Words are, Art. 133, 134. 
" When we view Objefts nearer than the Diftance 
c< of fifteen or fixteen Inches, I fuppofe the greater 
" mufcular Ring of the Uvea contrafts, and 
4< thereby reduces the Cornea to a greater Con- 
* 4 vexity; and when we ceafe to view thefe near 
cc Objeds, this mufcular Ring ceafes to aft, and 
c< die Cornea, by its Spring, returns to its ufual 

<c Convexity. When the Eye is to befuited 

tc to greater Diftances than fifteen or fixteen 
€C Inches, I fuppofe the Ligamentum Ciliare to 
c< contract its Longitudinal Fibres, and by that 
4 ' means to draw the Part of the anterior Surface 
" of the Capfula, into -which thefe Fibres are infer- 
<c ted, a little forwards and outwards ; and at the 
" fame time this is done, the Water within the 
cc Capfula muft neceflarily flow from under the mid- 
*< die, towards the elevated part of theCapfula,apd 
« and the aqueous Humour muft flow from above 
44 the elevated part of the Capfula to the middle ; 
" confequently, the middle part of the anterior 
" Surface of the Capfula, muft a little fink, while 

" the 
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cc the other is elevated, or the whole anterior Sur- 
*< face, within the Infertion of the Ligamentum 
" Cili&re, muft be reduc'd to a lefs Convexity .*• 
From hence it may be obfervable, that this in- 
genious Gentleman makes not only the Ligamentum 
Ciliare a Mufcle, according to Dr. Porterfield, but 
he ftill gives a much greater Power and Ufe to it, 
in alfo depreffing the CryftalHne, by means of its 
Capfula, &c . which, if we are not to fuppofe fuffi- 
cient of it felf, yet, at leaft, is fo reduced by the Wa- 
ter therein contain*d,on the Contra&ion orMotipn 
ofthefaid Ligamentum Ciliare, with the aqueods 
Humour from above as before mentioned. Thus the 
Opinions of the fattening of the Cr\ftalline,mth that 
of the tnufcular Motion of the Ligamentum Ciliare ,are 
both joined here, as well as that occafionally of the 
Cornea, for the proving more fully, Diftinft and 
Indiftinft Vifionat different Diftances. I think there is 
• hardly any occafion for my taking farther notice of 
the two firft, to wit, that of the tnufcular Motion of 
the Ligamentum Ciliare, than that I have already 
fnention'd in depreffing of the CataraEt, in the 
Difcourfe relating to Dr. Port erfie Id's Motions of 
the Eye ; that of the Alteration of Fo^m, or the 
flattening of the CryftalHne, by the fame for efaid 
Rules and Reafonings, likewife falling in courfe. 
Now, as to the contracting of the Extremity, or 
Edge of the Cornea, fo as to render this Tunic (oc- 
cafionally) more convex, we have obferved, that the 
Dodtor has judg'd proper to turn the Ridge or Pro- 
tuberance before fpoken of, into a Mufcle, to fup- 
port his Hypothecs the better; and fo to term it 
by the Name of the greater tnufcular Ring of the 
Uvea. But then I muft obferve to this very lear- 
ned and ingenious Perfon, that I differ greatly 
with him in the Anatomy* Situation, or Infertion of 
thefe Parts,_(as has beenhinted) and of this Ridge in 

par- 



Digitized by LjOOQ LC 



140 Some Thoughts on Dr. Jurin^ 

particular, which he .is pleafed to ptyce on the 
tranfparent Cornea; whereas I place it on the Scle- 
rotica, and that of the Ugamentum Ciliare&iW more 
Jo, as lying rather more backward, which he, how- 
ever, alfo places as the former, on the Cornea. 
Now, if fo, as I affirm it to be, (which muft be 
referred to the moft accurate Writers in Anatomy, 
or to the Examination and Infpe&ion of the beft 
Anatomiftsj if the Thing do not prove it felf, 
from Reafons before mention'd ; in fuch Cafe, I 
fay, fuppofmg this my Affertion to be Faft, the 
Cornea cannot then be drawn in and contracted ', or 
rendered any way more convex, as mentioned by 
our faid Author, unlefs he advances, that even 
admitting it to be as I have faid, inferted on the 
Sclerotica \ yet ftill fuppofmg it that way, by the 
Edge of this faid Tunic giving way, fo the Cornea 
immediately joining thereto, would alfo thereby 
be rendered more convex: But then I would oppofe 
fhe great Rigidity of that Tunic fometimes happen- 
ing, (as obferved by him) or as yet I would fup- 
pofe the entire Offification of fuch Circle, if not of 
that whole Tunic, as obfervable in fome Animals : 
This, I fay, will confequently deftroy this Syftem 
entirely, and all this very learned Author's mathe- 
matical Reafonings, and various Calculations there- 
on, will fall in courfe. We might probably be 
able to bring further Difficulties, as to the Thicknefs 
of the Cornea in fome Animals, as well as its making 
a greater part of a Sphere, &V. but I imagine I 
have here already faid fufficient, on the Improve < 
ments here made, more efpecially fince were 
more neceffary, I am call'd upon to have done. 

As to the Opinion this fame learned Perfon 
gives us of Dr. Pember ton, to wit, " That to fuit 
" the Eye to the neareft Objefts, one Surface of 
" the Cryftalline is to be rendered more convex, 

" while 
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" while the other grows flatter •, ■ and fuch 

" Alteration is fuppofed to be made by certain 
cc mufcular Fibres within the Subftance of the 
<c Cryftalline : But this Sentiment, (continues Dr. 
" Jurin) has not been fo fully explained, by the 
" learn'd Author, as we could wifh." I thought, 
indeed, to have taken fome further notice of the 
Invalidity of fhis Opinion alfo : But upon a fe- 
cond time accidentally looking into Dr. Porter- 
field?* Difcourfe*, which at firft reading, probably, 
I had not fo much attended to •, I there, however, 
found, on this fecond Perufal, that the faid inge- 
nious Dr. Porterfield had very fully anfwered that 
Opinion, tho* he, at the fame Time, mentions not 
the Author or Authors thereof; yet whether Dr. 
Pemberton fuppofes the Body of the Cryftalline to 
be adherent to its Capfula or Tunica Aranea, (as af- 
ferted by fome) is what we (as well as, probably, 
Dr. Porterfield alfo) are unacquainted with 5 and 
if fo, How and in what manner he proves fuch Ad- 
herence ? All which would feem neceflary to be 
known, to anfwer that Opinion moft properly. Nay, 
it is even affirm'd, that Dr. Jurin Iikewife fup- 
pofes fuch Adherence of this Body to its Capfula y 
yet by his flowing of the Water therein forward 
and backward^ one would imagine, he could not 
well fuppofe any great Adhejion ; or if any, he 
ought, indeed, plainly to have told us fo, the bet- 
ter to comprehend him. However, be thefe Opi- 
nions as they will, in this refpeft, they muft, I 
fay, from the forefaid Obfervation of Cataraffs, 
confequently vanifh. 

* In the Medical Eflay«. 



)igitized by \jjC 



14* Sme Thoughts on Dr. Jurin's 

2V.iB.Upon Information that there had fome En* 
quiry been made of that ingenious and accurate A- 
natomift Dr. Nicols, concerning the forefaid Coro- 
net pf the Uvea , Whether mufcular, &V ? He ac- 
quainted me that he had not had Time to fatisfy 
mat Queftion •, but that he imagined he had found 
out a new Mufcle in the Eye of an Ox, under the 
Tunica Conjunffiva, adherent to the Edges of the 
Sclerotica and Cornea, which he invited me to fee; 
and which I accordingly did, dried, tho' I have 
not yet properly examin'd it in the more natural 
State, without drying ; it, however, appears to 
be much of the tnufcular Kind \ and this would 
feem mnch better to have anfwered the forefaid 
Scheme of Dr. Jurin, and thus have ferv'd to a? 
mufe Mankind a little more, tho% I think, not 
to any great purpofe. Whilft then we were con- 
verfing on the Subjedt of this Organ, I acquainted 
Dr. Nicols with the * Conduits or AqueduBs I fup 
pofed in the Ligament urn Ciliare ; upon which he 
mform'd me that this was the Opinion of fHovius; 
30 which I replied, that I had not read or confu- 
ted him on that Subjeft ; and that it was my own 
proper Conje&ure. Well, faid he, but the World 
will with difficulty credit this, fuppofing that you 
cither have, or ought to have read him; for 
which reafon, faid he, it will be proper to fay 
fomething to the Publick on that Head. Thele 
Sheets being then, as I told him, already caft off, 
and the Prefs calling upon me to be expeditious, 
I fhall then only at prefent fay, that as to the 
Charge of not reading him, I very freely own, 
that when he firft appear'd, I fufpedted ftrongly, 
that there was little or nothing in him but what 
was borrovfd from others, as Ruyjh, fc?f. under 

whom 

• In Dr. Porterficlfs Difcourfc. 

+ Tra&atus decirculari humorum Motu in Oculis 

$ 
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whom, I judge, he ftudied, as I had done pretty 
near the fame time : and on turning his Book 
flightly over at the Bookfeller's, it confurmM mc 
ftill more in my Opinion and Indifference as to 
more ftri&ly perufing it, as well as that the Cuts 
appeared not much promising ; efpecially in the 
mrman Way, being only from Brutes or from Ruyjh% 
or what could be fuppofed any way new in him* 
feem'd rather Imagination than Demartftrafien ; or 
indeed to be truly difcovefd. Add to this, that I 
was at that time diverting my felf with other A- 
mufements, unlefs fomething had offered feeming- 
ly more inviting than this appeared to me to be. 
-It may even, perhaps, feem incredible tofome, I 
ihould not have look'd into Mr. Cbefelden\ fecond 
t>r later Editions, printed much longer time. 
Add to this, fo far as I have now writ, I might 
jndge I had no great occafion to examine many 
Books, as indeed I have not. In a word, I have 
i&nce look'd a little Haore into Hovius^ and do find 
no gpeaLt-Satisfafthn in him. Heifier in his par- 
ocular Griticifm poblifh'd on kirn, feems juftly 
to accufe him of having taken ma& of what is 
worth notice in him, from Rig/h* Nuchas , £&. 
And I doubt that what may be protended to bt 
bis vwn, will rather be found to be Imagination 
. than Demonftratim. The Certainty of the Nature 
©f the mmt$V$eU % Fibres* or Ramijicatiens, &c m 
difcovered by the ufe of a Micro/cope^ is not, I 
doubt, n&uch to be depended on. Rut at beft, at 
mod, or at worfi:, What<aw be iaid\? But that I 
have only /uppofid cr imagined a Thi^g, which he 
y>r&tends to have proved, towit* agueats Canals in 
the Ligammtum Giliane ; if lb, k:only more cer- 
tainly confirms the fwunGipal Opinion I advance, 
'Which, whether g©(^ or had, none,I dunk^can pre- 
tend to have faid before aaae,thau$, as to the Nature 

4 
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cf CataraSs ; and to which the former is on\yfub~ 
fervient. Now, from what I had faid many years 
before him, of the Sinus of Rau, which he alters 
in the Name, as he does many, or moft of the Parts 
he takes from Ruyjh, Nuckius, &c. as remarked by 
Heifter, I having, I fay, taken notice of that, as 
well as feveral other things in my {sad former Trea- 
tife, there was, I think, fufiicient for me, without 
any fuch help, to have made this Conjecture ; 
which in the mean time, I only advance, as a Con- 
jecture, as to which I am not now a bit better fatis- 
fy'd with his intended Demonftrations, than I was 
before I examin'd him. 

The fame Gentleman facetioufly ask'd, and ve- 
ry juftly obferv'd to me, " What, fays be, do you 
44 write Books for ? Since, continues be, they are 
<c either good, or they are bad ; if the latter, you 
• c only give your Enemies a greater Opportunity 
<c of tearing you to pieces ; and if the former, you 
" do but create thereby a greater number of frefh 
<c Enemies ; nay, the better it is, the more Ene- 
4C mies you consequently make ; that you make 
" ten Enemies to one Friend ; and that one Ene- 
cc my injures you more than ten Friends do you 
€€ good." So even the greateft Virtue it felf is 
ever the moft liable to this. Thefe, I am very fen- 
fible, are but too certain Truths to be denied. 
Mankind, in general, being much too apt, narrow- 
ly, intereftedly or malicioufly to imagine, that what 
Credit they allow to thcirNtigbbour (if notinterefted 
in him) is afubftraBing, or a taking away fo much 
Reputation from tbemfelves. Thus , if there be any 
Exception from this fo general and but too certain 
Maxim, it will be in extremely few Cafes ; as 
where the Generality are highly diverted^ or fome- 
how believe themfelves to be interejied therein. But 
in Cafes where an Author feems any way to be at- 
tempting the vppqfing of Error ^ there, I believe, it 

will 
5 
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^i\\ be found unqueftionably true, that he will be 
haded with a double Portion of this unvariable 
Rule. And now, this being the true State of the 
Cafe ; and that I muft as undoubtedly be ranged 
with thefe laft mentioned, it may readily enough 
be imagined, I fhould have confider'd this; 
or at leaft, offer fome Reafon for my going 
on herewith. I can only now fay then, that 
fuch Advice indeed was plainly given me too late ; 
fince moft of this Book was already printed off, and 
cbnfequently not to be recalled ; being already in 
the Hands of the Bookfeller. What Shall, or can 
I then further offer in my own Behalf, unlefs it be 
this of the firft great Rule and Law of Nature, to 
Wit, that offe defendendOi 

P. S. The moft fhrewd Money-getting Prafti- 
tioners readily - laugh at, and warily pretend to a- 
void the Writing of Books, in their own Way es- 
pecially •, and fo affeft to ridicule and defpife the 
writing of them in general ; particularly of fome 
of thofe of the Pfofeflion, upon the Spot with 
them. I cannot but agree that fuch Pra&itioners, 
no doubt, reafon the moft fecurely as to themJ 
/elves ; fince, as fome moft juftlV obferve, there 9 s 
Much more got by the writing of Bills, than by the 
writing of Books. Neverthelefs,howfoever well thefe 
learned Gentlemen rriay reafon as td their own 
Particulars \ yet it is, no doubt,e'en full as certain- 
ly true, that they are not like ever to inftruS^ in- 
form or improve Mankind much in this Way ; 
neither feems it indeed to be the leaft of their 
thought, or Care. And as to the prefent Benefit 
the World reaps from them, this muft be left to 
them and their Friends to make the proper Gafc 
culations of that j fo to render Mankind fuffi- 
JLi eienf Jy 
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ciently fenfible thereof. The real Knowledge of 
Pra&itioners is beft, or almoftonly to be known, 
in difficult, intricate, or complicated Cafes, princi- 
pally to be difcovered by thofe of fuperiour Know- 
ledge in the Profeflion, when concern'd with them 
in Praftice : And now I cannot omit adding, 
that had Ratcliff himfelf been capable and willing, 
to have left fome ufeful, improving InftruRi- 
ons in Writing, in this way, for Mankind to 
have follow'd, for their further Relief and Pre- 
fervation, he would thus, I fay, fiave done infi- 
nitely more Service to the World, than by any Ufes 
he put all bis Fortune to, which he left behind 
him. 

In fine, I cannot alfo omit obferving, if my 
Reader imagines, (in this way) any more than in 
many others, that the Knack of attaining to a 
great Fortune (promoted by Friends or other- 
wife) and that of attaining to Knowledge, are 
infeparable, and in effeft the fame Talents, he 
may poflibly, fooner or later, find himfelf mif- 
taken. Neither feems it necefiary to. fay much, 
concerning the Advancements made in this Pro- 
feflion, by fuch who have made the largeft For- 
tunes therein. 

And now I am thoroughly fatisfied, that fome 
of my Readers will be ready enough to ob- 
ferve, my being over-apt to fpeak too many 
bold Truths ; I fliall only then add, that I could 
have faid many more, no way inferiour to thefe ; 
and that he who inclines not, or dares not to fpeak 
any, may fafely put all the good he is like to do 
in this World, into his own Pocket. 



CONt 
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CO NC.ERNI NG 

Mr. SHARPS Book 

ON TH E 

Operations of Surgery, 

Containing fome 

Explanatory Notes thereon } , Sec, 

IlmaginM it to have been hardly neceflary, to 
take any notice of this junior Pra&itioner Mr. 
Sharp \ more efpecially fince he feems to be great- 
ly in his Mafter Cbefelderfs way of Thinking, af- 
ferting much to the like purpofe ; and that he owes 
(as he obferves) all his Knowledge to him the Or- 
nament of the ProfeJJion. Now, conjecturing I 
might already have faid enough of the Mafter •, I 
concluded that might have been fufficient -, but as 
this young Pradlitioner feems inclinable (as I un- 
derftand) that I fhould take fome notice of him* 
by his Enquiry, Why I do not mention him like- 
wife, who has writ fo lately , &c ? I am thus now 
even inclinable to take fome little Cognizance of 
him alfo, by the few following Hints, as a Spe- 
cimen, if further fhould be worth out or the pub* 

L a Ink 
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lick Regard. I know not whether he has fo far 
learn'd from his Mafter, as that Gentleman fays, 
he would as willingly that any one writ of him {or con- 
trary to his Sentiments) as not. I freely own, I in 
the mean time fufpe£t, our prefent Author may 
judge chat my mentioning him may poffibly be of 
fome ufe, by making him fo much the more heard 
of,which is a principal Affair; thus rendering him 
fome how confidcrable, by placing him with fo 
much good Company, even with his own Mafter, 
fcfr. together with my Explanatory Notes or Hints 
of his Work : For to have taken no Notice of 
him, might probably have appear'd, or been 100- 
Jlrued, as an Inclination to the Jinking him, as Au- 
thors often do, when they incline not fuch an Au- 
thor in particular fhould be heard of Now, whe- 
ther he may naturally not prove over-weighty, fo 
as able to fwim of himfelf, is, what I will not 
abfolutcly pretend to determine ; yet, be that as it 
will, I have refolved (according to his feeming In- 
clination) to affift him with the Benefit of a few 
of my Plumes, or Feathers, more certainly to help 
and contribute to his more effeftual fwimming ; and 
thus to coaft it along, fo to render him more uni- 
verfally known and feen ; the great and advantage- 
ous Article in this World. 

Some, indeed, are of Opinion we fhould not 
trouble our felves to corredt Juniors \ or if we 
do, to ufe them very gently, according to their 
years •, firice it would be cruel, fay they, to 
handle them over-roughly, with thtjinewy Paws of 
Experience and mature Knowledge, I would there- 
fore, rather choofe to methodize him in ^paternal 
way •, and to ufe the Rod more fparingly, with 
a parental Affedtion towards him ; becaufe it is 
Hill to be hoped he may mend, and acknowledge 
his Errors, &?c. Since there feems, as yet, to be 

fome 
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fome Hopes in his Face, he not appearing to be 
quite of the abandoned kind. A little friendly Cor- 
rection may therefore poffibly be as ytt of ufe to 
him^ and do Yiimgood^ by fome what humbling too 
great a Share of Vanity, fhould that be the Cafe. 
Nay, if fuch^will over-forwardly enter the Lifts, 
with thofe of Experience and Years, .without the 
leaft Ceremony or Caution, they muft (from 
fuch) expett their Play. Yet it is well if this young 
Hero do not appear as a Champion for Men more 
in Years, perhaps, even befides his Mafier \ for 
which laft I do not fo much blame him. It would 
probably appear hard to call in queftion his being 
the fole Author of that notable Treatife ; and yet it 
would, methinks, feem no lefs hard or unreafon- 
able, to fuppofe one of his Tears and Experience , 
to be fo very rafh, forward or indifcreet, as to 
publifh a whole Body or Work of this Kind (to 
teach and inftrudl all his Fraternity) without, at 
leaft, confulting his Mafter thereon (the Ornament) 
which I think there can be no reafon to doubt of, 
from the Acceptance of the Dedication, as well 
as that of their very good Underftanding, his 
Mafter, asking me alfo if I had feen it on its 
Publication, &c. So that it feems beyond doubt, 
to have been look'd over, and approved by him 
in particular, if not the very original Beftgn taken 
from him, fince this Author allows he owes all to 
him, 13c Neither appears it to be altogether im- 
probable that fome other of the Scioli of his Ac- 
quaintance, whether of Hofpjtal or , might 

indulgently incline to encourage his Years, and 
thus humanely to glance their learned and knowing 
Eyes over it. This feems, indeed, to be in fome 
Meafure confirmed by the excellent Character and 
Recommendation they give thereof fince its Appear r 
ance in publick. Thus it may not poffibly be a 
L 3 very 
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very unfeafonable Query, whether it may not, per-? 
haps, be attacking a whole Pojfe of Old Soldier s 7 
in ambit/cade, in attempting to fay any Thing of 
this junior Author; and were we to fuppofethefe 
Matters to be otherwife, it might, perhaps, look 
too like a calling of his common Senfe too much 
in qucjiion* in not having confulted proper Per- 
fons, no more than Books, on fucb Occajion •, yet 
be that as it will, we intend to prefent the Reader 
with a fmall Specimen hereof : And tho* the Subjedl 
of the Eye be moft proper for the Difcourfes be- 
fore mentioned, yet we will fay a Word or two 
further here. In fine, on fome principal Parts of 
that Work, feemingly very neceffary for a junior 
Surgeon's Belief \ for which Reafon we have 
judged it moft requifite to throw it into 



The junior Surgeon's Tenets or Beliefs 

BEING 

\4 Foundation/or improving the Second or Third 
Edition of Orthodox Operations in Surgery. 

Imprimis, I do fincerely and verily believe that 
my Mafter, who makes Intereft for me, and there- 
by gets me into an Hofpital, is an 4 * Ornament n 
to the * " Profeffton ;" and that the reft of the 
World will be of the fame Opinion. 

zdly, I do likewife believe and affirm, {as in out 
Preface) " That the Methods of operating in 5«r- 

« gery, 

*N.B. The Words or Sentences betwixt inverted Comma's, 4 '" 
are the fame as in our Author. Thofe in Italick are more pro- 
perly the Purport or Senfe of our Author, than his Arid Words. 
The Roman Character is rnoit properly our Explanatory No^es 
on the whole. 



. 
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cc gery y have of late Tears been exceedingly improved 
<c in England, and that there is no Treat if e on that 
<c Subjett written in our Language ;" and that " Fo- 
tc reigners lie under great Difadvantage, from their 
<c Ignorance ofthefe Improvements ;" they being al- 
fo, in " their manner of defcribing an Operation \ fo 
<c very minute^ and in general fo little pleafmg ;" 
that we judge it no way neceflary to except any 
one of them, whether ancient ox modern. 

%dly, We do alfo believe, that tho* Frere Jaque 

by " Certificate of his Succefs at Verfailles, where 

" he cut thirty eight, without lofing one \ " y^p 

that all this is not fo extraordinary and improv- 

ing, or fo good a Method as oar's: tho* we never 

pretended to have cut above thirty without any 

one dying ; and we are of Opinion, that we, and 

our Mafter^ have fucceeded equally in much a- 

bout the fame Number ; being agreed not to cavil 

about one or two, more or lefs : And thus it is 

we believe and prove Foreigners to learn of us, 

not we of them *. 

4/&/y, Introdufl. page 3. I do likewife believe, 
c< that a Fungus, or proud Flefh, frequently efteemed 
4t an Evil" tho\ " in Truth ," we conhder it a 
neceflary " conjlant Attendant to the healing of 
" Wounds. "And that dry Lint, or other dreffing, 
feem not neceflary, or to be varied as occafion 
may require : Nor that Wounds in a good Habit 
of Body will heal without Lint, or any thing elfe. 
6, We do further believe, " that nofirft drejfing af- 
" ter Accident or Operation fhould be applied Jn lefs 
L 4 " than 

* And as we have obferved, that the Surgeons of the Hofpitals 
in Paris were probably unwilling to learn of one not regularly bred 
to the Profeffion ; fo, for the like Reafon, why fhould we allow 
that we learn of a Foreigner or any elfe? Or, Why (hould not we 
have as great Capacity, (to reafon infuch manner) even, at leaft, 
as much as any Foreigners whatfoever ? 
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4C than three Days-" without the lead Regard to great 
Plenitude, Conftitution, Place, Climate or Seafon. 
xo. And that " Oil and Vinegar" are beft for all 
Inflammations as a Difcutient, excepting to the Face 
" only warm Milk. 1 1. And we do further believe, 
that when " Suppuration has not kindly advanced; 
c< Bleeding has fome times quickned exceedingly* 9 
which Nature would not have done fo foon without 
it. 14. As alfo, That " Theriac outwardly applied, 
" and Cordials inwardly " is the bell for the "Cure of 
c < Gangrene. 25. And that " Injection* 1 being of no 
uje fcC in Abfcefs" fo confequently it is of no Ufe 
fh Gonorhoea. And we do likewife affirm, that 
the Virtues of Medicines cannot more enter the Pores , 
Sinus's, cut, or open Veffcls, when warm, and Jo more 
Liquid, than when thick and cold, yet in Winter we 
allocs a little warming, poiTibly only for the fake 
of the Dodils lying more clofe to eacii other, 

26. We do alfo believe, that " Bafilicon" at all 
Times, and in all Parts of the Body, even in Legs 
and Feet, is the beft Defenfative over the drejfing in- 
ftead of Plaifters, as being better to keep on the Dr ef- 
fing, as well as the Skin foft, ftnce they rather caufe 
Inflammation \ and as to Ointments in Wounds or 
Abfceffes (it is to be obferved) that they are only 
to be ufed when there is occafion, as others always 
did before us. 27. And we do further fincerely 
and truly believe Air has not that ill Effeff on Sores, 
and that the open Air in the Country, and that of 
a Prifon or an Hofpital, tho* e'er fo bad a Situa- 
tion, as well as a Multitude of Patients, with ma- 
lignant Maladies, in a great and populous City, is 
all the fame ; and that peftilential Air, Sinks, or 
Damps of Wells, Coal-pits or Mines, &V. fo com- 
xnonly remark'd, and faid to have kill'd many Peo- 
ple, is all falfe, and a meer vulgar Error ; and 
we do aflert that all fuch Air is much the fame, 

and 
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and equally harmlefs, or is altogether as healthful as 
the free, open,clear, ferene Country Air is on Cattle, 
to wit, that of a hail, rugged, and (altogether well 
aceuftom'd) unpamper'd Conftitution *. 32. That 
Bafilicon (as has been faid) is equally good to 
Feet and Legs, as it is to other Parts ; and that 
on neceffary occafions we are only difcretionally 
" to ufe Turpentine" Aq. Calcis, Aq. Phagedanica^ 
Tinff. Myrrha y Alum. UJl. Vitriol. Lun. Cauftic. 
Lap. infernal, red Pr<ecipitat. &c. mix'd or dry, 
more or lefs to be ufed, as gthers have always 
done. 36. In cancerous Ulcers as " other n 
Surgeons likewife have experienced or difcove- 
red, who fhall be namelefs, being according 
to our approved Method of difliking and care- 
fully avoiding to name Names, or to feem to be 
obliged to, or borrow, or fteal from any one; 
it being our much approved Method of Writing, as 
if all our own, and that we learn from no body >butQur 
own Ornament^ who furely never learn'dof any one* 
And thus we obferve, (in fuch Cafe) that the lefs 
tampering is the beft^ and fo we would ufe dryLint\ 
yet we find it fometimes beneficial to tamper a 
little as yet, with our dear Bajilicon^ 6?r. but a 
Word to the Wife is fufficient, " and the befi way 
44 therefore is to be guided by the Patient what Me- 
44 dicines to continued" 38. Neither do we ima- 
gine that we can a heal Ulcers too foon, by c< lying 
44 much a-bed •" and poflibly thus penning up too 
much, or too foon, a Superfluity of Humours, 
which may confequently load, deftroy or opprefs 

fome 

# And fo far my Reader mud furely allow, that fuch Obfer- 
vations mult be of great ufe to Foreigners, when they come to 
know them. 

t As to the Schirrous and Cancerous Cafes, vide what has 
been faid on that Head, in the end of the Difcourfe on Mr. Cbt- 
felden. y 
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fome other more noble Part. 43. So, by way of 
Prevention, in Inflammations, or Mortifications 
" bleed and clyfter," as others both Foreign and 
Englifh (without further notice) have done before 
us. 47. And for " carious Bones, '• we do be- 
lieve that the beft thing is "dry Lint" orJDoffils dipt 
infcntture of Myrrh, as all others, whether Fo- 
reigners, or Countrymen, have It i J 1 ufed before 
us. 48.We likewife "in Burns" do believe, our pre- 
cious " Baftlicon " to be greatly "ufeful" and that 
Mel Saponis or Honey with Soap, is not advifable, 
or at all to be ufed. Page 10. On " Gaftrorapbf* 
where the Omentum protrudes, to cut off fo much 
as fhall be mortified before you replace it, as all 
others who have pretended to any Knowledge in 
Surgery, (whether Foreigners or Countrymen) 
have ever pra&ifed, from the Beginning of the 
World to this prefent time. 18. So in " Bubono- 
cele," or Rupture, plentiful Bleeding and Clyfiers 
repeated, one after another three or four times , be- 
ing a Praftice juft found out by us, qr fome other 
Practitioners time out of mind before us, whofe 
Names we have forgot * 19. As well as our 
Method of Poultifing in fuch Cafes. 22. Now, as 
to "leaving fome Part of agangrend Omentum? 
particularly without any Ligature, to interrupt or 
hinder the Communication to the found Parts next 
thereto, we do verily believe it to be far " the beft 
"Method? and that the[reft of the Operation 
ought to be perform'd,as others have done f before 

' us 

* And thus you cannot but fee, we teach all both at home 
and abroad, what they were greatly unacquainted with before. 
v f N.B. Being urged (as has been obferved) from the Prefs, ta 
have done, 1 had not Time to go on with tbefe Notes methodically 
(bad that otberwfe been necejfary) and fo haw taken the Liberty 
of touching only % on fome particular Parts. 
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us. 70. So likewife to cut for the " Fiftula in 
44 Ano" as others have hitherto generally done ; 
as well as that we, as they, occafionally judge pro- 
per, C4 to ufe the Spunge-Tent where the Orifices are 
"too finally We believe the " Knife and Sciffars 
46 the moft bandy Inftruments, almofi all others that 
44 have been invented to facilitate the Work, are not 
44 only difficult to manage , but more painful to the 
44 Patient? And we do at the fame time verily 
and fincerely believe, that an Inftrument may be 
found to be of Angular Ufe and Repute with the 
fenior Surgeon of St. Bartholomew's Hofpital, and 
of very great Effect for the cutting of incom- 
pleat Fiftula's there ; and yet be entirely ufelefs 
£t G#/s, St. Thomas's, and Chelfea Hofpitals, or 
even poflibly with the junior Surgeons of St. Bar-* , 
tholomew 9 s, or with any body elfe. 93. I do alfo 
affirm and believe, that in relation to our Method 
of cutting for the Stone 5 that all Accounts of this 
Operation which are more full, or particular, than 
that given by us, is quite idle and ufelefs ; and 
that the Account given by Dr. Douglas, tho' more 
full, is minute, tedious and tirefome, being over- 
particular, 13 c. And tho* fome, 'tis true, who 
really incline, or intend to perform this Opera- 
tion, may not be fo apt to judge a Defcription too 
full, and over-minute and particular, when ftill 
confident with Truth ; yet, to fuch who already 
can, or that know how to perform it, or thofe 
who want and defire only to have a general Notion 
thereof, fo as to be able to chat, or talk a little on 
fuch Subjeft, our Account then, muft furely be 
fufficient. And we do, in our Confcience, ftill 
further, truly, fincerely and faithfully believe, 
that we cannot mifs moft certainly cutting the 
Parts we particularly mention, and none elfe ; fince 
neither the different Preffure (from the holding of 

the 
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the Staff) nor that externally on the Skin or Inte- 
guments by the Fingers, can make any Variation, 
no more than the abfolute Certainty always of the 
Hand which Cuts; nor can there be any fuch thing, 
as the more or lefs Aiding or flaming of the Knife, 
with us : Neither does the Thicknefs, or Fatnefs 
of the Parts of fome, fo as to be lefs fix'd or un- 
certain, fignify any thing as to that, nomorethan 
the Lufus Nature or the particular Wantonnefs of 
Nature in the placing of her Parts either higher 
or lower in Situation, or Infertion -, whether they 
be Mufcles, Ligaments or Veffels. All thefe, we 
fay, and do firmly believe, can make no manner 
of Difference, as to our Certainty of always cutting 
the very fame Parts, we fo particularly have de- 
fcribed, and none elfe : Nor that even all the 
Smugglings or exceflive Strainings, Shifting, or 
Heaving, which any Patient can be fuppofed to 
make, can fignify any thing as to that. And 
nowj as for the Operations of fearching, the leffer 
and greater apparatus , the High Operation, as 
well as that of the extracting the Stone from 
Women, we do believe it the beft Way to have 
followed, borrowed or dole ; and fo to have given 
the World much the fame Account from o- 
thers, as they have much more fully done before 
us, without hardly thinking them worth the nam- 
ing, but rather chufe to give fuch Accounts as 



our own *. 



157. " In defer ibing the Nature of Cat afaSI \ it 
has hitherto been a pofitive Maxim laid down by 
Oculijis of every Nation, that there is one cer- 
tain Stage of the Diftemper, in which only the 
Operation is proper \ and this State of the Difeafe 



* And confequently the Difcovery of all this, mult be of fin- 
gular Ufe to Foreigners. 
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" is /aid to be the Maturity of the Cataraft." , 

And particularly believed and obferved to be lb 
by us of Guy's or Chelfea, the great Improvers of 
thefe Affairs, as well as that of the Knowledge and 
Cure of all the other Maladies incident to the hu- 
man Body. Neither do we in the leaft mind or 
believe what any others mayjiave faidor writ on 
this Subjeft, of their having fucceeded well before 
ripe, even were they Writers on the Spot, Nay, 
were they to prove to us, that it has even been 
done by our Hand (or that of our Patron) and 
that neither of us, even to this very Minute 
know any thing at all of the Matter, of any fuch 
Succefs, as fome may be ready to alledge or affirm. 
158. Thus " they have compared it to the Ripenefs 

" of Fruit S, which at that time flip their Shell. 

" "They fay the Difeafe upon its firji Invafton gradu- 
" ally liquifies the Humour ;" yet, tho'" they fay" 
fo, or who they are who fay fo, whether it be o- 
thers befides our fclves in Southward or at Chelfea 
or who elfe it is, is not material ; it being fuffi- 
cient, that " they fay" fo. 159. We dolikewife be- 
lieve, that the " Glaucoma" cannot principally be 
a Difeafe of the Vitreous, as well as at the fame 
time an Afteftion of the Cryftalline, not altoge- 
ther fo opaque " as the Cataraff." Now,"yJ#* then 
" Glaucoma is no other Difeafe than a Cataraft we 
4C muft at once difcard the Diftinftion of thofe two 
<c Diftempers ; M and fo without the leaft Ceremo- 
ny, upon our own proper Authority, call it the 
fame ; and alfo couch, or remove it in the like 
manner. Thus " the Dijlin&ion of a true and falfe 
" Cataraft will appear equally frivolous, and confe- 
€< quently the Sub-divifions compriz'd under this loft, 
" fuch as the Vague, the Milky, the Purulent, the 
" Doubtful, the Membranous, the Fibrous, the Sba- 

« king, 
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* 4 king, and more in the Books of this Difeafe, moft 
44 of which are Names that puzzle the Memory, 
cc without informing the Under/landing i and indeed 
44 have no Foundation in nature" 

1 60. Thus " the white arefuppofed Milky J' (not 
from their breaking alfo, as a Curd ;) " the greeH 
and yellow horny" as the beft or pe^rl-coloured 
likewife are, when very old. And tho* the 
44 black Cataraft " has been defer ibed very parti- 
cularly by moft Authors, yet I dare fay, and do 
folemnly declare, that they have been moft grofly 
miftaken therein ; fince in a " Gutta Serena, where 
44 no Difeafe appearing, (that we know) the Pupil 
44 feems black, as in a natural State \" as moft juft- 
]y and exactly obferved by us at Gufz, &c. and 
that there is no Shrinking, or preter-natural Con- 
traction of the Iris, with great Clearnefs of the 
Cryftalline, as afferted by Foreign, as well as Do- 
meftick Authors -, and therefore that 44 Gutta Se- 
44 rena" in plain Englijh a Serene Drop, muft be 
Hack \ and confequently that " Glaucoma, Gutta 
44 Serena, and black Cataraft," are all the fame 
thing. And whatever Foreign Author there may 
be, (tho' of the very beft Credit) who aflerts, that 
he has even beyond his Expeftation, couch'd the 
black CataraSl with Succefs, we do believe it to be 
utterly falfe, and that the Truth is not in him. — 
162. And thus "the Operation of the Milky Ca- 
" tar aft is faljly faid never to fucceed •" for faying 
which we alio declare, that the Truth is not in 
them ; nor matters it who it was faid fo, fince it 
was they, that faid fo. " Of this (kind then) 
there are two forts V s and thus tho 5 we have " dif 
44 carded the Diftinftion, the frivolous Sub-divifion, 
44 fuch as the Milky, &V." yet we think and believe 
it altogether proper to "fubdivide " even that fort 
or any other, as occafion ferves us. 164. And 

we 
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we further believe, that " we cannot well do with- 
" out the Speculum Oculi " in couching ; becaufe o- 
thers of Repute never ufe it. We verily believe 
alfo, that in the next Edition of our Operations, 
we (hall in the fame manner asr in " Cataracts," re- 
duce all Hernia's or Ruptures, of whatfoever kind, 
to one Sort only. 165. And now, as to the 
" cutting of the his, there are two Cafes where this 
«' Operation may be offome Service ; one, when the 
" Cataract is from its Adhefton immoveable. — This 
" I have fpoke of in the preceding Chapter, and con- 
" fider it as a Species ofBlindnefsnot to be relieved : 
" But Mr. Chefelden has invented a Method of 
" making an artificial Pupil, by flitting the Iris, 
< c which may relieve." 161. " The Operation can 
" hardly be advifed, though I once did it with Suc- 
" cefs on a P erf on who had been blind thirty Tears." 
And tho' thefe excellent Sententious Remarks of 
ours, may appear a little like crofs-purpofing, or 
fome-how contntdi&ory to one another •, yet we 
do fincerely and verily believe them to be very 
true, and cxaftly confiftent with each other. 1 66. 
Nay, we do even believe, and allow the " Speculum 
Oculi" to be as " abfolutely necefjary here, " as 
the Speculum Ani may be in all fuch lik^Cafes, 
for facilitating the Entry of the Pipe, a£. 161. 
€€ this Operation, by what I have few, B&s anfwe- 
" redbeft in Adhefton oftheCryftalline, tho\ tofpeak 

" truly, veryfeldom even there.* I once "per- 

" formed it with tolerable Succefs ; and a few 
" Months after the Orifice contrasted and brought 
" on Blindnefs again.* " And thus we do truly be- 
lieve, that all this fo very ingenioufly and well 
put together, no Man can find any difficulty in, 
or in the leaft any way doubt of. 163. We do 

alfo 

* J h l s , { f cms fomewha t to confirm what I before hinted 
•n this Subjec\ ^n the Difcourfe of Mr. Chefelden. 
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alfo affirm and believe, " that the Ancients" 
gave the Name of cc Uvea to the Choroides? not be- 
caufe its dark Colour is like that of a full ripe dark 
Grape, but rather from the imperfeft, unripe* 
green Grape ; becaufe fotnewhat of the greenifh 
Colour has been obferved in fome Part of this 
Membrane in fome Brutes * 

And I do further believe, that all the Opera- 
tions on the Ey$s, which are fo Very numerous 
in moft Authors on that Subjeft, are all mod ju- 
diciouQy to be reduced and comprehended under 
the three Operations already publifhed by us ; 
the principal of which three, the World is fo high- 
ly and moft particularly obliged and indebted fof 
to our never fufficiently to be prais'd Matter, that 
Angular Improver and great Ornament of the 
Profeffion % and thus in reducing all to thefe three, 
we cannot believe it in the leaft neceflfary to fpeak 
of or to publifli any more Operations on the Eye j 
nor of any more Inftruments, than thole we have 
mentioned and approv'd of: Neither do we think 
or believe, that Oculifts or Operators for the 
Eyes, ftiould be at liberty to makfe Ufe or Choice 
of any other kind of Needles, than that we ap- 
prove qf, or that of our moft admirable f Knife, 
fo judicroufly invented by the Ornament of the 
Profeffion : Nor do we believe or think that any 

Senior 

* And thus the Reader cannot but agree that Foreigners will 
be vaftly improved on the Dilcovery of all this Heap of 
Knowledge to them. 

t And tho' fome malicioufly infinuate, that this well-con- 
triv'd Knife will certainly wound and cat (unneceflkrily) the 
Humours, as well as Tunicks, much more than any Needle; 
and on the ufing it in the operating to make the Pupil, evert 
cut the Orifice where it enters, ftill more than at firft ; thus 
letting out a greater Quantity of the aqueous Humour, cifr. yet 
'tis enough that 'tis our Matter's new Invention, and therefore 
the beft, being a very notable Improvement, as well as the O- 
peration, as we have moil clearly demonftrated. 
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Senior, or other Surgeoo, ought fomuch as to fee, 
far lefs to make choice of any other kind of Inftru- 
ment, than thofe already mention'd and approved 
by us •, fince there can not any Variation be al- 
]ow*d* as where an Inftrument may juftly be pre- 
ferr'd to another ; whether from the Ufe, Mi- 
nutenefs, or Largenefs of Parts ; or as the Judg- 
ment of the mod experienced Surgeon would pre- 
tend to. 

Neither can we believe that mentioning the 
manner of performing that excellent Operation 
of the Drum of the Ear, originally and folely 
invented by that grsat Improver of Surgery, our 
own fo celebrated Mafter, can be any way here 
neceflary to be related, fince already fo very well 
known to the learned World, both for its Orna- 
ment and Angular ufe. 

• And as to the great Ufagd of dry Lint, fo very 
much recommended by us in frefh Wounds, and 
on which we value our felves fo highly, we cannot 
by any means believe or allow, that Garengeot* 
or any other, ever ufed or recommended it before 
us*. 

Neither do we believe that any thing material^ 
to be borrowed from any ancient Authq^E and 
nothing at all from the Moderns ; and fcrwe can- 
not 

* And thus we extremely admire Simplicity and Plaianefe 
in Practice, which is furdy highly commendable ; nor do we 
ever over-do it, even when we advile only cold Water in a vio- 
lent Bruife of the Leg, tho' attended with a Rheumatic Hu- 
mour, cjfr. and ifitmifs, it may fome time or other hit, with- 
out the ufe of other Evacuations, &c- Thus the rendering 
of Pra&ice eafy, is mighty praife- worthy. Are we not well in* 
form'd cf one of notable Title, who makes no Ceremony to af- 
6rm to his Patient, that in Inflammations or Piles, the ufe of 
all Ointments are alike ? that is, that one is as good as t'other ; 
tho' upon Tryal of fome good Woman's Ointment fuch ailing 
Perfon has experimentally found the Opinion not infallible. 

M 
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not confider Ambr. Pari, Aquapcndent, and HiU 
danujj but as very tedious, tirefome, ttoublefome 
Fellows, not in the leaft worth our Notice •, nor 
any Knowledge or Inftruments that can be pre- 
tended to be pick'd from them, any more than 
from Scultetus, Girault, or Guillemau, or from any 
Authors, on the Eyes in particular, no more than 
from the Edinb. Med. Effays, &V. And even 
were there any thing to be found in any of them, 
v/e cannot be of Opinion, that we ought fo much 
as to have it in the leaft thought or furmiz'd, 
that we ever borrpw, fteal or learn from any 
one ; far lefs, to be fo very mean as to name any 
fuch, we may privately have been obliged to. 

And we do therefore, verily and fincerely be- 
lieve, thn.t the wife Maxim , fo juftly approved of 
by thofe before us, in relation to the utter fink- 
ing of Authors, by not mentioning them (& 
wife Gamefters do their Money in a bye Poc- 
ket, when they incline to hide their Gains) is 
truly and fincerely the moft laudable, and high- 
ly commendable Method for any Author, who 
would pretend to thrive in the World. And thus 
Accordingly to filch or fteal from all or any one, 
and W*he fame time to name none, unlefs to flight 
or find feult, even with the very beft of Writers; 
and thus, I fay, moft fagacioufly to retail all as our 
. own, not allowing that we owe the leaft Obliga- 
tion to any, unlefs to that Angular Improver of 
our Art, whom we fo fortunately ferved our Time 
to. And as we believe and know, that no Eng- 
HJhman ever writ Operations before us ; we do at , 
the fame time aver, believe and affirm, that P. { 
Low, given as an Inftance, was actually and 
bona fids a. Scotchman, as he ftiles himfelf, and con- 
fequently was no Englijhman ; tho' it is true in- 
deed, Scotch as he was, he writ Surgery and Ope- 
rations, with the manner of performing them, as 

well 
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Well as to give the Cuts of 'em, together with 
the Inftrurnents, &V. yet now, whether on Re- 
count of the Language, or otherwife, is by all 
knowing Bookfellers thrown by amongft their 
Wafte-paper ; and confequently muft be notori- 
ouQy falfe ; which is fo malicioufly infinuated by 
our Enemies, that it is a far better Book than our 
own, fo very frefh, fpack and fpan-new, juft now 

Cibliflied by us in a frefh and fafhionable Stile and 
anguage ; for the want of which, with the great , 
Knowledge and Improvements contained therein, 
all Foreigners have hitherto been at fo very great 
a Lofs. 

We do likewife believe, for the further Inftruc- 
tion of Mankind, whether Foreign or Domeftick, 
that Propofals for the printing of new Opera- 
tions, by a junior Student in Surgery of 15, with 
the proper Affiftance of a School-mafter, a 
Bookfeller, an Inftrument-rnaker, and an Engra- 
ver ; will be of great ufe, a very excellent and 
moft valuable Piece, far preferable to any hither- 
to publilhed. It is indeed to be colledted, or (un * 
der the Rofe) to be privately borrow'd from Char- 
riere^ Garengeot, or Le Clerc ; fome one moire 
particularly, or from all of them together ; tho* 
at the fame time to have the Words and Subftance 
fo very carefully, and moft artfully tranfpofed 
from thefe tedious, tirefome, infipid Foreigners ; 
and to be fo beautifully tranfplanted into our own 
Phrafeology and Language ; indeed fo excellent** 
ly tranflated, tranfmography'd and blended the 
one with the other, by the great Skill, Art and 
Learning of our School-mafter and junior Sur- 
geon, as that no Mortal fhall be able to difcover 
but that it is an entirely Englijh Production, with- 
out the leaft Obligation to any Foreigner, or any 
body elfe whatfoever ; which fhall at the fame 
M 2 time 
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time be & very; xurioufly ernbelliihed with Cop. 
pcr-plates, of the Inftruments ; iuch a* the Sra* 
ver^and Inftrument-maker (hall judge moft pro- 
per, as well as in like manner approved by our 
junior Surgeon and Bookfeller ; to that there will 
hardly be a Youngfter in Town or Country, who 
will not hugely crave, and highly wifh to have 
it ; nay, that the bufy unthinking world in gene- 
ral, will be greatly fond thereof, and confequent- 
ly muft turn to a very extraordinary Account. 

And I do further and fincerely believe, that the 
beft Method of difpofing of our Books, is at * a 
Coffee-houfe, much frequented by our Props or Pil- 
lars, Friends, and the Ornament of the Profeflion, 
by reafon of the many comfortable, gentle, pufli- 
fick and fciolifick refrefhing Gales, which are 
continually blown from every Corner and Point 
of the Compafs there, fo very advantageoufly dh 
redted to carry them on their profperous Voyage 
all around our Nation. 

And we likewife aflert and moft firmly believe, 
that a Treatife on the Operations of Surgery , as ours 
is term'd, does not infer all the Operations ; nei • 
ther need we to have faid, fome or part of the O- 
peratiolfe •, finCe we our felves very well know 
what we ; mean, or that we would be at*. Nor 
can we be of Opinion it could be any way necef- 
fary, to have put into a Treatife on the Operations 
*f Surgery, Phlebotomy, or Arteriotomy, Appli- 
cation of Leeches, or that of Cupping, Iflues, or 
Setons, Tongue-tying and Cutting of the Gums 
in Children •, as well as that of the Operations for 
the Teeth ; that of the Nails growing inwards. 
The extracting of Bones, or other extraneous 

Bodies 

* VJd. Letter tp the Bookfellers, pagi 20, of the Reafonabk-* 
jief$ of ColFee-men, &V. dealing in Books. 
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Bodies out of the CEfcjphagus, or from other jjarts of 
the Body, $s BulIeBTcsfc. The Opefcrf&ris o£ the 
Eyes in general, too many for us to trouble Kmr ^ 
fclves to enumerate ; nor to mention the Csefa- 
rian Operation, the Procidentia Uteri, and Ani, no < 
more than the Extirpation of Fingers and * Toes* * 
which we cannot believe any way neceflary to be \ 
mention'd, as a diftindt Operation, with the pro* • 
per Cuts of the lnftruments, Gfr . and ftill lefs, Ficus 
or Sicofis, Warts, &c . The extradting of Bodies na- 
tural or unnatural out of the Womb. The Opera- 1 
tions and Dodlrine of Fradtures and Diflocations, , 
more proper to be treated of by Bone-fetters;nor that 
of ingrafting of the $malI-Pox, tho'fomuch of late 
pra&ifedby Surgeons, more efpecially fince not in* 
vented by us, nor mentioned by any Briton, until 
ovwKennedy zScotcbman,(ncxt a-Kin to a Foreigner,) 
did publifh the Account thereof, in his EJfay on 
external Remedies. Neither do we apprehend it 
to have been any way near fo neceflary, to have 
taken Notice of the moft proper manner of 
treating venereal Buboes, with their indurated 
Lips and Glandules ; or even that of Shankers, 
i$c. as it is that of the Phymofis, and Panjgihy-. 
mofis : And as to any further ImprovqdWfits in 
venereal Maladies, there are, 'tis fjrue, fome 
Quacks, both abroad and at home, who pretend 
to fome fpeedier, oreafier Methods; particularly 
in fome Cafes of Pox or Gonorrhsea, &V. tho* we 
have not judged proper in our own Hofpital, 
no more than in that of our Mafter before us, or 
any other in Hofpitals, upon any occafion, to 
make the leaft Alteration whatfoever, from the 
common Method in Pra&ice this 40 Years, for 
the Cure hereof, becaufe we would moft judici- 

* Neither can we imagine, that the ftving of moft r or 
half the Bone or Joint of a Finger, &c. can any way, ever 
ferve, either fpr Ornajnaot, or Ufc 

oufly 
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oufly avoid the fcandalous»an4 ignominious Name 
of being &3f«*Quacks. ^^ ^ . ~^U 

_ Afnd thus the whole World, particularly the 
i&tremely Learned, cannot but very clearly obferve, 
f the mod extraordinary Improvements we, and our 

* fb juftly celebrated Ornament, our Matter, have 
J made (in this Profeffion) and for which we cannot 

• believe nor doubt, but that both Foreigners as wel 1 as 
Countrymen will be very ready to make us their 
raoft fincere .jjnd thankful Acknowledgments for 

' thcfe our great and fo very Angular Performances. 



-^ 




ERRATA. 

For Rrw read Rau. Page 32. line 5. for Us r. this. P. 42. 
I. 16. for Spharical x. Spe3adt. p. 58. after Elongtment r. 
iftbt Humurs. 
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